
Form NQ.,.~~. ,0-1 11,\ 
\.t\e\J· 

UNITED STATES DEPAR.TrvIENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FOR 

RECEIVED 

DA TE ENTERED 1.-___ . ____ ._--

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

HISTORIC 

Shady Oaks 
AND/OR COMMON 

Cheek-l\vitty House 

STnEET & NUMBER 

__ E_'_o __ s_:L_d_e_S __ oR_,_o __ 1_6_0_0_, __ O_o_7 __ m __ i_o __ s_o_u_t_h __ o_f ___ S_._R_. __ l_6_0_1 _________________ NOTFORPUBLlCAl_IO_~_j ______________ _ 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISHllCT 

Harrenton -X- VICINITY OF 2nd 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

CA'I'IOl\1 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PFlESEI\lT USE 
_DISTRICT __ PUBLIC ....xoCCUPIED 

.-XBUILDING(S) X PI-lIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTUF1E _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-XNO 

O'W 1"'\]E11 OF OJPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. H ~ Kenneth Husti.an 
STREET & NUMBEI-l 

Route 2 
CITY, TOWN 

Harrcnton 

CA'Jl0I\f Of LJE 
COURTHOUSE, 

._------- --~-

_ VICINITY OF 

DESCRIJPTlor~ 

_AGRICULTUHE -MUSfUfvl 

_COMMERCIAL _PAnK 

_EDUCATIONAL .APRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT __ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL - TRANSf'OflTATION 

_MILITARY __ OTHEn: 

STATE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Harren Coun t L~01.l'C.~ h'?llS~ ____________ . __________ . _________ _ 
STR[ET L!;' j\JuMIJEn 

CITY, TOWN SlAlE 

llTLE 

Franc.c.s Bcnj .:lmin Johns ton Colle.c t:Lon 
.--~--,--------~-----------------.--. ----_.-. - -----.----.. ---------~--- ----~------ ---------~--,--- ---~------.--

DATE. 

19JO::-; ):-FEOEnAL _. sr A IT ___ COUNTY _LOC.'\L 

DlPO~;ITOnY fOR 

su n\TY REr:onDS 1'~ 1 . f' ____ ~ _____ .. ____ ._·~2.Ii.Lt::.Y_{)-:..-1J011&res..!;.. __ --_-- . _________ . ____________ . ______ .. ____ ._. _______ ._._. ______ _ 
Cil Y. rO'NN SI/\ II: 

{lashington 
-----------.-----. --___ -_. ___________ . __________ ~.~.L__. __ . ___ . ___ . ______ . _____ _ 

I' 
I 

I 



_E)(CELLENT 

X ___ GOOD 

__ FI\Irl 

_RUIj\IS 

_U~JEXPOfJED 

_UNALTeRED 

X-ALTEnED __ .MOVED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESt:NT AND OFHGINAL (IF KNOVVN) PHYSICAL APP[t\RANCE 

DA TE _____ _ 

The Shady Oaks is a frame plantation house set near the road, surrounded by large 
trees and a stone \val1 To the south, and\;vest beyond the "I;'-7all, are a number of 
outbuildings, including one of log. The house is of the tripartite configuration found 
most frequently in this northeastern section of North Carolina; it consists of a rather 
narrow two~story central block, with its gable end to the front flanked by perpendicular 
t\vo~bay 1-vings; to the south and rear are one'~story frame additions. The central block 
and wings are covered with beaded weatherboards aI~ rest on a stone foundation with a 
cellar beneath the central section The exterior finish is consistent and rather s 
v7ith "\4indmilS having molded frames and plain sills. Beneath a boxed corrdce runs a molded 
strip that stops sllort of the ends of the facade. The raking cornice is tapered and 
slightly splayed at the ends With some exceptions, nine-over-nine sash is used at the 
first level, and six'-'over~"nine at the second, ldith tiny four~~pane 1dinc1ovls flanking the 
chimney stacks used in the gables. 

The facade of the central block has at the first level a double door closely flanked 
by windows; at the second level are two windows directly over the first-level ones, and 
in the gable is a window with six-over-six sash. A one-story shed porch, a plain re­
placement, extends across this facade To the rear of this block is a singlc-·shoulder 
ch of brick. laid in Flemish bond, ,vith tumbling at the shoulder and a I:wldecl Crlp. 

Nclrrmv ,'Jindmvs \;vith vertical six-over~<::ix sash flank the at t.h2 first lcl7E-:I; 
the second level has no opeI!ings ~ and tiny HindmIs OCC-tIL' in the gables 0 At the c~n;1 

of each \17irtg is a heavy chimney of large, irregular stones, I>li_th double PCl\7Sd should s. 

The =Lnterior plan has, as indicated by the exterior configurcltion, a tr::lLl.8\lerS(" 
. stair hall~vith a 1arge. room to "[he rear and a room in each This reClHS on tb.e 
,second floor as well TIle finish of the hall and rear parlor i~ a st~rtl contr8st to 
the rctther plain exterior, hav-ing extreJnely elaborate and fanciful Federal ;;,vC·odvlcrk., 
possibly related to that of other Federal houses in Warren and Halifax countieH. Both 
b.ave flat' 4 paneled pedestal·-,type wBinscots· "\;I!ith heavy molded baseboards. Most openings 
are fJanl::ed by pilasters carrying heavy entablatures that break out OVe1" tl-Ie pilasters ~ 
The doors leading from the hall into the adjoining rooms have s)71~llnetrically molded fra:lles 
with cornerblocks The hall contains on the north wall a curious and ela~orate st8ir. 
It: rises in thr(~e short:: flights, the first along the front (I:lest) ":,rall, the s'2cond 

tlle north, and the third the E~ast Plain posts sqllare in section and slim bZllus-· 
Lecs ccu:ry a molded hancLcail thA.t rleithe·c ramps nor eases; the profile.~ including the 
post::.; iecurs on the \'vallo The open str is adorued \lith delicccite sc-x~'oll In:acke:ts 1 

ane! the stl' belm<7 i.s :rather clilG IHolc1ed as are the sides of the tleacl.'..~, The 
tHO uppe,- fligllts Las fla t pel nc'ls j Clnd the fctscLa of tIle third :Eli l:) 

above the door into the nO'::'i:::h room, is treated Hith a remaTkable ccrrved 
hlind arch!J apparently u-cLiqu2 iTt the: statc& (It is :il1usLrC:l[~ecl in T. To \vaterm,Jn s 
]<ar Architcc ture of North CaTo~.j::~,!~L), A,:" either side of the faseLl is an end hlock'·, 
the tone aC the juncture of the -LtTG flig])LS and the r at tbe pa:L.·tit::.:Lon Y·!all 
HLth lo\ver c:uvJ upper:~l0ll:1ed COl nice:::; , The la t tel" cornice e:,tencl~::: clCCOSS the base of th 
Eel SC icl il no i~; A cont_inua t ion of the molcl of the tread of the stcl ir at th::.U:; 1 ::-:\',-2.1. 

i from the end blocks :i:::: a :eic carved arch, ';.,lith an Inner betnel of radi ting 
flul~ a ted nrc,:1clcd corbc:"l bnncl> and an outel: 1:ill1 of ('clblc mold .IZecessec1 
s J ] t 1,/ is tIl e bl ill(1 tYid paIwlil;; ou tIL ne.d (} (:;'1 ble filO lcl and band of s cal1np:::~) Rnd 
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at the center is an elaborate demi~·sunbllrst with tHO rmvs of fan sections. 

Fl~nking the openings in the parlor to the rear are pilasters each with a convex 
reeded central member and diagonal reeding flanking it, and a molded border. The en­
tablature over each opening is quite heavy, breaks over the pilasters, and has a band of 
diagonal reeding. The chair rail has a band of vertical reeding The mantel on the 
rear wall, tightly flanked by narrow windows, is a three-part vernacular Adamesque one, 
with an astonishing array of gouged and carved ornament. (A similar mantel is seen at 
the John. Hilson House in Franklin County) The pilasters feature reeded panels, ~"hich 
provide a background for a high relief urn with a vine growing out of it, winding in a 
guilloche-like pattern up the pilaster, with pendant buds. The pilaster caps have rows 
of gOl!ge~"c)rk. Above the caps and across the base of the frieze stretches a band of 
alternating vertical gougework and deeply incised floral motifs. The end blocks and 
ce~ter tahlet feature pinwheel sunbursts in high relief. The cornice has a band of 

work with a lozenge motif and a hand of rounded three-dimensional dentils below 
the heavy mold 8(1 shelf;t Hhich i3 adorned ~Ii th d iagonc:cl reed ing" 

The remairuJer of the house is finisht:'.cl rather simply, ('lith plastered \'I8.lls, molded 
bascboar(ls and chair rails; plain wooden dadoes appear in the first-floor rooms and 
plus tereel ones 2.bove. The north "riPE; room has a mantel rese lI1bling the parlor overcloor 
trea.tmf'7-,-t~ \,lith a lowe.r frieze band of a geoITl.etl'ic gouged ~L)atten:ln The sou.th rOOTn mantel 
l'ui:'::; simil.ar form btLL lac.ks the ornament,. An enclosed stairv>!ith the fi:rst flight open 
is in the north'Jest corner of the room. The attics of the wings have walls flush­
sheathed to the angle of the roof; the mantels here and in the rear second-floor room 
have molded architraves, plain friezes, and molded shelves. 
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The Shady Oaks, the early nineteenth ~~ntury plantation home of Robert Tines Cheek, 
is among the small but significant group/2fipartite Federal style houses in Warren and 
Halifax counties, evidently reflecting a strong Virginia influence. Like others in the 
area it is distinguished by unusually elaborate and inventive Adamesque interiors. 

--- ---.---~--~ 

Robert Tines Cheek was the son of \villiam Cheek and Sarah Blake. The elder Cheek 
was a large landmvner who had obtained property in Granville County (vlhat is now Harren) 
R.'3 ea1~ly as 1755, Vlhe.n he vJas deeded 250 acres from his father-in--law Hi1liarrl Blake 
William Ch2Ck's will of 1797, proved February, 1800~ left the plantation lIon which I now 
1 to his wife Sarah, and at her death it was to go to his son~ Robert Tines Cheek. 
'1\:0 other S(.Iil.'3, John and Randolph, Here each prmliclc.d ItL}OO acres of land on which_ he nm'7 

l~;~\Jes " IT 

Robert Tines Cheek, born in 1772, married Hinton Alston in 1802; she Has a 
m'~~L·iber of a lar"ge family quite influential in the area. He acquired large tl'acts of 
L=1.r!c1 :, cL1d In the. 1812 tax list 'was recorded as the m'THer of 2 l~22 acres and tl,,;re(lty slaves. 
He ~.;ervecl as justice of the county court,. pleas and qucu:ter sessions from 180l~ to 1813, 
cLLld ',las as well a businessman o~vning commercial property in 1,varrenton---the Eagle Tavern, 
ci billiard room, stables, and other property In 1812 he bought from Benj mnin Maclin of 
Virginia 562 acres on the waters of Fishing Creek and Opossum Quarter, along the road to 

. \.']arreni-')D to John Hall '8 corner Presumably it Has on this property that the hou~.:;e was 
built. Styli.stic evidence is such that the house could have been standing then and the 
failcy woodwork installed for Cheek later, or the whole could have been built for CheekD 
Ch::..~~~l~.> ::3 \-'7111 of 18/+1 left to his wife }L) for l-u::r lifetime the "plantation wher!2on 
v'l'Ce' nm" livi~ called the Shady Oaks" adjoining the lands of Daniel Turner, Plufrrmer, 
and others, ~nd containing 460 acres. At her death the property was to go to his son, 
~illi2m Alston William was also to receive whole establishment in Warrenton, 
CD. J.l(~d i~.hc~ 

William Alston Cheek who inherited the homeplace is s2id according to family 
t ad:::.tion to [-J,Tv'(: told his nephe\\T Robert Cheel( 1\yT1 that iJ: he \vould name their child 

jU i,:'tlll l\lston CbeeJ\: 'l'1;":L tty li tn his bonor he i;'1Ol~ld deed the place. to the child Hhen 
(J ch.U_d Y'FlS bOJTl 00 14 183L~, he. \,lClS so named) cT~d on NovemocJ':- 15) 1392 a deed \lcl~-; 

tt.:rcrI :frolTl Dl. Hilljam Alston Ch'-'2k_ to tHll:Lam j\lston Checl: 1\'}=Ltty~ identifi.ed as 
L f c L 1 G g The land is described a~; liThe Oal<s, II LhE~ scun!?, r) the ho~ne-·~ 
plc'.(~ of r.01),~:L't Cheek and J~iL:=J.rJ lL tds \\d.fe) fathec: cIDd mother of of the 
1::--;[:: p,:'r 1\1.::. the death of Hil1iam Ao 'Il;,Jitty the hOfL12place ~vcas A" Ie Hw:;tLan hy 

~l E',:e(_~!d~OT', jl.fr, r'IuE:tiaI1 is the present OOTt<::·L~~ 2nd til hon,se iE-j 0 by tenclDC:s, 
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