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STREET AND NUMBER: 

North Brid 
CITY OR TOWN: 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

I" 

o District ZJ Sui Iding 

o Site 

OWNERSHIP 

i29 Public Public Acquisition: 

o Private' o In Process o Structure 

o Object o Both o Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Cllock 0110 or Morn (IR Approprlnto) 

o Agricul'ural o Government o Park 

o Commercial o Industrial o Private Residence 

STATE 

North 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY, 0 Federal 0 State 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS, 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

ST ATUS 
ACC ESSI GL E 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

1

0 Occupied 

o Unoccupied IZl 
\Xl Preservation work 0 

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

in progre o No 

o Transportation o Commonts 
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: I'Ji, 

Corml T IOrl " hUln'(. 

(Cllo( Ii OIlO) 

j Moved 

indicating possible 
hill which 3 

The ea:::;t efront) 
con tral dJ1c1 

'\'lJ.th 
contain~:> 

panels i'rDJucd by {;1- simple WOOdC:::l cC1s:mg and a Above 
the door at the second 1ev81 is a vrindcn'l sash 
and a rough stone Tr.is side of the jail contains IS 

quarters The port:~on o:f tb,e bui.lding contains tho cells ~'hc 
central door io constl'uctod of d:L\::(.gollCll boards studdod cut na:l.l:3 on 
tho front and vCI,tic~ boards on the back I-!~ is set in a thi(~lc ri vtJcl 
wood frame and tr{ll1Som. The exi.sting v.rindov{s on the bays 11& vo 
)'/Ooden casings and sills vrl th 8D.Gh Thoy aro fitted 1«i t,h 
four vortica1 and b'IO {)'orizonta:t iron b:J.J:'s Tbe 30uth ~.l.cJ.c is tl'~'O 
\\i'ith \v..l.n(lU\lJS s::l;llilar to ti'lOGt) on the second ~3tory 01' the If': 

on the mn.in facade.. The north side is also two bay's (,·rlcie 'ili. 'til vrln(iolIC~ 
re~;embling those Ot~ the ri€:ht side of the main facacie arc 
excopt the upper left bay 'which is protected by an iron E:;rid The rear of 
the jail is 'Gl~d:'ee bcJ.ys \'lid8 and has barred viindo1;ls in tho two left baY'S 
Tho right bD·Y contnins .:L transornod dOOr on tho f,ir::J'G flool' .:::md D.. windoH 
on tho [Jocond ld,ith ~:;tonc Gill [.l.ncl nino-oV(;r-:"ij.x :Janh ThiD door '''';.:U3 

a.pparently GhelteT'EJd at one time by a snaLl porch \tJh:Lch V:~3 destroyed 
Beneath the jdile:c IS qUD.rters is a one-room cellar entored by a Gmal:J., 
opening on the r~ar of the building 

Tho interior has e::3scntially a center-passage On t,1"1o suuth side 
of the haLl a flight of stairs ·vri. th a primi.ti vo narld rc:.il support.ed by 
:;;,C111('l1'O ba1ustorG On the north cj,(lo of tho bD.Ll i::; one 1.:11'[-;8 cell 
'vnin orjc;ina,11y partitioned J.nto 'tHO cel1:-.; J each "vi th ;J, COrner 
but tho burrier '\;vall ha.G been removed 'rh8 coIl is nov! ontorod tlu'ou[:;h :.::,(, 
un11c:;ual iron door opening fixed \·ri th an iron grato, 
serni-circular in s soction of tf18 a,to of 

ck in :::,outh 
LU'C: f.)\vO rOOj',I.,.0 'vihicL 3eJ'vcd I ~ O~I 

pla.::>torcd br:i.ch: no rC.i'inclTlcnts J\ 
cta:i:c to tJ'w floor iu loc:atod in tho i'20:tiL 1:'OOjJ[. 1'110 

second story is sirni1ar i:n plcln to tho f:Lrct, except that tbo d 
the DDrth side is still two doors on the north side are 
icient:ical to the one a.t entrJ.nco described above" The t'\110 roo11',S 
on tho south side of the hall contain prilr.iti vo toi1c'G 

I 

fFU~:LLities consi::-;;ting of C3. wooden box 'with 3"i'1 insorted toilot, , 
oOHl The JD.-i.l retaiJ1S much of its orig:L."1al hardv:are includinG strap I 

hin£:;8[3 a.nd several early locks 
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Abor ,ginol 0 Educuli on 0 Polilicol 0 Urban Planning 

0 P,ehi!l.toric 0 Engi need ng 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Orh'IH (Spoci I)') 

0 Hi!l.loric 0 Industry IOliophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

~ Architecturll!l 0 Lond!l.cope 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Archi hu::tufe SOCIO I/Humon-

0 Commerce 0 LiteraturEi Horion 

0 Communicotionll 0 Military 0 Theoter 

0 Cons ervo! ion 0 Music 0 Trans portal ion 

S TAT EM EN T 0 F S I G N I Fie AN C E 

The old 1~ilkes COUTlty was authorized 
the 1856, court and a cormnission 1IlaS appointed to ct 
a suitable site In of the same year, the reported 
that they had agreed upon the 'Inorth public lot nmV' dry" lIihich 
was lot 9, East, in the origi.t'1.J.l vlilkesboro tovm plan Actual 
construction was underway by late 1858 and was completed February, 
1859 The finished structure had cells and included a 
residence for the 

During the vIaI' Between the States the jail was used to house 
Confederate provisions as well as prisoners.. the lI.rar, Tom Dula 
(of the famous ballad "Hang Dovm Your Head Tom Dooley") vlas incar­
cerated here until a change of venue was obtained by his defense 
attorney, former Governor Zebulon Vru1ce. 

The old County 
of nineteenth cent1l.r'""'y 
particular note is the 
devices .. 

is one of best 
architecture in North Carolina. Of 

of its primitive security and 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOlvllNATEO F'ROPEF(TV: 

ALL S T A l' E 5 AND CO U tJ TIE. S FOR 

I\s the des ignated Slate Li"lison Officer for the Na­

tional Hi~~loric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

flll-flGS), I hereby !lomilH-JtC' Lhi:> pruperty for inclusion 

in tile Nntiorwl Rf'gist.er find certify that it has been 

evaluated acclJrd1n~~ lo the criteria "'lid procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service, The recommended 

level of signlficonce of this nomination is: 

Nationnl lJ SLale {g Local Cl 

Name 

Tit Je of 

Seconds 
(/ 09 09 

ST" TE OR COUN TV BOUN DARI £5 

I he reby certify that this property is included in the 

NutiO[)H 1 He~,ister, 

Chief, OUice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

))nl.e 

ATTEST: 
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Old Wilkes 
North Br" County Jail 
Wilkesbo:~ge Street 

Map of the To 
Town of W'lk wn of Wilkesb 
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