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“on the south side of the hall contain intercsting primitive toilet

The old Wilkes County joil is a rectangular two-s tory brici structure
with interior end chimmeys and a low hipped roof with o wide ovcrﬂar;ﬂ
Tne north clevation and the west nalf of the east elevabion arse laid in
Flemish bond., The remainder of the buildingis in one-third Americen bond,
iudicating possivle alteration. The jail is situsted on the cide of a
hill which provides space for a walk-in cellar under the rcar.

The east (front) side is throe ba ays wide with entrances through the
central and 1lef? bays. The left entrance conbains a door wilth two verticol |
panels frawed by & simple wooden casing and a four-light traunsom. Above
the door at the second floor level is & window with nine-over-six sash
and a rough stone sill. This side of the jail contains the jailer's

jarters. The right portion of the bu¢Ld¢ng contains the cells. The

central door is consbructed of diageonal boards studded with cut naills on
the front and vertical boards on the back. It is set in a thick rived
wood [rame and transom, The existing windows on the right bays have neavy
wooden casings and sills with six-over-six sash. They are fitted with
Lour vertical and two horizontal iren bars. The south side is two Da;n Wil
with windows sindlar to Those on the second story of the joiler's Guarters
on the muin facade. The north side is also two bays wide with windows
resembling thoge on the right eide of the main facade. All are barred
except the upper left bay which is protected by an iron grid. The rear of
the jail is three bays wide and has barred windows in the two left bays. |
The right bay containe a transomed doopr on tho flrst fioor and a window
on tho socond with stone oill and nine-over-six sash.  ©Thio door wasn
apparenvly sheltered at one time by a small porch which wus destroyed. |
Beneath the Jailler's cuorters is a one-room cellor entered by a small
opening on the resr of the building. i

The interior has essentially a center-passage plar On the south side
of the hall is a flight of stalrs with & primitive hand reil supported by

square balusters. On the north scide of tho hall is one large cell. 1t
vias originally portitioned into two cells, cach wilth o corner LerplN((
Lut the barricr wall has been removed. The cell is now cntered through an
unusual iron-door with a rectangular opening Tixed with an iron grate,
seiti~circular in plan. The walls in this gection of the bullding are of
wiiltowashed brick leid in American bond. On the south side of thc hall

he o~

Care o roons which served as the Jadler's uarvers.  Tne wolls are ol
‘plastered brick with no refinements other than a simple bacscboard. A

scceondary cbair to the upper floor is locatoed dn tho fronb room. Tihe
second story is similar in plan to the first, except that the wall dividing
the north side is still in place. The two doors on the north side are
identical to the one at the main entrance described ﬂboveo The two rooms

facilltles consisting of a wooden box with an .ﬂSOTtbd funneli-shaped toilot
bowl., The joil retains much of its oripginal hardware including strap
hinges and several early locks.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old Wilkes County jail was authorized for construction during
the February, 1856, court term, and a commnission was appointed to select
a suitable site. In iay of the same year, the commissioners reported
that they had agreed upon the '"north public spring lot now dry" which
was lot 9, East, in the original Wilkesboro town plan. Actual
construction was underway by late 1858 and was completed by February,
1859, The finished structure had several cells and included a
residence for the Jailer.

During the War Between the States the jail was used to house
Confederate provisions as well as prisoners. After the war, Tom Dulae
(of the famous ballad "Hang Down Your Head Tom Dooley") was incar-
cerated here until a change of venue was obtained by his defense
attorney, former Governor Zebulon Vance. ' » -

The old Wilkes County Jjall is one of the best preserved examples
of nineteenth century penal architvecture in North Carolina. OF
particular note is the survival of its primitive security and sanitary
devices.
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CSTATE LIAISOM OFFICER CERTIFICATION 7

As the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-6:55), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nationa) Register and certi(y that it has been
evaluated according to the crileria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. ‘The recommended

level of sigmﬁcunce of this nomination is:

National State  ¥X) Local (]
Name ?%//W/
Dr. H. G./Jones

Title Djrector, Stabe Department of
Archives and History

Date October 14, 1970
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Date

Chief, Office of Archieology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

Date

Keepar of The National Registor

4329

SNOTLDNn ¥ LS NI



0ld Wilkes County Jail

North Bridge Street
Wilkesboro

~N=~
Map of the Town of Wilkesboro
"~ Town of Wilkesboro
" Scale: 1 3/L /1,000t
September 21, 1964

. Latitude Longitude
~ degrees mimites Seconds degrees minutes seconds
369 08 5én 810

091 ogn




