
o 

t.J'}' 

J:= ",ml 0-2:0;;, 
(Rev. 6-72) 

ul'lHED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PAR K SER'/I CE 

ON A L R E. GIS T E R 0 F HIS TO I C P LAC E S 
I N.YENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries 

Carolina 

CA..TEGDRY 
tC~c:flr One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBL.lC 

o Di!S~cl ~ 8uilding 

o SHe o S·tructure­

_ 0 !£i'fbject 

0 Agrictl.lturo 1 0 
o C.om-.rerdd 0 
[)< ~d~(,Iti~nof 0 
0 t:nter:-aJi'lfnent 0 

Government 

Industrial 

t,{i Ii tory 

Museum 

Foundation 

ST,REET AND NUMBER: 

CI TV 0 R TOWN: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Public Acquisition: 

o In Process 

o Being Considered 

0 Park 

0 Private Res idence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

STATE 

fXl Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

o Preservation work 

in progress 

o Transportation 

o Other (Specify) 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted. 

[]: No 

o Comments 

.., 
In 

n 
o 
c 
z .., 
-< 

I 
~ 
I: 
I; 

Ii 

It 

I: 
I: 
n 

i\ 
i!' 
I 
I 

1 

[ 

It 
II ,I 
'I I· 

II 
/
-1-

n 

II 
[I 

II 
!1 :r 
! 



I 
I 

I 
1 

1 
I 
I 

I 

CON DrTIDN 
fXI Good o Excellent o Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

o Deted oro ted 

DESCRIBE'THE FRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

o Ruins o Unexposed 

(Check One) 

o Moved 53 Original Site 

the Gr€en Duke House is a Georgian plantation house heavily remodeled 
in the post-Victorian period, retaining evidently its original configuratio 
butlitt11e of the exterior finish. The frame house is five bays wide be­
neath a r-iip roof finished with a box cornice. The sash is all filled with 
plate gla.ss:J and the siding has been replaced. In the back remains a 
ves tige of ,the early fabric- .... a handsome, molded window sill above a length 
of molded si.ding; a number of molded window frames exist as well. Across 
the .front and rear facades extend one-story porches with the elaborate 
Ionic columns of the post-Victorian era. The entrance consists of a single 
door flank.ed by \vide sidelights and transom with geometric leading e On 
the Ilest si.de of the house rise two chimneys of brick laid in common bond; 
on t¥h.e east is a single one. 

In l~trast to the exterior appearance of the house, the interior is 
a rich an~ intriguing composite of styles, with the vigor and dignity of 
the Ceorgian fabric unexpectedly complemented by the flamboyance of the 
Ed~~aI:di.an embellishments; so compatible are the elements, in fact, that in 
some cases, it is difficult to distinguish between pe.riods.. The first-floor 
plan cousi..sts of five rooms, with the two south ones being the larger and 
three, smal~er ones, including a central stair hall, across the rear. 
Thro1.!ghou,t the interior, there are handsome six-panel doors, with panels 
raised on molded fillets. 

The southeast room is the largest and most elaborately treated, con­
tainL.~g one of the few fully-paneled walls in the state. The wainscot 
'\'llhich. carries around the room has panels like the doors, beneath an extreme 
wide molded chair rail. The mantel wall contains two windows, and long 
vertical and horizontal raised panels are arranged around them. The mantel 
is a curious combination of elements, with a scalloped band around the fire 
opening, a molded shelf and another heavy bracketed shelf above, and a 
series of tall reeded panels forming the overmantel. The whole composition 
is flanked by curious vernacular pilasters 'with incis'2d geometric and 
foliated pa.tterns. These support a projecting dentil cornice that ,carries 
around the room. 

The other large room is less elaborately finished, and the flamboyant 
embellishments of the Edwardian period less in evidence. The wainscot is 
flat-paneled, and the mantel wall has three ranges of panels, so that it is 
paneled to the height of the door-heads and the doors function visually as 
a part of the paneling scheme. The mantel itself has a simple beaded 
architrave and wide backband, a narrow frieze, and a heavy molded shelf. 

Separating the main parlor from the rear central stair hall is a wide 
arched doorway, with t~vo Victorian doors flanking a long single light of 
brilliant stained glass, all surmounted by a wide arched transom. The 
doorway is framed by a heavy molded architrave with roundel cornerblocks 
and a keystone. The stair hall features the same robust paneling as the 
main parlor. The closed-string stair rises in two flights, a short rise 

l along the rear wall and then back to fr'ont along the partition wa~l'::Jhe. 
! spandrel, pierced by a door, has raised panels and a heavy molded stringer. 
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The stair 'tva1l is flat-paneled, and the panels rise to the wainscot level of 
the floor above--so that some of the panels are extremely tall. Posts square 
in section with molded caps and turned balusters carry a very heavy molded 
handrail; the second post has an incised design and the initials TMC. Some 
of these elements are obviously Victorian or Edwardian, some probably 
Georgiau, and SOille could be of either period. 

The flat-paneled wainscot contines on the second floor, where, despite 
some minor alterations in partitions and superficial later additions, the 
haudsome G20rgian fabric is quite well-preserved. The two west r.nnm~ were 
not accessible; the two east rooms are almost identically finished and quite 
fine. A tall wainscot consisting of a lower range of vertical flat panels 
and an upper range of horizontal ones occurs on the mantel wall; the lower 
range carries around the room. The mantel, in a rather unusual treatment, is 
an integral part of the wainscot: its arched opening is roughly the same, 
height as the lower panel range, and its single-paneled frieze with arched 
lower edge reads almost as a variation on the upper range of 'tvainscot panels. 
The chair rail continues across uninterrupted and serves as mantel shelf. 
Applied to this is a heavy shelf supported on simple'brackets--the only 
apparent addition to these rooms. 
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~he Green Duke House is a handsome and unusual Georgian style 
plantation house, one of the few surviving in North Carolina of its type 
and gmall,tiIy and thus architectually significant despite circa 1900 altera­
:tiDns--vNhich are themselves interesting. The interiors, with the richly 
p;:m.el,ed;.i. ;wall, wainscots, and mantels, are especially notable and apparently 
styl:i$it,3::,<;ally unique in the state. The house is of added significance as 
thehum':..e, of one of the earliest families to settle in present Warren County 

rn~ present Green Duke House at Soul City is locate.d on land which was 
mme4: bY.7 Gre.en Duke from 1784 until 1811, and, though it was possibly built 
by a pr~viou8 Ol;mer, it is believed to have been built by Duke.. (It is 
sa unlilG:.p- any other building in the state that stylistic dating other than 
simply Late eighteenth century is not applicable.) 

Grreen Duke was the son of William Duke, Jr.! and Mary (Green) Duke 
from Brmnswick County, Virginia. In 1744, William Duke, Sr., and wife 
Elizabeth, and William Duke, Jr., sold the 317 acres of land in Brunswick 
County, Virginia, which the elder William Duke had patented in 1728, and' 
the famaly moved to North Carolina. 

Wi~liam Duke, Sr., first applied for a land grant in North Carolina 
at New,IDern, April 8, 1745, and his first two grants (300 ~cres each) in 
1745 were on Opossum Quarter Creek and on Reedy Creek. Family records 
state t:hat ~\Tilliam Duke was a kinsman of William Byrd of Virginia and 
came with him to America as an apprentice. 

Wi.lliam Duke, and ~I]illiam Duke, Jr 0, acquired more than 3, 000 acres 
of land in present Warren County by grant and purchases before 1787 when 
William Duke, Jr., purchased a certain tract of land in the fork of Owen 
and Fishing Creeks "being part of that tract of land known by the name of 
Purchase Patent adjoining the land of the sd. tvm. Duke" from Penelope and 
~villiam Johnston Dawson. A d-,;ve.lling was built by William Duke, Jr., on 
his plantation at "Purchase Patent, II in the (}1;\Ten Creek area. 

In 1776 and in 1777 Green Duke purchased two tracts of land which 
adjoined land owned by his father and in 1784 Green Duke bought 850 acres 
on Rocky Creek from his father, and additional tracts which totaled more 
than 2,500 acres~ some of this lahd had been purchased by William Duke, Jr.; 
~n. 1773 from Colonel Thomas Eaton, ____ __ 
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It is evidently on the 850-acre tract that Green Duke built his handsome 
dwelling, though it is possible the house had been built earlier by Eaton. 

I

I William Duke, Jr. had five daughte~s but ·only one son--Green. William 
Duke, Jr. left no will except a nuncupative will (probated in 1795), but 
Green Duke inherited all the laud belonging to his father. Mary (Green) Duke 
made deed of gift to Green Duke for all land of her late husband, William 
Duke, -Jr., which she would have received as dower. The tax schedule of 1808 
shows Green Duke the owner of 4,867 acres and 35 slaves. 

On February 14, 1811, Green Duke wrote his will, and at the same time, 
deeded the land with his home to his son,Lewis P. Duke, reserving the right 
of living there for his lifetime. He died in 1811 as his will was proved 
May, 1811. In order to settle the estate it was necessary for Lewis P. Duke 
to sell 3,000 acres; this was sold April 21, l8l~ to William ~vitty and in­
cluded the Green Duke homestead. 

William Twitty was a prosperous farmer and businessman. He married Ann 
Turnbull, daughter of James and Elizabeth (Proby) Turnbull, in Petersburg, 
Virginia)in 1799 where he had a mercantile business and wheat mills. His 
instructions in his will, February 25, 1817, were that hi~ estate was to be 
kept intact until his eldest son reach age twenty-five and at that time his 
wife was to receive one-third, and the remainder was to be divided between 
the six children: John, Ann, ~villiam, Thomas, James, and Jane. Ann, the 
widow of Hilliam, lived until 1853 and willed the land and homeplace where 
she lived to her son James. 

Robert Cheek Twitty inherited the home from his father James, and after 
the death of R. C. Twitty in 1903~ his widow, Sarah P. Twitty, sold the 
property to S. J. Satterwhite in 1909. Successive owners have been Butler 
Lumber Company,- 1953; G. A. Daeke and G. A. Daeke, Jr., 1953; Leon Perry, 
1960. The house, ~vith much of the plantation, is now part of Soul City, and i~ 

being used as a day care center. 
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Research by Panthea Twitty, consultant, and Charles Blume Jr. survey 
specialist; architectural description by Catherine w~ Cockshutt, 
survey supervisor. 

Alston, Michele. "Research on the History of Soul City,ff unpublished 
typescript, 1971, copy in survey files. 

Granville County Records, Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, North 
Carolina, (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

Granville County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

STATE: 

5,.'ATE: 

STATE: 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o 

o 

o 

ORG"NIZATION 

109 East Jones Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

F-val uated according to the c-iteria and procec!u res set 

forth by the National Park SerVice. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Nationa1~\o/ State::fJ Local 0 ./ IL.;, 

( ",I --'--- / V /",I/A " '~:;f /~ , J .'I! 
I /,11 fIJI,,,) 1M J.I:1 '1 //V, l'11 J l/~j (.It.[Yl/ 

Name __ ~(/~~~_t ___ U_~~~_~_~~V~J~/~~I~~~,~_~_UC4 _____ ~/ __ 

Thornton W. Mitchell 

Title Ac ting Direc. tor, Division of 
Archives and History 

DEFINING Th ... t.t::.,,,T::='R POIN I OF A ;:>i-<OPERTY 
OF LESS THAN T~!"'J ACR!:::: 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

34 0 24' 34" 78 0 16' 00 .. 

STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D':lte ____________________ _ 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National ReiZister 

r1ate 

Da te 2 2 Ap·..:i=-:1~1=9=7=4=====-==_~=_=_=_-=_=_=__::_=-_ _iL--::=::::::::::::~~~~=~==~=:_=_:;:~_;;;.~~~ '* u,s, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973-729-147/14423-\ 
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Hawks, Lena James, Ph.D. Between the Lines. Valdosta, Georgia: Privately 
published, 1949. 

Warren Connty Records:; Warren County Courthouse, Warrenton, North Carolina 
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

Warren County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North 
CaroLlna \~uDgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

Hellman, :Hanly Wade.. The County of \\Tarren. Chapel Hill, North Carolina: 
The University of North Carolina Press, 1959. 
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