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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Leonidas L Polk House, a late Victorian Shingle Style d~Telling, is disting­
·v.ished architectlU~ally on the exterior by a corner turret and a front sawnwork porch 
c:/i th staL~-shaped orn2Jn.ent and, on the interior, by a handsome main stair Originally 
lc)cated on the I,rest side of, Pers()n Street, the house ",ras moved in the mid-1960s to its 
v:r:esent site, 200 feet I'Test, in order to preserve it 0 It is joined 
.L:.22.nS of a one-sco:cy fY2IC.e to a house facing Blount Street, which parallels Person, 
and served for several years as an antique shop 

The high rectangular frame block, t'i<TO stories high, t-r;,ro bays vricle and five deep, 
f'ices east On the south .side, a 1Jay window rises through both stories and terminates 
':ito,,re the main gablE roof in a polygonal turret A one-story ell proj ect s from the 
south siCLe) ~tnd ~ Irideone-stor-y porch e.xtends across the main (east) facad.e 
8e're:i..~al feat'r:.res sh<)vr~l in the outline i)f the house \Nhich appears in the 1909 Sanborn 
.L13UY.'2~nc.2 of :Raleigh h2.7e now disaPPEared: a one-story rear ell, the t'V<TO-StOl'Y 
soath ell with rear porch, and the front porch extension around the south side to the 
ell, T,rith a corne:' porch t:l.TTet. (The second story and 'Porch vrith pergola have been 
r2TIlc)'\.;-ed ::rC'[.IT the couth el2. and the i.nterio::.." chi:::-1ll1e::l stacl::. lo,\>/e:ted ) 

The house rests on a cinder block foundation; the first story is covered vith 
:]'::J .. :T.::l3.r.:. T"ri tr.:. '=~o1::'ners'J:3..rds., !:l.l1d t.he secoD.d stOTY is cO'FeTed vith rec~t 
\·r··<:d2~1 '7ith butts. The hip roof) oL'iginally cOi/ered vtth 
sla.t,.=: ar.JL TI01T '>rith conpositLY':1 shingles slopes fro:-L the c,,::nter brick Eave 
t~·',:::at:-:'2n~ c:D::-:.sists UL j:' .. ti",:'ze OO:3.l'c1 .. S Endl,ride ·bo:xed eav,es, trie soi'fi-!::;s 
20vered with flush beaded siding 

The ~~ln entrance, located in the north of the main facade, is a wide door, 
t~1'2 10i;i·er b.alf paneled I·d th applied aEd l'CYLEldel corner bleck. orneuffierrt th.2 
L.·.P:P2T half glazed" S~)Trf:.ollClted a single pane tI'2;nSOTIl, The south bay of the ma::Ln facade 
(v,ts a F:L'ench double dODl': the 10",'!er third of each leaf paneled l;lri th decorative reeding., 
~'t:cd the Up~Oe::C' le~l\res glaze1 
s :],8h:; and t he side and re&::c' ~,Til1dol;'TS have one-aver-one pane sash:) pail'ed as' dou.ble 1,n.ndolI'TS 

both stoT"ies of' Gov.-eh bay" :Beneath thetllrTet eave is a ban,:1. of fOl.ll' small 
-:r'.,l.lcL<.JITS eact\ a one-Qvel"'-o::::? caS'2men-s" 1\.1.1 of the e~cterior openings hs.ve plain 
Stl.:;:>::.:~ourLd3 Irl th a mitred The hip-roofed. front porch, l;,rith eave: t·ceatment 

of the I:.2.i:cl block h8sturned porch posts cUT\Tilinea.:c bracket.s I,rith 
iCrls and a Chines2 Chippendale-derived lattice railing I;lrith 

The irrceric1r cOl1tain.s I'-:J1JI rooms at '2ach 1 e'1"e 1 , t'JG small service a..:reas at 
()f 

into the northe9~st rooEl, tte 

c 

The main entranc~ opens 
Anne \Testi.bule" I·rhich is the Bast 
in th~ northeast corner of the vesti-

hlS 

and ree:~n~ echo the stair 
:,{,~~~1:3COt \ii;~n d. l'eed:::cl cha.i;.' r.''J:i.l 
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The other rOOI'IS have plastered walls and c and identical doors and surrc::u:::J.cts 
but l:li~t -;.[,:iinscots Each of the remaining first~i'loor rooms has a corner fireplace 
The southeast room, the parlor, contains a slightly simpler late Victorian mantel vTith 

led ovc:::rmantel The north;;·rest room has a si::r.ple mantel with chamfered pilasters, 
shallo'\v al'cne;:i frieze, and chamfered shelf The Neo-Classical Revival style mantel i:l 
the 2cll!ch1"rest room, <,·rith fl1..lte(i ::Jilaste,cs and a ==-;yiillion cornice, appears to be an 
ea:r=-y t~rer:tieth c cm.ent. The second floor rooms have no fireplaces, and 

'\'1',7".:::'(:::: heated by stoves vented through chi:::'1ney flues 

In the .rea::..~ :'3 I:;Tlrice a,Y"":'i is 3.11 enclos2cl ser'lice stair, vthich rises in two fligh-'::s 
vi th a to the northi;\,est second floor roo::!.. Anotl-~er, enclosed stair) located i~i 

the southi;·rest second floor room e.nd ehtered from the no:rtho:·r2st roorD., rises, with vriE(:ers ':J 

t.o the turret rOOl!l, i'.inished ,{lith reeded flush sl~e3.>::hing,. 'rhe remainder of the atti::: is 
1J_rlfinished~ 
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As fOlmder journal, leader of the successful 
dyi Ires to establish the North Agriculture and north Carolina 
St.~t2 Uldversity, and presid.ent of the National Fal"L3..ers t Alliance and Industrial Union 
Leonidas L, Po12{ vas the most effective ch.'3l1lpion of agriculture reform in tl12 history 
of Nortil Ca::colina, and a central role in the nation8.1 reform politics of the 

1890s The lJIlpretentiou3 late Victorian Shingle Style hous~ which he built about 
at the of hi3 career, is Raleigh's most vi.vid remi.nder of this tireless 

CI'l.ts:?.Lder ,. 

On 'Po Polk, wife of Leonidas e Poll{ purcb.ase:d.!ta 
C2~·C:r;,='::":1..~1 lot or of, lancL· in Hake aiDing the lands of I'IITS J 

I~} 

H This lot \·TaS locate,l on the T,·re3t side of Person St:reet as 
1 

liDi ts of the City of F.aleighll an.d cont.':::.inecl one-third of an aCl:e. 
huilt t;hP:'l lot for the ga,lte 

Leonidas LaFayette Polk \,ms DOTn in Anson County, North Carolina on April 11337, 
~~l1dTe\{ ar:2.(1 SereLl3, Polk He was a w.ember of the sa:.ne family t~'1at g.e.ve 

c1isti to the Ll,:I,tion 8-'~10~6 them a bishop of the Episcopal church) 
'DJnth::2ntal and Cor1f'ed::-:rate a':''1Ilies, and a president of the Ur::,2.ted 

fOul~teen yes:;:'s old his father diedo £'::: attencled Davidson 
became a f9..1'laer OtJ. e~;J.oer 23:; 1357 he IT!e,rried 5E.:,::cah PELc.cela 

of oe1 :.3.nd B2t1nett of _CulSOD had seven 
and IX eY"s 

and Reco~struetion Polk attained some In 2.r:d 
of the Ge112ral AS , and he 821:\[2c1 in "t;ITO Harth 

if/a.S a Illemoer of the State Cc::mstituticnal CO:l'ten­
the establisbme~lt of a 8'0'3.1::;e department 01 

h,::~ 

an o~fic he held until 1880. T~j.:J_l~ year he bee alae the ec:1ito:c.' of the 
the 

Clu~- <):" 
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a progr(;s;~i ve congregation of 
i~o B~'i '1iu) --that Polk's 
Hechanical College (not North 

men le:::d by ~\Talter Hines Page (later ambassa,ior 
of establishi.ng the iTorth Carolina Agricultural and 
Carolina State University) was accomplished 

'1'1 

the Texas-based farm o-:cder, "SouthernH Alliance entered North Carolina Polk 
j Din,::d it into an off'icial Alliance p-ublication 
Ttl::: social and econom.ic I>roblems of' the farmer 

it or becar:.e c, strong political force -Co 
:to:-:', t,heTJetterrr~ent of t1:2 farm community. In 1887 he becam.e national vice-

iye.:;:::; ide:cJ.t c f the Allianc e and in 1889 it s }Jresident. 'ltTi th millions o:f Allianc e TIl:::8.bers, 
P'.::Jlk as its president became a formidable national political figure Though he was a 
:3:::.uthern D~m(1Cl'3,t he turned his p,)litical .'-},ttentions to the ne-;;·tly organized Feople' s 
·~.c, ~,,;'hi(::1 ~cl tY'f: ~·l.lliance all it asked It seeTled appa~ent that Pelt:: ,\foul i1. 
.L el ire thE: nomiu3.tion for president on the People v s Party tic}::.et in 10.12, but his 
.'3 1.:.:J.ien de::l,th in. ~"d.shington D r< on June 11, 1.392, terI21inated his career. 

He c'U ,:;cl poor) 
'1,~. 
1 -:' 

giv2nhis time=: 'J 

Allia~ce ani ILdustr 
!Yft.."e~/·, 2,nd "=:';:}ergy to the refc1:'C'L!. r'J.oi,r21J1ent 

Union? After his (::lebts -~'lere 

ancl Relief 
L'3.1 

';,18.3 f01:'Qeli tr=, .ITls,:ck his gra-;12 in IS OsJ:::v;r']od 
ec~. The 13.1',5e base of t~le)beli.-3k :le 

0': his life 

I ClJ1l S now just behind the curtain, in 3Uc,set 
aT,,::; tile ~:h::lCi~\'I's C~l ttle t:cack j before I!~e lies th::: da:d.;: 

:::'i "l'=.:r e:[lcL "'Then I i.ts da.rk T,n, eTS I ':.rant to cast one 
upon a is of the for the people 

has said of Polk. 

both bis life and the cause for which 

c~e,::'. h 
J 

loo~-( 
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CT.! -~al site It is the only hans:':; in Raleigh vhich Polk QT,.rEed The Polk H-:Juse 
VaS ~ominated for designation as a National Historic Land.'nark in 191"5, but was not 
a:-gproved, prima,rily because of its present unfortunate setting At the present time 
2f:orts are underway to move the house to a L!!.ore compatible location and preserve it 
3.S a memorial to one of's most important nineteenth century residents 

D,c::ecl Bool;:. Ill: 
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