
county MR 
lewhite House # 1 4 Item number 8 

He was captured at Strasburg, Virginia in October, 1864, and was hetg a 
prisoner of war for nearly eight months at Fort; Delaware, Delaware 

1 

Applewhite returned home after June, 1865, and resided with his family 
in the Applewhite House. _ �~�n� the division 0flhis father's estate he had 
received sixty-eight and one-quarter acres, but he had also acquired 
other parcels from his father's estate upon reaching his majority. He had 
purchased two parcels from his father's estate, sixty acres �f�r�~�~� John A. 
Lane in 1863, and sixty-seven acres from Alvin Bagley in 1867. The 1870 
census showed that Applewhite was a planter owning $2500 in real property 
and $1000 in personal property.13 His mother, Orpha, lived with him until 
her death in 1896.14 Applewhite probably remodelled his father's planta
tion house between 1870 and 1880. Although the massing of the house is 
still that of the Greek Revival residence built by Henry Applewhite in the 
late l840s, many Victorian features are also found in the house (see archi
tectural description). Family tradition maintains that Applewhite did a 
great deal of work to improve the house after he returned home from the war, 
and the appearance of the house supports this tradition.15 

Applewhite's first wife died circa 1887, and he married for the second 
time circa 1888 to Rachel Scarborough of La Grange.16 Applewhite continued 
to acquire property during the last quarter of the nineteenth century,17 
and in 1903 he died intestate.18 When Applewhite died he owned an interest 
in the Stantonsburg Supply Company as well as his plantation.19 His son, 
W. H. Applewhite Jr., aged twenty-six, was the administrator of his estate.20 
W. H. Applewhite Jr. had received a parcel of land, including the family 
plantation, �i�~� 1890, but his father reserved life rights to the property 
for himself .. 2 

William H. Applewhite Jr. was born on February 23, 1877 on his father's 
plantation. 22 He became both a farmer and a merchant. It is uncertain 
that W. H. Applewhite, Jr., ever lived on his father's plantation after he 
reached his majority. By 1903 he was living at Moyton, just outside of 
Stantonsburg, and he was a stockholder in the Stantonsburg Supply Company.23 
In 1906 he purchased a lot in the town of �S�t�~�n�t�o�n�s�b�u�r�g� where he erected his 
house.24 Applewhite married Nannie Barnes.2 In 1910 and 1911 he acquired 
two commercial lots in the town of Stantonsburg26 and �i�~�7�l�9�l�2� he was one 
of the principals in the firm of W. H. Applewhite & Co. During the de-
pression Applewhite was forced to sell the family plantation to R. C. D. 
Beaman, 28 but the family repurchased the property in 193429 and Apple
white and his heirs have owned and farmed the property since that date. 
The Applewhite House has been occupied by tenants since the early twentieth 
century when the present owner's father moved to town. Applewhite died in 
196430 and his son, James William Applewhite, is the present owner. 

Footnotes 

lAuthor's interview on March 19, 1981 with Virginia Applewhite Tyson, 
daughter of William He Applewhite, Jr., hereinafter cited as Tyson interview. 
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2 
Tyson interview .. 

3Jesse Applewhite to Henry Applewhite, Nov~mber 26, 1841, Book 23, 
68, Edgecombe County Deeds, Tarboro. 
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4A11ocation of the dower of Orpha Applewhite, March 7, 1850, Book 25, 
174, Edgecombe County Deeds, Tarboro. 

5 
Tyson interview .. 

6 
Tyson interview .. 

7Louis H. Manarin and Weymouth T .. Jordan, Jr. (Eds.), North Carolina 
Troops, 1861-1865: A Roster (Raleigh: Division of Archives and History, 
1971,) V .. 3, 412, hereinafter cited as Manarin and Jordan, North Carolina 
Troops .. 

8 . d J d N h I' 3 412 Manarln an or an, ort Caro lna Troops, V., .. 

9Manarin and Jordan, North Carolina Troops, V.3, 412. 

10Manarin and Jordan, North Carolina TrooEs, V.3, 412. 

llLand Division of Henry Applewhite, , 1852, Book 24, 574, 
Edgecombe County Deeds, Tarboro. 

12John A. Lane to William H. Applewhite, March 29, 1863, Book 3, 225, 
and Alvin Bagley to William H. Applewhite, February 5, 1867, Book 2-3, 35, 
Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

13Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County. 

14Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County, indicates 
that Orpha was part of W. H. Applewhite's household in that year.. Family 
tradition maintains that she continued to live with her son until her death .. 

15 
Tyson interview .. 

16 
Tyson interview .. 

17wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

18Tyson interview. See also application of Rachel Applewhite, widow, 
for one year's support, November 7, 1903, Special Proceedings, Book 5, 177, 
Wilson County .. 

19petition to sell real estate, January 13, 1906, Special Proceedings, 
Book 7, 377, Wilson County .. 

20Death Certificate of William H. Applewhite, Jr., 1964, #157, Wilson 
County Vital Statistics Records. 
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2lW. H Applewhite to Henry Applewhite, April I, 1890, Book 29, 119, 
Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. I 

22Death Certificate of William' H. Applewhite, Jr., 1964, t157, Wilson 
County Vital Statistics Records. See also 1870 census, Wilson County. 

23rncorporation of the Stantonsburg Supply Co., June 5, 1903, Book 1, 
136, Wilson County Courthouse. 

24 S. H. Crocker to W. H. Applewhite, December 15, 1906, Book 76, 406, 
Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

25 
Tyson interview. 

26 s . H. Crocker to We H. Applewhite, 1910, Book 85, 230 and 1911, Book 
85, 295, Wllson County Deeds, Wilson. 

27rncorporation of W. H. Applewhite & Co., November 2, 1912, Book 1, 
415, Wilson County Courthouse. 

28w• H. Applewhite & Co. to R. C. D. Beaman, February 8, 1932, Book 
198, 591, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

29 R. C. D. aeaman to W. H. Applewhite, February 8, 1934, Book 208, 
434, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

30Death Certificate of William H. Applewhite, Jr., 1964, t157, Wilson 
County Vital Statistics Records. 
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10 - BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The 176.5 acres being nominated with the W. H. Applewhite house are part of the 124-
acre dower property of Orpha Applewhiteand a tract of 450 acres acquired by Henry 
Applewhite in 1841. The land still associated with the house is part of Henry and Orpha 
Applewhite's plantation and continues to be farmed. 

13 - PHOTOGRAPHS 

The W. H. Applewhite house was originally photographed in 1980 during the county-wide 
survey. The site was revisited in 1985 by Archives and History staff to determine 
its present condition. The house is still occupied and well-maintained. The 1980 
photographs depict the 1985 condition of the property. 
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