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Wakefields conaisrs of a complex of buildings of several eras: an
Greek Revival dwelling with two eavlier sections to the rear, .and a
separabte eavly dwelling and outbuilding in the rear yard. Theve are a
munber of lavge, handsome trees and a front boxwood garden. The main

I duelis

ine consists of thres dicstinct sections, The front block is a two-
story frame stiucture in transitional Federal-Greek Revival style. Tt is
five bays wide and two deep, has a gable roof with a box cornice; at each
end is oa doubhle-shanlder exterior end chimney of brick laid in one-to-five
COMMI, bnndw The fenestrarion is consistent: mnine-over-nine sash ocours

t floor and six-over-nine on Lhe second with molded axchitraves
ard sills, and three-panel louvered blinds on the front (west)
o front facade features a central, two-tier, pedimented entrance

on the 3
and fLa bo
facade. Th

ix

L porch Supported by slender Doric columns and flat-paneled pilasters Tlee
poreh reveala Fine detail with o full entablatore beibween the fivat ;1r‘u1
second tiers, flat-paneled ceilings, and simple Federal balustrades wit ]
souvave balusters and a rouunded handta”l The first-floor facade is , ]
sheathed with Flat boards where covered by the porch.  (The laclk of such rn
facade treatment may indicate the second tier of the porch is later.)

The central front entrance is Framed in a symmetvically molded archi- z
frave with corner blocks and surmounted by a vectangular transom with a o
sinzod Beor metric motif. The door conslists of five pavels raised on fillets -
(rwo verricals over a horizontal, over two verticals), and is identical on .
the veverse. lh@ second=level dooryay directly above includes the same -
elements but lacks the Dransom, -

) [

The south elevarion has a full-width, one-story porch with a shed —_

roof asuppocind by columns and p!lasftw_s gim Ll«,rz, qlon” with the balusirade, .

to those of the fronit porch. The fit of the pilasters against the weather— .
board~ suzgests that this porch may have bﬂ“u au JudL‘ on, though probably

[=F=] N
The enst bay contains a door consisiing of six panels raised on
[
The rear (cast) facode has no windows. Attached to what would be its

conter and two northern bays, i3 a one-and-one-half-story frame structure,
Fhioe bags deep aond three wide, which appeavs to antedate the main blocl,
This cectian hos a moderarely ateep cable roof; on each aide is a paly of

R

simple pedimented dormers with diagonally sheathed sides and two-part Llat

8
board architroves. The fivoe—=floor architraves are similar to those on

the main bloclk, and the windows contain six-over=nine sash, The doors
consist of aix pancls and ave identical ©o the onz on the south facade of

{ the moin block.  The roof on s section has been partly extended and
supporied on posts, forming o screensd porch 20w058 the front (souih) facade

and the corner bay of rhv cast tacade, which contains a door. The [ront

facade has a west  bay entrance, and the rear (nocth) facade has a brick
entrance into a baoement, The east end has a double-shoulder exterior

chimney of briclk laid in one-to-five common hond. Artached to the northern

bay of this cad is the lLacst of the three sections.

| This rearmost section iz a one-siory frame structure three bays wide
T

1t cavries o gable monf with box cormice and &S

!
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i J'"dfﬂﬂ by the massive stone exterior end chimney, was (
Kitchen, This structure was initially freestanding, and i
2 oh»»‘y conastructed to attacu Lt to the u@myiMULLn* sEvue
have been reworked with six—over-sis
and it has a sizx-panel door.

The interior of Wakefields ig consistent in f
reflects the crder in which the gections were built. The

=

rney blocks
oanels raised on filiets on one side, flat on the reverse.

mantels on the fivst floor ave of the type popularized by
with Greek key end blocks:; those on the second floor have
rectangular paneled pilaster strips with corresponding fri
astair ascends in the hall ir a si

L with a ,qu@tﬂ cap and sle
spandre.

cheives. The open—string
baclk to front. A bturned ne
in zection carry a vounded handrail, The

g

equare flat panels.

The rear section was evidently rewmodeled to blend wi

0 its main room are hnavv tl

archityaves are simply molded ond wore recent.  The two na

seclion are similar to those found on the second Floor of

Accons to the top [loor at this second section is through
1

5
the rast of rhe sccond-floor center hall of the main secti

ited diLhLéFJVNQ with corner

=

0
steps lead down dinto re Muvk(
Apparenrly it was originally pavt

by secaming and patebing o the floor

Lhe vae-and—ona-halfestory building. As the [loor leve
15

itioned into two equal vo

w
:
=

The reavmost scobtion of the house, the old kitchen, h

Sonthwast of the main house 1s a
possibly of eightecnth century viatage. Jt is covered wit
hourd and has a very steep pable roof and box cornilce. 'h

end exte

srmaller vooms used for baihrocm%, with a narrvow hall betwee

and sk

—
a center—hall plan, one room deep. Thw symmetcically molded archit
co are idenrical on borh floors as ave the doors, with six

flat=pancled aprons, and the baseboard and cornice are simply mo

e

{11 49)

the

ix sash and simple molded avchitraves,

ts third hay was )
ture. The window.s
ich, although its form
main section haz
raves
All windows have
lded. wil”
Asher Bwn]amin,
concentric flat
eze and flat board
ngle run from
er balusters square

5 fully paneled witch

blocks
atela
the ma

on. T

roums of the upper story of the vearw

Qms

2

as be

I+ bead
ere ar

th the front section.

. lBlsewhere,

in this

in hlock.
a small doorway at
his doorway

K
s0 thot only the huge fice opening of the chimney is in its or

is unusual in that Lt has a diagonal corner to correspond with the roof line
A 1 i lower,
section.
as revealed
but it cow has one lavge voom and o

fwo

~n congiderably

reinal

PR

sevarate Oa“"“Lij frime dwelling,

ed weather=
¢ ab cither

corior chimnevs made of voughly ceoarsed ashlar, though the porth
,
il

ade is fLour

(111w1: o ohos swaller stones than the southorn one., The Lront faca

b= wide with two adjacent encrances and flanking windows. The two-part’
Smelc molded arehitraves and flat board sills frame six—over-six sash
windows i‘ﬂ hanrdwﬂanhﬁﬂtcn doors artoched with HL hinges. The novth and
south sides are two bays deep; the north one has a paix wf four—over-fouy
sash g b!.; uim,",»'./s {lanking the chimney, while the south facade has one gable

GO
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window and one four-over—four first-story window. The rear facade has a .

center door and 2 window,

The interior is still in good enough condition to indicate that this
wis an early and well-finished house. There are two roonms on each floor;

se [rom the oorth toow su a closed well which extends

gtairs with winders ri
inio the south room and opens onto the south room of the wpper floor. Simple
¢ ided architraves are present throughout. Fine quality wide board sheathing
iP5 sbill present in the stair well and eon the ioterior wall of the opper and
inwer norch rooms.  The [irsi-iloor ceiling beams were evidently exposed as
they ave edped with a bead. A wooden lock which is still present oo the

door of the upper floors porthern yvoom. Unfortunately all the mantels have
been removed, Used thronghout are rosehead and T-head nails. Next to this
bullding is a massive oak estimated by a tree surgecn at six hundred years

old.

The slave house, which is still further to the rear, is a small [rame
buitding with two rvooms. Tt was used as a chicken coop at one time and 1s
oW tn a near ruiaous condition. It has two-part flat board architraves,
board-and-botten doors, and some shearhing is stlll present on the interlior.
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Wakeflelds is a well-prescerved collection of plantation buildings,
including a handsome early Greek Revival dwelling with consistent, well-
executed exterior and Interior finlsh; two adjelining earlier structures
including a dwelling and a kitchen: and a tre&standing early dwelling and
hause probably of eighteenth century viatage. The complex——illustrating
the long history of the plantation--stands in a pleasant setbing notable

tor a number of large old trees. ‘
‘ ‘ A

In June of 1786 Ransom Sutherland purchased 379 acves on Hovse and
Ricnland creeks in Wake Couutv, from John Mederais. The land had belonged
‘o Thomas Bell, who died in 1779 and left the property to his wife, Sarah,
and their childven. Sarsh then mavried Johpn Mederais, and they btransferved
Lthe p!wntation to Ransom Sutheriand of Grapville County, excepting a
twenty-fool-gquare portion wheroon the lare Thomas Bell waz buvried. The
early structure at the rear of the yard, which was later used for a store
house, may have boen the Bell home.

Ransom Scvtherland, an otfficev in the %4th Regiment, Movih Carolina
Contivental Line, and a mewbor of the Council of State, is said to have
builr the reat portion of the dwelling, ana it is a stvong local tradition
that this first Sutherland bhouse was a stop on the post road thaot went by
ihe house, A descendant has stwtnd that the early house was also used as
store.  The one—and-one~tnaif-story dwelling may well date from the late
zhicenth century, and the trqdotgow al date of construction is pvr at

9. As eavly as 1807, the Sutlerlands called the place Wakefields

vy
15

Ransom Sutherland was a prominent landowner in Wake County, and when
he died 10 16523 hlo land holdings extended into CGranville, Franklin and
Wake counties, and totaled over 2,492 acres. In the scttlement of the
Sutherland cstate, Lethe Sutheriand Read, daughter of Ransom Suthevland,
and her second husband, John Worsham Harris, received the portion of trhe
estare that contained the "“Store House . . . buildinzs,’ and the portion
atrrtachad to the "Mansion house of the lote Zansome Southerland, dec'd."
John W, Harris and Lethe Suthorland Read were marvied in 1822 and she died
in 1828, aftcervhich he married Mourning R. Person. DBy his first wife he
and Harris. By Mourning Person he had another

had 2 son, Ransom Sutherl
son, Dr. Henry . Harris,

e e s et a3
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until his
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m S, Harris.

his son,
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family.

After

In the succeeding years
Abner Mash, who lived there from

and properiy.

plex ot
basad on

buildings

quvle?DI

before 1779, the
Sutherland after 1786,
and Mourning Harr

di

Willic

John Worsham Harris, drew the lot with the
early ag 1939 the pldLC was called Home Acves

his death in 1946 his widow soid the house and

there weve several owners, including Mr. and Mrs.

tion the front block of the present maio house,
ecarly Greek Revival in style and reportedly built din 1831, was buillt
John Worshan died at the place oo May 21, 1872;
died rhere on July 4, 1877. The house then was cccupied

The

v-plus:
rear one—and-one-half-story structure fow
and the early Greek Revival section adjoining

apparently repre
family tradition which ls not contradicted by deeads

1 f‘xm

of buildings representing rhe chronology of a2 property is rare.

death in 1912, at which time the dwelling
went Lo his nephew, Wiiliawm Henvy Hacrls, a
un H. Harrvis lived there until his death in

El

1949 until 1971 and did wajor reacvations
‘oﬂmp i now the home of My. and Mrs, Hal ®.

ants nearly a century of

~atbic dwelling may have been bullt for

The sorvival of such a complete collectilon
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