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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGCE

The office building of the Seaboard Coast Iine Railroad Company,
Raleigh Division, was built in at least three stages which conform stylistij
cally to give unusual continuity to the exterior. The three-story north
section, which is the primary structure, is of brick laid in American bond
painted white. The first two stories were begun in 1861, and the third was
added in 1891. The windows, with segmental arched heads, are arranged in
five bays across the east (front) and west (rear) facades and across four
bays on the north side. A subtlety of design is seen in the fenestiation
scheme thabt spaces the three central windows on the principal facades
farther apart than the rest, with the reverse spacing occurring on the
north side. Projecting brick panels with corbeled corners appesr below
the third floor windows. The main entrance is located in the central bay
of the east facade in a segmental arched recess. The original double door
has been replaced by a modern glass door with transom. In-the central bay
of the rear facade, the brick work indicates that the existing windows on
the first and second floors are replacements for wide double doors. A
stone water table denotes the juncture of the first floor and the raised
basement. The basement is partially concealed on the north and east sides
by a land fill. Four brick chimneys protrude from the deck-on-hip roof.

A simple cornice with paneled soffit is supported by pairs of triple-
pendant wooden brackets.

Along the full length of the front and back are ornamental cast iron
verandahs composed of Tuscan colonnettes supporting ogee arches with span-
drels pierced by restrained geometric patterns. Supporting the rear
verandah at the ground level is a brick arcade. The central arch is open
while the remainder are filled with wooden lattice work.

In 1886 a single-story, two-bay wing was added to the south side. In
the early 19,0s it was raised to two stories and lengthened by the addition
of a projecting two-bay section. The entire wing terminates in a simple
cornice and a brick parapet, which hides a flat roof. The water table on
the extension is of brick painted gray to match the stone trim of the main
structure. The visual continuity of the two sections is also maintained by,
the window treatment of the extension, which is identical to that of the

main block.

The older sections were remodeled in the 194,0s, greatly changing the
plan, but some of the original interior trim survives.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Raleigh celebrated the arrival of its first train on March 21, 180,
five years after the charter of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad in 1835.
After several years of operation the Raleigh and Gaston line was sold in
1845 under foreclosure and taken over by the state of North Carolina. In
1851 the railroad was reorganized and remained under control of the state
until 1867, when the stockholders were able to purchase controlling
interest from the state.

At the tenth annual stockholders meeting the finance committee suge
gested that an office be built in Raleigh "which can now be done, while
we have the brick and other material at hand, at a reasonable cost." At
the annual meeting held July L, 1861, it was reported that "the office at
Raleigh, much needed . . . is now in progress. . . . we expect to have it
finished by the first of January, 1862." At the next annual meeting it
was noted that a shortage of lime had delayed the completion of the
building, but it was hoped that the building would be finished soon.

On October 27, 1886, the superintendent's report contained a notatioh
that "a room has been added to the bullding used for offices in Raleigh."
By 1891 an additional story had been added to the "general office
building in Raleigh, giving six additional rooms."

On November 9, 1893, the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad entered into
an agreement with several associated railroads to form the Seaboard Air
Line. This action was deemed necessary in order to reduce expenses by
consolidating the working organization. The Seaboard Alr Iine marged
with the Atlantic Coast Iine in 1967. The firm, now known as the Sea-
board Coast Line, still occupies the building. S

The Seaboard 0ffice Building, which has been utilized for railroad
administration for over one hundred years, is one of the oldest commer-
cial structures still serving its original function in North Carolina.
This continuity of use and the interesting architectural adaptations that
monka L funcltlonnl boday rondor 1t of groal Imporbanco bo tho undop-
gtanding of the developmenl of commerce and ‘transportation in btho eastern
United States.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public TL.aw
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National Register, s

Chief, Offico of Archoology and Historic Preservation

Date
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