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SEMNT AND ORIGINAL (if kpown) PHYSICAL A

' EAR
The Powell House) a large two-story frame plantation house in early
i siyle, stands in a valley near a highway; near the house are
aeveral outhuild ings and an old family gravevard. The main block, which

surmounts a halr -basement of vock-faced ashlar, five bays wide and
S At

j
some molded sills

ars, surmounted by a balustrade. This povtico is a recent addi
£ oabour 1940. The windows of this facade have also been reworked.

7

rboards and the fenaestra-
11y consistent having nine-over-nine sash windows in moldad

is
1y spaced bays deep, and carries a gable rvcof with plain box
e. Thﬂ house 1 coverad w1th molded weathe

)

Across bLhe front (ww““) facade is a full-height portico with attenuatec
ticn,

The

cntvapce 1s Ivamed in a molded erchitvave and surmounted by a rectangular

transom elabovared with a dzamond wmobif,

© The other
siu31'~~Hﬂu1d
bood, with mo.

o ois un@w% 354 ;
entral gable w1ndcw hetween the

and thﬂ otnaer gabla-

fﬂdicuiarly back from the two northernmost bays,
i e age and may have been originally a

ﬁVtmriOT alterations, the interiox
its early Federal fabric: the la
‘ails are quite unusual in Wake County. The

two rooms deep, with the western
8]

and doors arve generally cons
1

r rail, The wainscot
1

3 a
ond range of paﬁels a

- ¢ nd 1is of normal height.
e cantral hall is a s 1livtical plastered arch which
the front and vear. It is carrvied by a pair of flat-paneled
i

ich rise [rom thz cha;j

mAanrels 2re all similar with the exceprion of that
his room ha re el of

novithwests parlor. as an um)f@J‘i 2 mant

T
a newly brick

lasters, each esbellishad with an elongated flat panel w

T i
ed rectangular opeuning, beaded archirras
.

those on the first—floor hall, The two-part molded architfraves

found on the exterior, and the handsome doors have six concava

els raised on molded fillets. They ave hung on rising butb-
The lax
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ends. Surmounting these and breaking out

Each of the three other mantels consist of
beaded nf\hibrdvp, and Flanking
frieze and simpl

paneled in each room, and molded cornice shelf.

oL

Two enclosed stairs

ascend to the second floo
corner of the central halli, i

tne oiher f

west room. Each rises in a sheort wun, a seriles of
to the upper floor. The stairwells ave scheathed w
exhibit the same degree of refinement as the rest
they wtilize roso-head and T-head nails in construction, and so are, if no
ox al, quite early., Toe Laiuchﬂde at the second floor of X s
hias a squarae chanferad newel with
cenitral hall rail has sauar J1 1gonally ser balu
‘haf atair consists of the handrail and two more horiz

o

o a [
pilasters, the third lacks the panels, and ea
surmounted by a molded shel One mantel ap
is cruder than its companionsz, having a rectang
board pilasters and topped by a wide flush friefa
board shelf. The flooring on both levels is fi
ficted boards of approximately five-inch widtn&

here is a good collection of frame cutbuild
with the house. Two of them have been refurbishe
the kitechen as it has a massive vubble~and-br:
the other i3 not known. Both have he
structure larger than thes

)
2

steep gable voofs., A
tion, ftar to the rear of the house, is in scmewhat
5 said been the slaves' quarters moved

5 said to have
2

i
too has beaded weatherboards and has rose-

at the end blocks, is a

three molded cornice shelves, each heavier
ried by its own end blocks and frisze.

a rectang
flat-paneled pilasters.
e molded cornice is topped by a second frieze, varicusly

fa
theast corner of the south-

square cap and molded handra
sters: the

1 having A recta

le bead archirvave. Two have flanking elongated flat-paneled
h has a wide paneled £

qu a fouudwcorwoLLd

than that benecath and.

ular opening with
A narrvow flush

~

, one from the northes
winders, and a second vun

interior. However,

angular opzning

fFlanked by
flat-

consisting of closely

e evidentlv coeval
apnears to have been
chimney; the
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O SIS FICANCE
he Powell House is an impressive eavly Fedeval plantation house dis-

tinguished by its large scale and unusual dinterior finish. Despiie
alterations to the facade, it vetains most of its oviginal fabric, including

o1 handsome interior woodwork of dnteresting vernacular character. Also
standing is a good colliection of eavly outbuildings. The house

o built early in the nineteenth cerntury by Jesse Powell, a locally prom

. planter acikive in political affairs.

[ - - S et

1

- A grave marke

- | ptor of +the Daught

o rell family wa

W lk @

- STl Denpvov Fow resident
- aniic Wake County and ieutenant Coun
1772 and 1773. Be died about 1793 and his landboldir

/
- 830 zcres lyiug on both
County Couct beikween his
prised of 218
the mouth of a branch /p

the Neuse Rivaer, were divided
Caswell and Jesse. Jesse
ring "On the North side

bad
()

1A
tract., JTb ds
former Lenpsey
Ferred to above ma
appuvienancesa, efc. A nawspaper adVE”
in Jangary, 1828, howevev, notas that
Acadenmy was ''gi bin two hundc
A

4., tuated withi
[}owc 1%s/ house. . . ' Powell Yacti

u
and wesg able to hoard ”ten or twm‘ve
‘”

LE
oy P S B
" the QedCU} academy
8 - fouvr dollars pev wmonth . . |.°
made by the academy in anothar newspaper

in his home.
neariy three vears later confirme this fackh:

tly gitvated in one of the most populous

his academy i3 pleasant e

aections of Wake Forest . . on the Powal's voad leading from
Raleigh teo Oxiord. . . . Board con bz had on the most accomodating
terms, in the best iies . ., . for four dollars per month,

planrec’ and an acti

Poweli is also identified as a

~ -]

politician whose bhome was the scene.of ncreworthy testimonial o°
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for other prominent Whigs in 1833 and 1334. Even his obituary testifies to the
fame of his homeplace, noting that "His house was, emphatically, the szat of

" The Census of 1840 credits Powell with the

hospitality and kindness. . . . )
ovmership of forty-seven slaves, rankinz him as the fourteenth leading slave- i

holdrr in Wake County.

Powell died on October 11, 1842, His age
probably not yet sixty. His will names his wi
Powell as co—executors and empowers them to sell any of hi
ﬂmrsonai, "ar pubhlick or private sale,’ in order to raise needed funds. In

the co-executors sold an 856-acve tract at public auction te John W.
ris, hizh bidder at $4,500. Harris thereupon conveyed the tract back to
Powell for the same price. Three vears later John Powell sold the tvract

to CGeorge C. Smich for $5,500.

at death is unknowa, but he was
e Mildred an d his son John D.
f his property, real ox

£«
I

At this point the chain of ownership becomes clouded, but it is likely
C. Smith to W. B. Srmith and hi

9]

that the prope

3
tv later passed from Ge
[=

e
wife Junietta Smith, and from the latter Smiths to the Fuller family, either
divecily or via the Fort family. The present owners of the property zve Miss ;
Martha E. Fullev and David Fuller.
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nsus of the United States, 1840: Wake Couunty, North Carolina,

Population Schedule 23, microfilm of National Archives manuscript copy,

Srate Avchives, Division of Archives and History.
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