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In 1820 Willie P, Mangum, during a visit to the plantation,noted that,
"Here 1ls the finest estate in North Carolina. . .thousands of acres of
land in one body as rich as the banks of the Nile, a canal. . .emptying
the waters of the lake in Scuppernong River. o .On the canal there is

the greatest variety of useful and ingenious machinery that I have ever
seen," Shortly after 1830 Josiah Collina III took over the management
of Somerset Place plantation from his father. His decision to actually
live at Lake Phelps on a full-time basis, rather than in Edenton as his
father and grandfather had done, resulted in extensive development of
the plantation. In 1829 Josiah III had married Mary Riggs of New Jerscy,
and for a time the couple lived in the Colony House, a four-room dwelling
at Somerset Place. During this time, construction was begun on a fourteen
room Mangsion House on the site. With its completion, Somerset Place
quickly became a social center in addition to its agricultural role.

And, the hospitality of the Collins family soon became legendary through-
oul: North Carolina. IFrom 1830 until the Civil War Josiah Collins III
continued to develop Somerset Place. The plantation became a leading
producer of corn in North Carolina and a model of a self-sufficient
productive plantation. With the coming of the Civil War, however, the
Collins family fled to Hillsborough where Josiah III died. During the
war years the plantation began to decline due to the inattention of its
owner, and after the war, despite attempts by members of the Collins
family to revive the estate, Somerset Place had to be sold to satisfy
creditors. Somerset Place changed hands several times after 1870, and
in the 1930s the plantation and adjoining farms were purchased by the
federal govermment for the Scuppernong Farms Resettlement Project. In
1939, a part of this land became Pettiprew State Park, named for the
Confederate general who ouwned "Bonarva," a plantation adjoining
Somerset. In the early 1950s a program of research, archaeology, and
restoration was begun on Somerset's mansion house and the several extant
dependencies. In 1967 responsibility for Somerset Place was transferred

to the State Department of Archives and History. Interior restoration and

furnishing of the Mansion House was completed in 1969, and a long-term
program of restorabion and furnishing the extant outbuildings is being
undertaken.

Archltecturally Somerselt Place is significant as one of two places
of its type in North Carolina which reflects a further development of the
"double~pile" and T-shaped house plan. And, the transition between the
full-length, one-story veranda on a tWOmstory house (with a shed to
balance in.the rear), to the great two-story colonnaded portico that is

the final phase in the evolution of the porch in North Carolina. The
delicate parches on the Mansion House also give sting Bahamian

character to the exterior of the structure. As such, Scmerset Place is
one of the best exbant examples of coastal plantatlon houses of its
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