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roof that d an ectrlior gable rooi'. 
Ve cornice can be seen unooy' the heav'"'J 

ge 
the apex. 

rise the rear of the roof near 
Their stacks r~ve been nQTvv roof lITas 

adcied. These stacks are 1.1l"1"t.1SUal in 2I'e narrm'l 
rectangles in so viTith the sides pa.r·al~el to "Ghe facades. Each 
featuces a stuccoed baJld aI'ounci the cap Cilld en ci diam,ond-
orrJ,a-r;;.en t OelOl'iT. Early in this on 
2:'1 UllcoUTsed stone foundation that extends 
constructed around all but the east end of 

a balustrade Has 
the house. 

Each side of the house :is four' 02.Ys -;,:ide lv-ith HL.nd OHS cont2.:::"n:il1g 
nine -cver-ni11e sash at the first level and sr::aller si:;;;::-over-six sash at the 
second. In the clipped gables : .. lD the east and \'Jest sides are thl~ee attic 
vTindoHs, the central O::1e containing large six-over-six sash "vThile the fla..rJ.~in.g 

one shave lour'-over-four The archi t:::."ave s 2I'01.u1d the second srLJry and attic l . 
vTmoo\"Ts on the west Side, v,Thich faces tr..e access Toad, are quite diffeTent 
froIn the molded surrounds around the "[rJindovTs. Each of these b2.Ys 
is fra...Yfled by a plain archi trave ~'Tith corneTblocks al"ld sur'mounted by a 10H 

flat pediment The first story vJ"incim{s retain their original moldings. 

The m2.in entrance, located in the second b2.Y from the left 0::;' the south 
facade, features a fine tra.nsom containing splayed c~iamond-shap2d p2 .. n.es arld i 

a vTide raised-paneled door hung on rising hinges. The rear entra.;.'1ce, ill the 
l'Jest bay on the rear (north) facade, is not quite as ~{ide, but otherlvise 
identical 

The interior is divided into f08~ rooms. " The tHO lv-est rooms ere 
e ssentia~ly square while the others 2r-e much laI'ger and rect&.ngular in shape 
The :nain entrance leads into the smaller sou thlf!e st room that serve s as a 
st2.ir hall. It is finished \"J"ith vertically sheathe d vJalls and h2.s a chai~ 
rail consistin.g of a flat ·!:J·::;aded-edged boar-d 1rTith 2. horizontal Il101ded ba..'1d 
2.lJplied along the center. The m2_in stai~' rises in flights froL the 
.sc"C~t:-_~Tes\::; co::cner of the Too:::n. 1':.1.e 0:)e:::1- fi::.-'.st ::r..""un i'eat1lY'es a 1ta'\Ie 
design .slong the stringer a..nd a VJell-tur~:.ed be:2ustr2~3e. T-f1e second run" 
entered by a raised-pal1eled door" is encl·~sed. The stair-case has raised-:-
~ar:.eled sides above the stringer vThich repeats the Have sign soffi t 
has, raised pa..n.els as vmll. The 11211 is heated by a small fireplace in the 
nort:'.'l ·Hall. The mantel is quite narrOH 2-nd is of 2..2.t8 Georgian design 1';i th 
t1-TO lar'ge v-srtic2.1 raised paYl.els above the arched frmnedby 
ve~:.r':'2.cula:, pilast82."s" tl1e upper ~Jortio::.s of -vJhicr~ a:C6 fluted The pilasters 
S-~)po:'t a he 2V'J 21101c.3d shelf ado:::-'ned lrith a I'mV' of shallmv molded de::-:tils. 
T~'1e Y'korth'/Test room is finisheci i:.r.i. the S2,13 i'asl1ion but is dominated by the 

breast on tl18 south Hall v;~".:ic:1 is covl3~'ed Hi th vertical 
sheathing and contains a mantel sim.ilc:.:r' to -t,hat in the southvJest hall. 
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The 

The molded shelf, those on 
bre aks OVel" the 
ci orr2.nated th3 
sinil2I' to those in the 

T~J:e nor-the E.st rOOIn, nOH 
brsE.st Oil the ,south \'J2.11. 

other :irst ~loor rooms but nas 
flat panels above d 221Cl a coved cOY'Dice sh.31f, 

st~'-' r siYr1ilar to the InEin s~cair rises i'roln the northeast co::ener o£' the 
l<::i tcllen "GO the second £'1001', The e::1closed portion is quite hO'/Jever) 
TITi thout, t.~e raised that appear on tile main s:.air. 

me second story ts e s the S2f1e as tIle fiTst v:2- th 
I e::'J :r~otable excsp tio!ls . l'ne 1-J'e s t on of th2 sou thvJ8s t rocJ::~" has be 2:-1-

pa:~ti tioned ofi to form a stair hall for the S·GE.lr from t:-s i'loor and 
the attic st2ir "ltJmch rise s above the lrJ.ain PZlother erlclosed attic 
stai:::." ascenc.s from the northeast roon'i. Also batHes;l the 
so:.::heast arlO. sOllth-::Test roo;;1S &D'osa:rs to be 2. for an eaY'lisr 
Hall) 2?,id to 1:.2.ve be en vii thOLlt a ,doc2-". If t::-.is ~'Jas i::'1oee d 

t~e seco~ld floor '>Tas divided in-';:,o tlTO e :'21y 
SR-:J2'a"Ge sectic:'ls l'Jith access o~11y t::e i'ro::1t stair' to t[-.:e H6st 
rOO'lES and the rear stair to the east one s. 

7ie p2.rti2.1ly i'inislled 2.ttic is di. vided :in~o tr.Y'ee roorr~s "l\Ti t~ ve::c'tic 
s~'lea ~:r.e c5. vTalls Tne small sou th~Te st roo!:". h2S no doo~' a:r-;,d is reached. only 

t=.he malE attic stair The other tl\TO rOOIrlS are served by the enclosed. 
stair rising i'roill the northeast ~'oom on the seco~'ld floor. 
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0 Invonlion r-' .......J Science 

0 Landscape 0 Scu 1;/lUre 
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l'1.8 l2I' ge h::::JUse 
S"Cokes, is far the 
t21ere is very little 

F::."Oill an eX3.liD.nation of 

itorlon 

n 
'----' 

Theater 

0 T ronsporletion 

!l~:.:med ~=ter its most noted 
tsntious of l~S period in s 
information ~s to VIho built it or 
t~19 c~eeds 211d ·vJills, as well ~s 

of t::-~e si tU2.tions and 2.cti-vi tie s o:C the pe o)le ~Jho at various 
the property -v~here the house St2210S:; cert2,in tentative jUdgements may be 
Dut forth. 

It seems like that the nouse uas built before 1779 by Hugh NC!l-cgon:ery; 
a 1';-e c.l thy Salisbury mer chc.nt , 
exts:C-lsi ve land holdings in 111illce s 
executed on December 13, 17795 
1.a2.1CS t!len called "the bent 

of' Phi18.delphia, vrho had o"!:.cleci 
the 17503. By a deed 

conveys d the housear~d 
n2Ii1S d fo::.~ its 10c2.tion in 2. bend 

of the Y2..dkin River), in tr1l3t to fri s t~'rin daughters, Rachel anc. Rebecca. 

In 1796 Rachel married ~·lo:.--~tfo::::;t Stol~es and at this tir.}8 !JGCC2.'13 le 
o~'7Le::::' of lithe bent. I: .Ll -Gf2.e E6 IiTlyc.;:eds Yilao.e their home 0-" :22c!~el's 

:) 12.0.""'1 ta.ti on, IJio::1.tfort IS Cal"'E,er as a -public SerVcJ1t caused him to be 2..-.:~2..y 

.fro~fl Filkes County nost of the ti:Tl6~. 1.;': an .1807 letter 1<r.rittsn to S-cokes, 
then in Sal2.sbury, a Ivt~'. 0 I probably t>.cis overse6~') s-G2..tes 
that 1!11ve are all Hell at the bent 2110. T ~ave four steers for yo::... IT 

stokes" tr.a Ti10St illust~'ious resideY'"t of llthe bent;;!! devoted his 
li£'e to ~')ublic ser-Ilice. After in the ~evolution, he beca:ne 211 
assistaEt clerk of the Cc:rol:3._~2. Senate in 1785 at the 2ge of t';JeYl 
tiL'ee. F'rem 1790 to 1799 he i:J&.S cler-k of: the Ro~!cc.Fl. COtl21ty Cou::::,t 

out r-eturncc1 to in 1799 tte 
Senate, a position he held -L'Ltil '18iO lil:en ~'1.e elected to the U:J.:3.tec 
States Senate. After a ten-year in the U. S Senate, 2nd tvJO yeC2's 
in :.he Nort~'l Cax'oliTIa }Iouse of sentatives, he was 2:?poi~l."Ged state 

(18.30-: 18.32). ImlT~ediately l~-:JO:'l l~is retirern.ent from -Cr:.2 gove:::':..-_o::." 
?r-6s::"c.ent JacksoYl selected Sto~~es as 2..!"1 I:::1dian cOIn.missioner, a post he he 
unti~ his deE-th in ~t 842 . 

Ir: Rachel Stcke SIS vJill:; -!J::''' eve C. in 3.(.:.8 di~'ected he~ 

lTlyssl£' 2.::''1.8. yay son i'i. S. Sto~'Ces C~.nQ -\-.J. :I2c~ett:; nm·! reside II "eJe sold 
the e::>;:8cutO::::'S. j,~=-'t2r the [.Lo-,,:se ~T2.S put up for publ~c sde sS·v'-ar-0 

A de cre e i'r elr:. SU:9re;:-:"~8 
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Hor~tfo:~t Stokes 
North Carolina. 

in the state of p.I'chi ves CLn.d 

RO"ltJan COUD ty Re c oras , 
Office of ttg Re 

Rowan County Courthouse" S2_li 
ter of Deeds. ( 

l~orth Carolirla, 
Dee ds, trJills). 

Rm'Jan COlmty Records; State Department of Archives a:-ld History, .Raleigh) North 
C81"olina ( Subc:r ou~os Dee ds) 1rJills). 

Surry COllL~ty Records, 
Office of the 

County Couy·thouse" }1our:t l'\orth Csrolina, 
of Deeds. (Subgroups Deeds, ~-Jills) 

Surry Cou~lty Records" State De-oa:ctment of Archives and Histo2."Y) Raleigh) I~oy'th 
, ''":':! -('ol -;,,\ ~ '( C;U"o -~,~ou· ~) C' • De~ Q's) 1·r.l' l_l s) _'1_ • _ __ _..:..c... t. \J ~ 0...1-. -.J., -' G '-' J/V. -

Hilkes Cou.:.l1ty Records, Filkes County Courthouse, :rJill(esboro, North Carolina, 
Office of the Register of Deeds. (Subgroups Deeds) lJills) 

1rJilke s County Records, State Departl-s.el'"lt of l'"I'chi-,;es 221d 5istory" Raleigh) 
North Carolina (Subgroups Deeds, vTills) 
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Montfort Stokes House 
SR 1144 
Wilkesboro vici~~ty, ~orth Carolina 

state Highway Commission 
Scale: 1 "/1 mile 
July 1!) 1967 

Latitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

360 08' 19" 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

81° 12f 51" 
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