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DESCRIPTION

CONOITION CHECK DME CHECK OME
_ EXCELESNT __DETERIORATED __UMALTERED _ORIGINALSITE
__GOOB ) __RUINS X ALTERED X MOVED DATE
X_FAIR __UMEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Leonidas L. FPolk House, a late Victorian Shingle Style dwelling, is disting-
ished architecturally on the exterior by a corner turret and a front sawnwork porch

11th,st r-gshaped orpament, and, on the interior, by a handsome main stair. Originally
docated on the west side of Person Street, the house was moved in the mid-1960s to its
vresent site, approximetely 200 feet west, in order to preserve it., It is joined fe'a
weans of a one=-story Irame wing to a house facing Blount Street, which parallels Person,
and served for several years as an antique shop.

The high, rectangular Iframe block, two stories high, two bays wide and five deep,
Taces esast. On the south side, a bay window rises through both stories and terminates.
above the main gable roof in a polygonal turret. A one-story =11 projects from the
south side, 3and a three-bay wide cne=-s tq“y porch extends across the main (east) facade.

shown in the outline of the house which app=ars in the 1909 Sanborn
of Raleigh have now disappeared: a one-story rear ell, the two-story
rear porch, and the front porch extension around the south side to the

11, ww+h a corner porch turret. (The second story and porch with pergola have been
remcvad from the zouth ell, and the interior chimmey stack 10w,¢bq.)

a cinder luok foundation; the first story is covered with
=) thh gsecond story i3 covered with ree taqbllar

entrance, located in the norbth bay of the main facade, 1s a wide door,
ding and roundsl corner block ornament, the

panasled, with applied ree
azed, surmountad by & single pane transom, The south bay of the main facade
double door: the lowar third of each leaf paneled, with decorstive reeding,
Sl
1

dppe“ 1ea*“s glazeid. The second floor and south =211 windows have two-over-two
12=-0ver—-one pane sash, paired as double windows

o

Beneath the turret eave is s band of four small

a one-over-ome pane cassment. A1l of the exterior openings have plain
a mitred edging strip. The hip- roofed fronk vorch, with eave treatment
hat of the main block, haz turned porch posts, curvilinear brackets with
r perforaticns, and a Chiness Cnlopﬂnazle»da“‘wed lattice railing with

2ac
T 1 two roomz in
the prototypical Quesn

[SR4

iuh~u walnseoh

window surrouad
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The other vooms have plastersd walls and cellings and identical doors and surrcunds,
but lack wainscots. PEBach of the remaining first-floor rooms has a corner fireplace.
The southeast room, the parlor, contains a slightly simpler late Victorian mantel with
pansled overmantel. The northwest room has a sirple mantel with chamfered pilasters,
1wmilow arched Ifrieze, and chamfered shelf. The Neo-Classical Revival style mantel in
the southwest roonm Jith fluted nilasters and a modillion cornice, appears to be an
e

2 7 h
arly twentieth century replacement. The second Tlocr rooms have no fireplaces, and
Wers oﬂobably heated by stoves vented through chimney flues.
n the rear gervice ares 1s an enclosed service stair

sta
landing to the northwest second floor room. Anothe:
f 3t second floor room and entersd from the n
rret room, Tinished Wﬂtu re h st i
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__PAREHISTORIC  __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
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__1700-1799 __ART . _ENGIMEERING __Music —_ THEATER

_X1B00-1899 __COMMERACE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
__18G0- | __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPETIFY)

__INVENTION '

SPECIFIC DATES

ca. 1891

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF 816G

As founder and editcr of the Progreégsive Farmar Journal,

North Carolina Department of Agriculture and North Carolina

Sfate 'flfp*Sﬂyf, and pfesldeﬂu of the National Farmers'! Alliance and Industriasl Union,
i reform in the history

to establish the

NIEICANCE

Leonidas L. Polk was the mosth
of North Carnlina, and playe
early 1890s. The unpretenti
1891, at the helzghht of hisz ¢
crusader.

aeffe

Doex

ective champion of agriculturs
ed a central role in the national reform politics of the
ous late Victorian Shingle St

leader of the successful

v1le house which he bullt about

areer, is Raleigh's most vivid reminder of this tireless

iS
-
3
[

O

+ b b
O k¢
5

o

i

s
i
I

T

o
o
=

&1
[
(@]

LAH

s = ok O
ol R -
o
-

,<
i

10
iy

8, 1890, 1 P, Polk, wife of Leonidas LaFayette Pclk, purchased "a
parcel of. land.in Wake County . . . -adjoining the lands of Mrs, J. M
S. o« . . This lot was located on the west side of Parson Strast "as
4 the limits of the City of leclgn” nd contained one-third of an acre.
built their howe on this lot, for 891 Raleigh City Directory gave
a5 North Person Jhrest; they had previously lived at 542 Fast Jonszs Str

LaFayette Polk was born in Ansen County, North Carclina on April 2k,
raw and Serens Autry Polk, He was a member of the same family that
stinguished men to the nation, amonz +%em a 7“hop of the Episcopal

and a president o the
attended Davidson Coile

he married Saz

T,
mnty. They had sev

Qo
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he beceme

the es
and




Form No. 10-300a
{Rav. 10-74)

UMITED STATES BEPARTHMENT OF THL IMNTERIOR
NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE

ISTER OF HISTORIC %m
IRY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION BHEET

ITEM NUMBER 8

DATE ENTERED

S ——

PAGE ope

a progressgive congregation of
i )

prominent men led by Walter Hines Page (later ambassadior

to Britain)--that Polk's goal of establishing the North Carolina Agricultural and
Mechanical College (DOt]NOTtﬂ Carolina State University) was accomplished.
W A
hen the Texas-based farm order, "Sowthern' Alliasnce, entered North Carolina Polk
it and txrnei thevProgre ssive Farn@r into an official Alliance publication.
iance vz cial and esconomic problems of the farmer.
suzh 1t o i S n became a strong political force Lo
dlovhy Tor % Tn 1887 he became national vice-
nirasident o J 1ts or Psident. With millions of Alliance mambers,
Polk as its p a Tormidable national political Tigure. Though he was a
Szuthern Damo his political attentions to the newly organized People's
] o iance all it asked. It seemed apparent that FPolk would
he n resident on the FPeople's Perty ticket in 1832, but his
ath ton, D. C., on June 11, 1892, terminated his career,

Z T Ty I . v e - e
e Souart Moblin, his official biographsr,

in Oskwood symbolizes both
viien he died, see

[=HGAES

m\gﬂ sad :‘\;

cant than stone, however, all L. L. Polk
i 0f American democracy during the Tivs

rioute to
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‘ : It is the only houss in Raleigh which Polk ownad. The Polk House
was nominated for designation as a National Historic Landmark in 1975, but was not

arproved, primarily because of its present unfortunate setting. At the present time
fforts are underway to move the house to a more compatible locaticn and preserve 1t

as a memorial to one of Raleigh's most important nineteenth century residents.

= County Deed Book 111:571
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