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Willow Springs vicinity are intact examples of fairly stylish, two-story, triple-A-
roofed I-houses. The Joseph Blake House and the Rufus Jordan Buffaloe House
are good examples of more plainly finished, two-story, triple-A-roofed I-houses

of the period.

The circa 1904 Cannady-Brodgen House is the focal point of a large farm
complex in the Sandy Plain area of northwestern Wake County. According to
local tradition, Edgar Gooch and Sirathner A. Cannaday built the house onto the
front of an older Cannady family dwelling. The two-story, three-bay, single-pile,
frame, triple-A roofed house retains original turned porch posts and balusters, as
well as sawnwork trim and gable ornament. The older portion of the house serves
as a rear kitchen and dining room ell.” The Canady-Brodgen House is similar to
the Frank and Mary Smith House in its use of fine exterior finishes.

The Bill O'Briant Farm is located near the Cannady-Brodgen Farm in Sandy
Plain, and the houses on these farms, both attributed to local carpenter Edgar
Gooch, are almost identical. The two-story, three-bay, single-pile, frame, triple-A
roofed O'Briant House also retains original turned porch posts and balusters, as
well as sawnwork trim and gable ornament, and incorporates a slightly older
dwelling into the larger house as a rear ell. The house differs from the Cannady-
Brodgen House in that it has exterior end chimneys with corbelled caps.'®

The circa 1900 Jesse Penny House in the Raleigh vicinity is another good
example of a two-story, three-bay, single-pile, frame, triple-A roofed house with
original turned porch posts and balusters. A delicate spindle frieze further
decorates the porch. The rear ell of the house was the first dwelling on the
property, constructed around 1890."! Like the Frank and Mary Smith House, the
Jesse Penny House illustrates the wide array of mass-produced ornamentation
available to Wake County builders at the turn of the twentieth century.

? Ibid., 300.
1 Tbid., 301.

" Tbid., 396.
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The William and Amelia Turner House, built in the Willow Springs vicinity in the
late nineteenth century, is a well-preserved, two-story, three-bay, single-pile,
frame, triple-A roofed house with original turned porch posts and balusters and
sawnwork brackets. The Turner House differs from most other Wake County I-
houses from the same period in that it incorporates Greek Revival details such as
window and door surrounds with cornerblocks and an entrance framed by
sidelights and a transom with Victorian adornments. '

The Price-Ingram House, built on a farm in the Knightdale vicinity in the late
nineteenth century, is a two-story, three-bay, single-pile, frame, triple-A roofed
house with more elaborate woodwork than other Wake County examples of this
form. A paneled double-leaf front door is protected by decorative double screen
doors, and the center hall is divided by a movable louvered screen with two doors
and a spindle frieze. Brick piers topped with square posts and richly detailed
sawnwork brackets with drop pendants support the hip-roofed front porch.'? Like
the Frank and Mary Smith House, the Price-Ingram House features a tall rear shed
and one-story ell that accommodate a center-hall, double-pile plan on the first
floor.

The Turner and Amelia Smith House was built near the Frank and Mary Smith
House in the Willow Springs vicinity. William and Amelia Myatt gave their
daughter Amelia 211 acres of land in 1886 and Turner and Amelia built a house
much like that of their respective siblings Frank and Mary. The two-story, three-
bay, single-pile house has the tall rear shed and ell permitting the expanded first-
floor plan and a wrap-around porch supported by chamfered and bracketed posts.
Circular gable vents, deep gable returns, a molded and bracketed cornice, four-
over-four windows and a front entrance surrounded by sidelights and a transom
further gnbellish the house, which has been empty and neglected for more than a
decade. ‘

2 1bid., 402.
13 Ibid., 283.

" Tbid., 381-382.
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The Joseph Blake House is a good example of a simply finished three-bay, triple-
A-roofed I-house constructed around 1900. The only decorative elements
incorporated into the building are the hip-roofed front porch supported by Tuscan
columns, the quatrefoil attic vent in the gables, and the paneled double-leaf front
door that was salvaged, along with the porch columns, from an earlier house."

The Charles Y. Williams House, another triple-A-roofed I-house built around
1900, 1s even plainer, its decorative elements restricted to slender turned posts at a
wraparound porch and simple diamond-shaped gable vents.'® These more modest
I-houses appeared on the landscape of late nineteenth-century Wake County with
greater frequency than more architecturally inspired dwellings such as the Frank
and Mary Smith House.

These two-story, three-bay, single-pile, frame, triple-A roofed houses are
particularly good examples of a house type that was once dominant in Wake
County and is now rapidly disappearing from the landscape. Many of the I-
houses included in Kelly Lally's architectural survey completed in the early 1990s
have vanished in the path of development, making the survivors increasingly
significant representatives of an important period of growth and prosperity for
Wake County farmers.

S 1bid., 232-233.

16 1bid., 282.
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10. Geographical Data
UTM points — continued
5. zome 17 709600 3939180

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated property consists of approximately sixteen acres of Wake County
PIN #0696345317 as indicated by the heavy solid line on the enclosed tax map.

Boundary Justification

The nominated tract encompasses the original site of the Frank and Mary Smith
House and approximately sixteen contiguous acres of the land given to Mary by
her parents, William and Amelia Myatt, in 1880. This tract provides a historically
appropriate setting for the house. The remaining thirty-four acres of the tax parcel
still associated with the house are excluded because they are largely characterized
by a modern ranch house and pond and a relocated tobacco bam.

Photograph Catalog

All photographs by Heather Fearnbach, 3334 Nottingham Road, Winston-Salem,
N.C., on March 9, 2002. Negatives located at the North Carolina SHPO.

1. Frank and Mary Smith House, Front (east) elevation
2. Side (north) elevation

3. Interior, Parlor mantel

4. Interior, Front door

5. Interior, Balustrade

6. Tobacco Barn with shed additions
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Frank and Mary Smith
"~ House
Willow Springs vicinity

This document is a graphic representation only of best available sources. Wake County agsumes no responsibility for any errors.
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