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historic name Fuquay Springs High,.School 

other names/site number _F_U-,q;:;...'::~_'"a_~' =~_~_v_.-: a_" "_~_~i_'n_'a_' _~_M_i_d_. _d_l_e __ S_c_h_'_o_o_l _______________ _ 

street & number· __ 1_1_2_N_o_r_t~h-E-n~n-i-~-' _'s~t-r-e~e-t~---~--------~n~not for~u~I~~io6' 

city ~r town Fuquay-Varina ',;,," n/a 0 viCinity 

state North Carolina code ~ county __ W_a_k_e ______ _ code 1 83 zip code 27526 

As the designated autho;ity under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this XJ nomination 
o request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
rn meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
o nationally 0 st ewideOOlocally. (0 See 90ntinuation sheet for additional cC?mments.) 
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of CUltural Resources 
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In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 doe~ 'n~t m~et the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional 
cO!l1ments.) . 

Signature of commenting officialfTitie 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I hereby certify that the property is: 

o entered in the National Register. 
o See continuation sheet. 

o determined eligible for the 
National Register 

o See continuation sheet. 

o determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

o removed from the National 
Register. 

o other, (explain:) _____ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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Name of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 

o private 
ex public-local 
o public-State 
o public-Federal 

Name of related multiple property 

ex! building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
o object 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic and Architectural Resources of 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION/school 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

1771-1941) 

LATE 19TH and 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/ 

Colonial Revival 

Narrative Description 

Wake/North Carolina 

County and State 

Number of 
count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

J Q buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 Q objects 

3 0 Total 

resources listed 

nla 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION/school 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _B_R_I_C_K ____________ _ 

walls BRICK 

roof SYNTHETICS 

other CONCRETE 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Name of Property 

"x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
National Register listing.) 

or A Property is associated with events that have made 
a si'gnificant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

o 8 Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

o C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

o D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

o A owned by a religious institution or used tor 
religious purposes. 

o 8 removed from its original location. 

DCa birthplace or grave. 

o D a cemetery. 

o E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

o F a commemorative property. 

o G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Bibliography 

Wake/North Carolina 
County and State 

EDUCATION 

Period of Significance 

ca. 1 925 -1 952 

Significant Dates 
ca .. 1925 

Significant Person' 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

nla 

Cultural Affiliation 
n/a 

Architect/Builder 

unknown 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): n / a 
o preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
o previously listed in the National Register 
o previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
o designated a National Historic Landmark 
o recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

#--------------------
o recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # _____________ _ 

Primary location of additional data: 

~ State Historic Preservation Office 
o Other State agency 
o Federal agency 
o Local government 
o University" 
o Other 

Name of repository: 
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less than 1 acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

lLuJ 161919181801 13191410131 401 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 W 1 1 I I I 

Verbal Boundary 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

Wake/North Caroljna 
County and State 

3 W I 1 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 W I 1 I 1 1 
o See continuation sheet 

name/title ___ B_e_t_h_P_ .. _T_h_o_ffi_a_s-'-,_C_o_n_s_u_l_t_a_n_t ____________________ _ 

organization _______________________ date _-=S=--e=-p~t-= .. _'3~0_L_,___"2"'_0.:;........;...0_1 ___ _ 

street & number 3628 Lubbock. Drive telephone 9 1 9 - 8 8 1 - 0 3 6 2 

city or town ----=R::...:=a=l:...;:e:..:l=-· g...Lh-'---'-_____________ _ state __ N_C ___ zip code _2_7_6_1_2 __ _ 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional 'items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Wake County Public School System name ______________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

street & number 3600 Wake Forest Road 919-850-1600 
telephone ___________ _ 

city or town ___ R_a::..:...-l-:;e_i_904-h _____________ _ state NC ---------- zip code _2_7_6_0_9 __ _ 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). ' 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Fuquay Springs High School 
FUquay-Varina, WaKe COunty, lC. 
7 .. Narrative Description 

The ca. f9Z5-:Fiiquay SVriiig<s HlgJfS"dioof6UiRIilig,stanas on tne campus 01what is 'now", 
Fuquay-Varina Middle School, located in a residential area several blocks southeast of the town's 
Dusmess diStriCt. The one anatwo-stoTy,- fiat-roofed;. redOnel{' tiUirdiiig fii'ces NOrth-EnniS Btjeet 
to the east and is surrounded on its north, south and west sides by school buildings datmg from 
ca. rgm-tIiIougIl tIle earIy rggos. The JilgJi scnooriS connectecfoy an open, covered 'hr'eezeyay 
to a one-story brick cafeteria which dates to ca. 1948. A slight ground elevation along the Ennis 
Street rrontage anows tne ouilitfu.g to overIOol{'tlfe sfreetscape. Alow 1500Kwalrseparatesthe 
school's front yard from the concrete sidewalk; oak trees line the street along the front as well. 

TIle mam lilOcK-oflfie lllgIf scIiooIlJuffifiiigiS rectangprar ana riSes two stories. A one-s11ory 
auditorium wing projects to the rear. The asymmetrical front (east) facade of the high scho~l 
fe"atures a tliree-lfay,- sngJ1tIy projectmKmam sectIon flait.Ked15~ recessedOays wlliclltermiria~ in 
projecting end bays. The building is clad m red brick laid m a common bond. Brick corbelling is 
aoove eacn oflJie seconafloor wiiicfows; a 'OriCK water-taore appears near- ground1eveI:" ~ 
stepped parapet roofline retains concrete copmg and a concrete ornament m the roofline aoove 
the'mam entrance; .A:1l wmaows :in tJie--btrirdffig,-- are modem rep-Iacements witlilii tEe -original" 
openings and retain original concrete sills. The current windows are horizontal, one-over-one sash 
iiimetafrrames; tile- ongm.aIS were IiffeJy mwti=paneasasIi iii wooden rrames;, 

Concrete steps flanked by concrete-capped brick walls rise to the main entrance, recessed 
under a canopy wm"CIFwas aadedin tIie late f98US. The aoul5te steer-dOors are modef11 
replacements but' retain their original twenty-four-light transom and flanking sixteen-1ight 
sideIfgIifs a'Oove-a- smgIewooapanerGliost marKS oran apparent~ or1~affforitiSpiece or lj-tel 
remain above this entrance. Completmg the fenestration of this mam bay are a set of triple -
windOws on eitKer sme ofllfe d"oorway on die first revet sinriIar wiiidOws flariK"a dOut51e' wiri~ow 
on the second level. 

TJie sJ1gIitJy recessedl5'ay to tlie soutli ofllie mam entrance contams a farge openmg with-pve 
grouped windows on both the first and second levels. This section abuts a projectmg end bay at 
tIle soutn termmus oflne ouillfiiig TIieoays to dIe nortn-' ofilie roam entrance origiiiany':lnatclted 
this southern arrangement, but an apparently early addition enlarged the north end of the building. 
TIle resu1I is-a TiliinK area wIiere t11e recesseafiVe-wmdOw sectiOn ongfu.any aoutted11ie proje'c3mg 
end bay_ The newer section projects slightly again and contains a five-window openmg and the 
matc1ifug1~ro.fectfug endOay. Bicn enaoay consiSts OIa set oIdOuole steetao6rs" modem 
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repfacements oIongffiar wooa aoors, toppea15y a liracKclea wood-canopy wilien . Slielters a pa~ of 
original six-light windows above two recessed wood panels; below the panels are original sixteen 
Jfglit transoms directly above die aoors. The second floors ofiliese end1)"ays feature a s~ of 
double windows each. 

The nom facade oft1ie 15Uifdiilg features iITeguIar fenestration ana-a recessed '·entry slielteJ,!ing 
enclosed stairs to the second floor. Original double wooden doors from the entry into the main 
li~ ~ftlie interIor a~e siX"p.ane ~ed·gfass a150ve two raiSeawood·~~eIS. A fOUr~1fght transolf is 
ongmal as wen. Stans and mtenor doors on the south end of the building match this arrangement. 
The soutIi" end,' nowever, fe·attIres regutar Iehestration consisting oftIfree sets of smgle wffid'Ows 
and a triple window on the first and second levels. A single window lights the south wan ofithe 
stairWen-in tlie end15ay as 'Yen. 

Tlie rear, or west, fa-cad'e ottlie mam T5fOCK matclies tfie Hont except t11at tlie soldier co-qrse 
around the upper level is not continuous. Projecting from the rear of the school is a one-story, 
flat-roofea auditonbm wing. TIitee sets ofreetangular windows (replacement }WitIf concrete ~, 
and a set of replacement doors flanked by a single replacement window appear on both the north 
andsoutJi elevations. The rear (west J facade ofllie auditorfum features a steer centrardom., 
flanked by single windows; a brick chimney rises in the southwest comer and the raised parapet 
[oofline onne west meade features a concrete cap. A:l>tiC:K water taole encircle-s ilie auditotjum 
wing as on the main building; this is the wing~s only external ornamentation. ' 

The interiOr oItlie lifgIi'sclioofiS arrangeaarOng a Tong nort~soutliliarr·on eacli "floor. Fivy 
classrooms, an auditorium, and bathrooms line the hall on the first floor. Offices flank the central 
entrance f6y~r, wmcn opens mto tlie mam nan: Sfairs at 15otn' endS oftJiiS naIr access the sec?nd 
floor which features seven classrooms and one bathroom along the main hall, as well as a large 
centrarSpace wlifcli' apparentIy servea originally as science fao space. TI:iiSspace is now\ 
subdivided into offices and small classroom areas. The entire interior is simply finished With 
origmat plaster waDs, molQedlj3seooards and· door frames, creep window sins-Wlth-aprons, flUd 
five-panel wood doors. Dropped acoustical tile ceilings and linoleum tile floors replaced the 
otigiiiaf pIaSter ceilings ana wooaen flOors. In tlie auditoriUm, tfie raised-Stage features a pan~led 
proscenium, square paneled pilasters with projecting decorative capitals, and an upper molded 
cornice wmcli spans die fengtli ortlie stage. Wooael1 auditoriUm cliaits remam as wen.-l'he 
dropped ceilings and tile floor date to a 1959 renovation. 
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The Fuquay Springs Hlgli S-cliooThas been used-continuously as a sclioorraci1ity smce ca~· 
1925. As is typical in older school buildings, changing needs over the years have resulted in some 
moam intenor a1teiatfon~ fucliidllfg mstalliitiOn oidroppeaceilings, partitioil.ing of some" 
interior spaces, and the application of modern materials such as linoleum tile. Additionally, the 
origmarwfudows liave been repIacea 'wifffiif tlie origmalsasli openfu~s. These changes dO not 
compromise the overall architectural or historical integrity of the buildings; it retains original 
elements otStyle, aeslgn, matenalS, craffSmansIllp, reeling and -associatIon. 
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The Fuquay Springs High School building in Fuquay-Varina is eligible for listing under Criterion 
A for its association with the history of local public education in Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina. 
Operated continuously as a school since its construction ca. 1925, the structure is a reminder of 
North Carolina's great period of improvement and expansion of educational opportunities and 
school facilities during the first decades of the twentieth century. The Fuquay Springs High 
School building is among the few well-preserved examples of historic consolidated high school 
buildings in Wake County. The' school's period of significance dates from the building's 
construction, to 1952. Although the school continues to function after 1952, this period is not 
exceptionally significant, therefore the fifty-year, cut-off date is appropriate for Criterion A. 

The context and significance of the school is discussed in the "Historic and Architectural 
Resources of Wake County, North Carolina (ca. 1770-1941) Multiple Property Documentation 
Form (MPDF) and specifically within the context entitled "Boom, Bust, and Recovery Between 
World Wars (1919~1941)." (MPDF pages E65 .. 78) The Fuquay Springs High School is a post- . 
World War I consolidated school property type as defined on pages F150-151 in the MPDF, and it 
meets the registration requirements for this property type as it possesses the physical and 
associative characte~istics for a consolidated school building from the post-1918 era .. ~ It maintains 
its original location, setting, overall form, majority of materials, and ,historic finishes and 
detailing. 

It should be noted that the MPDF refers to the school as both an elementary school (page E74) 
and a middle scho()l, its current function (page F150). However, the primary historic function of 
the building was as a high school, the purpose it served during the period of significance. 

Historical Background 

The small southern Wake County community of Fuquay Springs, today part of Fuquay-Varina, 
was known as Sippihaw in 1880 when a small, two-room, log schoolhouse was built by J. D. 
"Squire" Ballentine on a site near the mineral spring. This school was supposedly the first white 
school between Raleigh and Fayetteville (Thomas, p. 818). Miss Harriet Parker was employed as 
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the first teaclier Iiere ana was later Jomecf15y lier siSter, l\iIiSs Effil ParKer. If is how l(;>ng 
this school operated, but the building itself was later moved to a residential property on South 
MiDi Street. By 18~ anoilier priVate scnoo!; OaKwooa S-Cli004' Jiaa openecroutside town. 1fhe 
Cardenas Boarding School, located in the nearby rural Cardenas community, was privately 
operatea fOr grades one tlfrougli tlfree begirinfug fu fgyg'imder ilie directIon orMis. Irene Co~k .. 
As second Cardenas School, this one a public school, opened around 1910 and served grades one 

thiongJi seven. TIle two-room, rrame scliootemplOyeatwo teacliers ror tJie approximately", 
seventy students. Edith Judd Parker, who attended the Cardenas School, remembered that it 'had 
many windows and-a rofl:up partition between the rooms w1Ucli coulao'e openedto create a large 
space. By all accounts, children received a quality education at the Cardenas School 

The CODllnnnity ofS"'Ji?piliaw oecame mown in f90Z'as Fuquay S-pwgs, in nonor of one of, the 
area's founding families. By 1906 the community had a namesake public school, the Fuquay : 
springs S-clioo[ Tlie tfuee-room fiUifding stooam wJiat is now die town'-s 15usfuess diStri~ 
Fuquay Springs was incorporated in 1909 and by 1910 there was another public school serVing 
wliite cJiiIdren iii graaes one tlftougli seven. HOwever, the reality in ruratNortlf Carolina iii the 
early twentieth century was that there were very few high schools to serve students past the 
seventh grade. The clOsest one to Fuquay Springs was in Hony SPriiigs, andthat was not wilhin 
walking distance (Parker, p. 1). .J 

TIle first two decacfes ofiJie twentletli century saw pnenomenafedilcatlonaI'aevelopment in 
North Carolina, spurred by progressive governmental leadership, greater economic prosperity, 
and' a growing awareness of;' and"concem aoout, !lie staters ~tenectuaI'6'acKWarcfuess""(Lefle1!, p. 
589). Major campaigns were waged to convince the people of the need for local school taxes, 
consolidafeascnoordiStncts, more andOetter sclioolOUiTdings, andlOnger scnoollerms, ~ of 
which were important components of public school expansion and improvement at the tim.e. 
Consolidation was viewe(fas a more economfcaf way to offer a Ociter qualify oteaticat1on rnd 
many counties approved special local taxes to make construction of facilities possible (LallY, p. lr4). 

, Witliiii tliiS environment ofiilcreaseaawareness ofeaucatlonaf needS, community leaaers fhom 
Cardenas and Fuquay Springs won approval in 1914 to conduct an election to approve the J 

consolidatfon oltne C-araenas anaFUquay Springs sclioolS anato pass a 6-onafOt sclioor 
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construction. Their effOrts were successfiifand-a new scIioorinFuquay SPrings opened'ca: If)18 
to students in grades one through eleven. The school had modem electric lights but no indoo.r 
plumbfug or funchroomfOr severalyears. Ohly two Jiigtf scnoolcufsses were oiferedtlie first. \ 
year, two high school teachers served the school, Principal HA. Neal and Mrs. P.T. Farabow; 
aaditionaIleacJiers were aadeam aoout I92U-wIien tKe 15U:ffiffi:Lg was expanded. TwelVe stud~ts, 
eight girls and four boys, comprised the first graduating class of the school in 1922 (Parker, p~ 6). 

According to locafresidents~ tliiS wee-story, oriClf scnootStooa-on tne comer orAcaa€fmy 
and Ennis streets, on the campus of what is today the Fuquay-Varina Middle School F oooer 
students rememoer iliat tlie tlifrcfIIOor orffie scli:oofcontamecFan auditorIum and 'Iliat there was a 
rudimentary lunchroom in the basement of the building, along with first grade classrooms By 
19~or so tifere was apparently a needror a separate mgliscIiooffaciIifjr anatne two-story, brick 
Fuquay Springs High School was constructed adjacent to the elementary building. (By 1977 the 
elementary oUiIdffig was not in use anait was demonsIfeoea. 1989~--J The new sclioofoffo/.ed 
science laboratory space on the second floor and a first floor auditorium. The first graduating 
class at tKe new IUgfi sdiootgradUateam mS-(lliomas, te!epHone mterviews).,. -

The school operated as the community high school until the early 1970s, when a new facility 
was constructed-at a difIerent lOcatfon. At iliat tiine~ tlie btnrdfug became a nnUdTe- schooIJ.:nd 
continues in that function today. Numerous buildings dating from ca. 1930 through the early 
T9Ws liave o-een constructeato rooo a campus eomplex aroundllie oidJiigJf scl100t Althoup 
the old high school is still in use as a school facility, a local preservation group is interested in its 
redevelopment as a connnumt)r arts facility once tJie IOcaf sclioof system takes tlie oUiIailig out of 
active use. The preservation and adaptive reuse of this historic structure will ensure its continued 
recognitiOn as one oftlfe town~ ilnportant liiSto-riC resources .. 
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TIle ooundary otthe nomiiiiitoopfOPerty is aeIilieated-on tKe accompanying Wake CoUnty ~IS 
map, parcel 2482, drawn at ~ scale ofl"=200'. ' 

Houndary J"listiflCa~on 
I 

The nominated parcel, which is less than one acre, encompasses the immediate land 
surrounding the ca. 1925 school building, the oldest building on the current school property. 
The boundary extends east to Ennis Street to take in the street frontage, and it is drawn to 
exclude other school buildings to the north, west, and south .. These buildings post-date the 
classroom and auditorium building, and are of modern construction or represent the later 
development of the school when buildings with specialized functions were constructed. 
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