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tatian hause in ea 
the house are 

The main 1ivhich 
half,,·bclsemeni::: of roc.k::-fac.ed ashlar is five ~,Tide and 

and carries a roof with plain box 
The huuse is cover~d with molded weatherboQrds and the 

ha 
dad h(1 n:1.:::;oo[.':: Tlloldi2d s i.lls 

nine-over~nin2 sash windows in mnlded 

Acr03S the front i:) facade is a t with attenua 
lIars a baLu3 trade P This pn-c tico J_S :3 rc:.:ent 

Th2 Lru:lo\'is of this tcJc2de have also beea re~'70rkecl The 
c::, 'ar.ce 'U3 in (l. r,~cl.ded c,}:'chit-c2ve and surmounted by a 

tll i:l diamond lilJ)ti£ nso:n f'::l,":tbo''CaceJ 

The north end t: II res tv!O 

uldered pxterior of brick laid in on2-to~five common, 
\;,ri th Tllo.lded C,3r'::~, 

tbe I>T,";:t the.cbc):Clrd 
Th~ fe,nestrat-lCJIl is some\'7hat 

,'l eer tair:. ,:;,moun I~ of 
"but al architraves and sills are con3istent. On the south end 

'(1 bond 
th a £:cm12 pent Dp.c1;'7e;:::n; 

£er,H::~8t:La tieE is sOin21;,That 

th'2 br-ick 

are cOTIsistent in 2 centcal 

facade hav2 been added two s y add 1: 

across the th of the facade and the oth~r 

is 

the 

l:-()()fF:-~cl.J 

T'[\_(:; 

ic,nJarly back from the t'\',TO' c~he:::-nIEOS t 

is 0 80me age and may have been 
structure joined later to the bouse 

Despite exterior alterations, the interi~r of the house retains 
all of ts early Federal fab~ic the 1a ge scale and interes 

de s are quite uD~sua1 in Wake Co The house follows 
c ,'::r-hal1 pl C1Ci.vC) rOC;m(3 deep, '\,Tit:h the \.:re3tc:?rn 1:0am:; 

"\:1 J 

(:u 

'.'2'::; anzJ doors are 
those on the -[iLst-~·floo:r: h,:':ill" The 

found on t'he" ext::eriOl- and i:he hand:3'~lTle doors ha,-v2 
raised un molded fillets 

The hall features an unusual 
cot with two rangos of ree 

thLn" ffioLcled chair rai1.o 

ove:;~ v2'Ltical) 
The \.\JainSCD t in th2 other 

haJI is a 
es the front and rear. 

i~-; of 
tical 

It is carried by 
which rise [rom the ch2ir railD 

A, notabLe 

.Lest-,floor li1antcl.s C1.re all sirr:.ilo.r \IJith r::h(~ 2J:.ception of that 
This rOO;[l, has an 

bcLcked ree be.c.tdc:d 

~:"Llb,JI 1 1.shed ~'Tith an ted \,Ii t It 
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eCids these and 
tbxe,~ moI.ded cOl::-nice shelves, 

out at the end blocks is a 
C:clch h':".::Lv-Ler than that ben2<:1th 

c.:::xried by its O\JTl ertd blDcks and frL::ze. 

Each of the th-c other mantels consist of a rec 
beaded archi rave and f f 

dnd le Ided cornice a second frieze, varIa 
n each room, and molded cornice shelf 

T'/70 enclos 2.:1 s tair.'~ as 2Tld tu the S2(::ond £ luor one from the nOTthea~; t 
COrl""l2 r 01: the central h:l11 the 0 t.her fr\)L~ll th<2 flO rtheds t corner of the sou th,~ 

short run a se;::-:Les of Hinders, and a 

and rio no 
(':};Jllb:i t 

nt::_lize 
senne ([('gree of refinement:: as the rest of the interior Hm,J'i.~lfec, 

o q 
':1 

ros,-::: .. heacl and T~'rlead D.ails in consty:uction, and S0 are if no 
te Th~~ balust":':J.de c~t the secoud floor of 1..>0::::11. £1 1-:3 

:::lnd molded h:cmchcl il" Trp~ 

ceoi.:: r>11 hall bAlusters' the balustrade of 
oth2r stair' conS1S 

ters) the thir'd lacks the anel each has a 
surmuL1I1tecl a molded shelf One mantel appears to be c.s L 

is cruder than its 
ti02~-cd pilasters and 
board shelE. The 
fitted boards of 

having a rectangular flat-
a wide flush frieze and n. round~co'rnet'cd. flat-
both levels is f made consist of cIa 

five--·inch "lidth, 

collection of frame uutbuild C) t:I/:-i 1 
with the house Two of them hav~ been refurhish~d Oile appears to have heen 
the kitchen as it heli:'; a m:'t[j ve Tubble~and-,byj~,:: external J l~.he 

purpus'.? of the othe:r.- is not knm·1Il0 Both ha'I2 beacied \.;e3 therboards and 
stet::.p le roofs A structU.L'2 than tlLese t~'IO but: of siml.L=tr COIlS 

tion) fa. to the rear of t house~ is tn some'>7h<J.t condit it 
18 aid to have been the slaves quarters mov2d from its original site. It 

too h.cLj bC::clc1ed \IJ(.C' a th2Y boards and 'h:-ts rosE"-head and T-h'2ad na LIs ~ 

,.----~~~---~.- .-~ -.----~-~~-.. - ~--~---"-~'-"'--"---~-~"--"-'--'----"~'------'--'~-- --.------~ -~----.~-~ ... ~~---.. ~-"-~- .. --,' 
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o HistQr;r:: 

[J I\gricl.lltur,~ 

i:{! Arcf,ileduf<" 

o 
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SI':;"IIF'ICANCE 

0 
0 
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[J 

C} 
CI 

Industry 

Invention 

Lt)ndsrfJpe-

A.rchitecture 

Li;.~fotu"e 

Hitilory 

l!lus; 

1bc Powell House is an SiV2 

l:Jsophy 

[J Sci2nc~ 

C] Scu Ipture 

[J Social/Human· 

iiariun 

[J Th"":Jler 

C'1 'r r·:;nsportarion 

its scale and unusual 
co the facade it reta.lCls most of its OT 

halldsoITl!? in teY ior ';TGod;;vcn:- k of 
fabric) 

char-act':::1:' c. 

s c()ll{~c.: t io Q 0 The hClllse 
in the nineteenth century by Jes 

ntec acti.ve In 

TD,qrker e12C honur 0 2y POGleLL 

of the j~n2rican ~?voluti~n 
in:3 trl.lmenta 1 .i Il 

':::y I'or';'211 Ha 

the house found on the ~ 

k.e CU;I 

He d 

a tract camp ised of 318 
the. iil':,;,u.th oE a branch iIi 

tEt::i2::3 tat::e 
:3 Ldes of 

bOLl. 

r- e:.J.1. (1 c~.rl t {) 

1=L2Lt 2rl~lrt t 
1 ()J his Ja 

t';,lO sons Cas'V'ell and Jesse 
the :North .:i.ide 

s Creek!" 

Betlf12en 1808 and 1838, the younger PO"l,:::ll pllychased Ct. total 
additional acres of land adj or in he vicinity of his 
tcclct., It is t}Ji=~t he 'vas the bt.':LJder of theho\ls::? fotmd on 
forlli,t'~r Pm.\T211 U'_-act:, TIle clivi sion of th:~ eldc:r PO\\Jel] 

ho~ ses 

dts-

5[)5 l!D 
inlH:'TiteJ 
i:he I 

applE"tenance.s:< e t.C .A IlS(IlSpaper aclV2L: t-Lse.Tll.ent pUle J es se PO\i'l'21l 

Ln Jan'Jary) 1828/ hO'~\H?'veLI not,2s tbat i:h<::: Hal{(>. 8.nt 
of the subscriber 

Cl,i.1Ci 

i (1 l1 i s ItOIl1(':: q 

nE:r:lX thre t::; 

ituated within two hundced 
Puwell 'Ilac.t 

to bocrcd 11 tell, O'J:: 1:::\:\7'21ve students a four dollars per month • 
Illade by the 

S 1;'3 ter: cunfirms this fact" 

ly sttuated in one of the us 
sections of ~vClk.e rOLeS on the Pow21 road 

t(:' C::~:.Cm:d 0 I~o;:u: d c, flO h3.d on the [l.)'S t ac C omod;J. t ;-lg 

tl1c bes for' four Jol1ar,s mop. tTl 

!?ol,velL :J. 1 c.: 0 ffied as 2. II and ac 



for other prominent in 1833 and 1334. Even his obituary testifies to the 
fame of his homeplace, noting that house was, emphatically) the seat of 

tality and kindnes II The Census of 18LiO credits Po~vell ",ith the 
of slaves ranking him as the fourteenth slave-

hold Hl Hal(e Count:y 

Pmlell died on October II, l8L,l2 His age at death is unk.nmvn bllt he 
p not yet six His will names his wife Mildred and his son John D 
rlJ~'lel1 as co-executors and empm'7ers them to sell any of his proper i:y ~ real or 
~)Ot"sonaJ;, n~r pn(-)lic.k or i-e sale,1I in order to raise needed funds In 
1847 the Cl)~~2;{ecutor::::; sold an 856'-act'e trac tat public aue tion to John 1;J 0 

Uarris; high bidder at Harris thereupon conveyed the tract back to 
JOhil Powell for the same Three years later John Powell sold the tract 
to C Smith for $5,500 

At this point the chain of ownership becomes clouded but it is 1 
tha the property later passed from George C8 Smith to W B SMith and his 
~J'Jife Juni et ta and from the latter Smiths to t~le Fullf:!r £ either 

or [he Fort 2 Nis 
tila Fullel: and DC! vid FuLl 21:'., 

I 
. ___ ----_______ . __ ."'- -----.J 
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Sixth Census of the United States, 1840 Wake County North Carolina 
ti8ll Schedule 23 microfilm of National Archives manuscript copy 

State Archives~ Division of Archives and History. 
The S FOR 1830/HAKE FOREST PLEASL'1l'JT GROVE 

November 11, 1830 
Re i:urd:3;, ~'.Jake courthouse, Raleigh, North CarolJ_na (Subzroups 
Land Division Records Wills) , 

Wake County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
Deeds Land Division Records, Wills) 
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