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1. Name

historic

Sledge-Hayley House -

and/or common

2. Location

— not for publication

city. town  Warrenton vicinity of congressional district Second
state North Carclina code 037 county Warren - “code 185
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district . public occupied _ agriculture — _. museum
X building(s) X private X unoccupied _____ commercial - park
____ structure . both work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible . entertainment ___ religious
___ object —__Iin process X yes: restricted ____government . scientific
__ being considered . yes: unrestricted ____industrial ____transportation
o DR .. no - C = military ____other:
A
4. Owner of Property
name Thomas W. Haywood, M.D. |
c¢/o Jauncej 11, McDougle - o
= __t& numoe, +UU Warren Avenue .
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Warren County Courthousc
street & number
city, town  Warrenton state North Carolina
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title o - - has this property been determined elegible? yes _ no
date - ——federal ____state ___county ___ local
depository for survey records
state

city, town




7. Description

Condition Check one Chech one
— exc&;ﬂem — deteriorated _X__ unaltered X__ original site
— goo —_ruins altered m
R — . moved date
X ftalr —__ unexposed o

Describe the present and original (If known) physigal appearance

The Sledge-Hayley House is a substantial frame dwelling of reeional Greck Revival
character, standing on an elevated lot overlooking the street. 1t is located on fhe edge
of Fhe town of Warrenton, outside the historic district. The housc has the stdndard (.cek
Revival proportions and details characteristic of the town's antebellum boom peric ' but
other elements, particularly the plan, are highly atypical. The house is little altered,
though in some disrepair. :

The two-story dwelling stands high upon a raised basement of brick and is covcred with
a shallow hip roof with deep overhang. The roof is interrupted by a single large central
interior chimney--in contrast to the paired interior or interior end chimneys characteristic
of contemporary houses in the region. The main (north) facade is three bays wide, with
double doors in the central bay.at both levels and large windows in the flanking bays.
Diminution of fenestration is marked, and most windows are fitted with louvered blinds. The
boxy quality of the house is emphasized by the broad exterior skirt, wide cornerposts treated
as fluted pilasters, and wide plain frieze. Door and window frames are simply molded, and
above the second-story openings the lower molding of the frieze breaks to outline the upper
edge of the openings--a feature recurring in other Warren County houses of the era.

Sheltering the central entrance is a classical porch, with two unfluted Doric columns
repeated as pilasters at the facade. A simple balustrade protects the sides of the porch.
The shallow hip or flat roof of the porch overhangs deeply above the entablature which is
highly simplified with plain moldings. The entrance protected by the porch consists of a
double door framed by sidelights, transom, and cornerlights. Lozenge tracery fills the
glazed areas. The second-level door to thé upper porch has sidelights. The use ot the
second level of the porch as a gallery is highly characteristic of the area; many had
balustrades (most now lost) but practically nonc in this period had roofs at the sccond level.

The rear elevation and sides contrast with the strict symmetry of the front facade. The
west side has a single upper story window and a door below, leading to a shed porch. At the
rear there are only two bays at each level, with varied sash, and a side entrance in the east
bay, sheltered by a plain shed porch. ‘lhe fabric of some of these elements may date from
the later nineteenth or early twentieth century. There is also a rear entrance to the
basement. Weatherboards in the rear have been altered, and other changes may have taken

place as well.

'The plan of the house is unusual in the region, and relates more to the earlier cross-
hall plan of the area's fine tripartite and temple-form houses than it does to the standard
central hall plan of the Greek Revival and latcer Italianate houses of Warren and nearby
counties. The Patterson-Palmer House in Hillsborough, probably late eighteenth or .early
nineteenth century, remote in distance and time, has a remotely similar plan, but this is
probably only coincidental. The source of the plan, in vernacular tradition or the
imagination of the family or builder, is uncertain. The basement tollows a similar plan,
though the entrance is into a small angular room behind the chimney.

The front entrance gives into a small entry hall, flanked on the left by a stair to
the second floor and a door to the basement stair, and on the right by a blank wall which
partitions oft a room with no access to the hall. From the hall doorways give access to two
rear rooms of considerable size. These are hecated by a single central chimney. The only
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access to the front right room is trom the rear right room. 'There is no access between
the two large rear rooms. This limited circulation arrangement is as unlike the
character of regional houses as is the arrangement of rooms. The second floor plan
reflects that of the first.

The finish throughout is of simple, consistent vernacular Greek Revival
character. Doors have two long flat panels with broad, flat moldings around the
panels. Door and window frames have the typical symmetrical moldings with roundel
cornerblocks, and at the windows extend to the floor to frame a panel of plain
sheathing. Walls are plastered above broad molded baseboards, and many of the base-
boards retain notable marbleizing. A narrow cornice is present in some rooms. Mantels
are of simple, typical Greek Revival pilaster-and-lintel design, with that in the
left rear room being handsomely marbleized; it is somewhat wider than the chimney breast.
To the rear of the chimney in the right rear room is a double door closet with fine
woodgrained doors. In the closet on a wall is the inscription "I have no power to
fight the Lords Battle but his arm is mighty'dated March 14, 1871 or 1872. Second-
floor finish is plainer than the tirst, with plain board baseboards, grooved archi-
traves with plain cornerblocks, and simple mantels. Original fabric survives remarkably
complete throughout the house, reflecting the adaptations of local craftsmen in finish
and plan. |

The structure of course 1s closely related to the surrounding environment.
Archeological remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structural remains, which may
be present, can provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation
of the structure, Information concerning use patterns, social standing and
mobility, as well as structural details are often only evident in the archeological
record. Therefore, archeological remains may well be an important component of the
significance of the structure. At this time no investigation has been done to
discover these remains, but it is probable that they exist, and this should be
considered in any development of the property.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

__ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric . community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religlon

- 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___ conservation . law —__ science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture . economics —literature ____sculpture

___1600-1693 _X _ architecture ___ education . military ____ social/_

— 1700-1799 ____ art —engineering — music humanitarian

X__ 1800-1899 ___ commerce ____ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy ___ theater

— 1900~ ____ communications __industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention _X__ other (specity)

Black History
Specific dates 1852-1855 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Sledge-Hayley House stands near the edge of Warrenton, a community that
flourished in the antebellum period. Little altered in the last century, the town
retains an important collection of buildings from its mid-nineteenth century heyday.
Located beyond the boundaries of the Warrenton Historic District (NR), the Sledge-
Hayley House shares the form and detail of the town's many Greek Revival houses
and is a significant part of Warrenton's heritage from this period. The two-story
frame house though in disrepair is intact, and exhibits characteristic Warrenton
features including the columned entrance porch, second-level entrance serving a porch
gallery, raised basement, and strong and simple Greek Revival woodwork. Atypical
and interesting is the plan arranged around a central chimney--a treatment highly
unusual in the region. The house was built between 1852 and 1855 for George R. Sledge
and his wife Nancy Fleming Sledge; he was a prominent merchant in Warrenton. In 1901
the house was bought by Nancy S. Hayley, wife of Paul F. Hayley. Hayley, born a slave,
became a schoolteacher and civil servant after the Civil War, and a prominent member
of Warrenton's black community. The Hayleys raised a large family, many of whom
achieved prominence in various professions.

Criteria Assessment:

A. Associated with the antebellum prominence of Warrenton as a commercial and political
center for Warren County, the wealthiest county in the poorest state in the
antebellum South; and associated with the prominence of former slaves who gained
education and respected positions in teaching and civil service after Emancipation.

B. Associated with George R. Sledge, merchant, and Paul Hayley, teacher and civil
servant, both prominent citizens of Warrenton.

C. Embodies distinctive regional characteristics interpreting the nationally popular
Greek Revival style, here in a two-story frame Greek Revival house related to the
concentration of contemporary houses so crucial to the Warrenton Historic District.

D. Is likely to yield information about nineteenth and twentieth century lifestyles.
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In 1852 Daniel Turner sold to George R. Sledge a 2 1/4 acre parcel of land on
Louisburg Road near the town of Warrenton. On this tract sometime between 1852 and
1855 Sledge built the dwelling now known as the Sledge-Hayley-Haywood House.

Daniel Turner (1796-1860) was the son of James Turner (1766-1824) who had been
governor of North Carolina, 1802-1805 and United States Congressman 1805-1816.< llc
served in the State House of Commons, 181Y-1821, and in the United States House of
Representatives, 1827-1829.° A teacher and principal of Warrenton Female College,
Turner was married to Anna Key, daughter of Francis Scott Key, author of the Star
Spgangled Banner. In her Sketches of 0ld Warrenton Mrs. Lizzie Wilson Montgomery
claims that Turner was financial%y "embarrassed' which may have led him to sell part
of his land to George R. Sledge.” Turner left Warren County in 1856 to accept a
government appointmgnt in the Navy Department at Mare Island, San Francisco. He
died there in 1860.

George R. Sledge was born in Greenville County, Virginia, in 1819. He came to
Warrenton sometime prior to 1844 wh;n the Warren County deed books indicate that he
was operating a store in that town.’ He married Nancy D. Fleming gn 1845, and their
first home was located on the corner of Miin and Franklin streets. In 1851, according
to Mrs. Montgomery, Sledge also had a store on a corner of Franklin and Main which
he operated in partnership with a Mr. Perkinson who died after a few years. B. R.
Browning Shen became Sledge's partner until he left for Littleton to start his own
business. '

According to Warren CountX deed books Sledge must have built his new house
sometime between 1852 and 1855.10 1t is not certain who the contractor was, but
the builders and carpenter, Jacob Holt and John M. Wilson liYEd in Warrenton at the
time.!' Either--or another--builder may have done the work.

As a prospercus merchant and landowner Sledge enjoyed a tremendous surge in
wealth in the decade 1850-1860. At the beginning of that period he was a merchant
who provided farmers with supp}%es and money in return for liens and mortgages on
their CEgps, land, and slaves. ~ He owned real estate valued at $3,700 and five .
slaves. By the end of the decade Sledge had acquired, in addition to his mercantile
business, 1,525 acres of unimproved land and 100 acres of improved land worth $18,000
and a personal estate valued at $21,000. In 1860 he listed himself in tTg census as
a farmer, and he owned eleven slaves and produced 9,000 lbs. of tobacco. In that
same year he advertised in the Warrenton News that he was also a "'General Collector"
who "'will attend promptly to the collection of all claims entrusted to him either in
Warren, Granville, Franklin, or Halifax counties. Five years experience in the
business,' the advertisement read, "'gives him some advantages in the management of
claims.”16 Sledge was one of many who thrived in Warrenton's antebellum heyday.

Sledge continued to operate his business and tarm during the Civil War, but the
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war seriously depleted his financial holdings. After the conflict the value of his real
estate fell to $8,000 and his personal estate to $5,000. The 1870 and 1880 censuses
list hjm as a merchant, and he docs not appear in the agricultural schedule for those
years. In 1879 Sledge transferred his house and eiggt acres of land along with his
business to his wife under the guidance of a trustee. Sledge died in 1883.

In 1886 Mrs. Sledge sold .8 acre of the hoqae tract to her daughter Ava .J. Parham
and .8 acre to her daughter Georgia S. Williams.=" Nancy D. Sledge died in 1894.-
In 1896 John W. Kerr, a commissioner appointed by the county court, sold 6.4 acres of
the Sledge tract includ;ng the house to A. D. Harris who had bid for_the property at
public auction in 1894. 4% Harris ran a general store in Warrenton.?® In 1901 he sold
the Sledge House to Nancy S. Haylsy who was the wife of Paul F. Hayley one of Warren
County's leading black citizens. -

Hayley was born a slave in Northampton County in 1851. Following the Civil War
he attendgd Shaw University and came to Warren County as a school teacher for black
children.”™ He served in the General Assembly_from Northampton County in 1881 and
while he was serving, married Nancy Christmas.~" He entered the United States Railway
Mail Service in 1882 and was eventually promoted to chief clerk. te rendered 38 years
service and was one of the first_civil service employees to be retired under the
Federal Retirement Act in 1920."’

During his 28 years of retirement Hayley lived in Warrenton where he was a
deacon of the Warrcenton Baptist Ghurch, a trustce of the Warren County Connmmitx9
Center Association, and a Mason.”  Haley Street in Warrenton is named for him.~
At his death in 1948 the Sledge-Hayley House (which apparently became his at his wife's
death in 1940) was transferred to Hayley's daughter Mamic Hayley Mason and her husband
Charles Mason, and another daughter Louise Hayley Haywood and her husband DPr. Thomas
W. Haywood. According to members of the llaywood family Dr. Haywood, his wéfe, and
six children lived in the housc while he practiced medicine in Warrenton.”

Dr. Haywood is remembered as one of Warrenton's most prominent and respected
black citizens. He was born in 1891 in Wake County. He attended Saint Augustine's
College for four years, Leonard School of Medicine for one year, and Meharry Medical
College for three years, and he completed his education in 1916. In 1918 he married
Louise Hayl?y and began his medical practice which hentinued in Warrenton for fifty-
six years.J He was a member of the Warren,County Medical Society and was the county's
only black doctor for over half a century.”~ In 1973 Charles Mason, widower, sold his
interest in the Sledge-Hayley-Haywood House to Dr. Haywood who retired from his medical
practice the following year.”2 _Since his retirement Dr. Haywood has been in a rest
home in Oxford, North Carolina.”4 The ilaywood family seek to rehabilitate the house

and have made efforts at stabilization.
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Architectural significance

Aside from its local prominence and association with notable Warrenton

citizens Sledge and Hayley, the house has local architectural significance.
Warrenton (see NRHD nomination) possesses an unusually complete and intact
collection of high quality Greek Revival architecture. The district

contains brick and frame Greek Revival houses from the 1840s and 1850s, which

share common characteristics of finish, proportion, and, usually plain. The

central hall plan one or two rooms deep and in one case the side hall plan are

most commonly used. The Sledge-Hayley House is outside the district but is

a significant member of Warrenton's group of Greek Revival dwellings. Its
finish--Greek Revival moldings, pilaster-and-frieze mantels, columned porch, lozenge
entrance glazing, specific design of the frieze molding above the windows, etc.--
is characteristic of the town and county. However, the plan with the front hall,
two rear rooms, and stair and separated front room is entirely distinctive and

an interesting variation in the town's architectural composition. Warrenton and
Warren County, as the richest antebellum county in North Carolina, which supported

a number of known builders, possess important and unified Greek Revival architecture;
the Sledge House is a notable component of that heritage.
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Warren County Deed Books (microfilm), Archives, N. C. Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh, Deed Book 31, pp. 48, 526, hereinafter cited as Warren Deed Books.

®Samuel Ashe and others (eds.), Biographical History of North Carolina from
Colonial Times to the Present (Greensboro: Charles L. Van Noppen, 1906), IIT, 412-413.

3Manly Wade Wellman, The County of Warren,North Carolina (Chapel Hill: University
of North Carolina Press, 1959), 89, 92, 99; John L. Cheney, Jr. (ed.), North Carolina
Govermment, 1585-1974: A Narrative and Statistical History (Raleigh: North Carolina
Department of the Secretary of State, 1975), 677.

4Charles L. Coon, North Carolina Schools and Academies, 1790-1840: A Documentary
History (Raleigh: Edwards and Broughton, 1915), 620; Lizzie Wilson Montgomery, Sketches
of Old Warrenton, North Carolina: Traditions and Reminiscences of the Town and People
Who Made It (Raleigh: Edwards and Broughton, 1924), 150-151, hereinafter cited as
Montgomery, Sketches of Old Warrenton.

SMontgomery, Sketches of 0Old Warrenton, 151-152.

6Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1950), 1936.

'Warren Deed Book 28, p. 760.

8 . . c . .
Warren County Marriage Bonds, Archives, N. C. Division of Archives and History,
Raleigh.

9
Montgomery, Sketches of Old Warrenton, 932.

10yarren County Deed Book 31, pp. 48, 526.

11
Seventh Census of the United States, 1860: Warren County, North Carolina,
Population Schedule, 47, hercinatter cited as Seventh Census, 1850, with appropriate
schedule, county, and page number.

LIZpnthor's interview with Catherine W. Bishir, architectural historian, May 9, 1979.
13Warren County Deed Books, passim.
l4seventh Census, 1850, Population Schedule, 47; Slave Schedule, Z01.

lsﬁighth Census of the United States, 1860; Warren County, North Carolina,
Population Schedule, 79; Slave Schedule, 198; Agricultural Schedule, 291.
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16yarrenton News, August 24, 1860.

17Ni_nth Census of the United States, 1870: Warren County, North Carolina,
Population Schedule, Township 10, 17; ‘l'enth Census, 1880, Population Schedule, 62.

18arren Deed Book 43, pp. 561, 572. .

19%arren County Estate Records, Archives, N. C. Division of Archives and History,
Raleigh, hereinafter cited as Warren County Estate Records.

20Warren Deed Book 51, pp. 606, 661.
Zlyarren County Estate Records.

2Zyarren Deed Book 60, p. 209.

23Levi Branson (ed.), Branson's North Carolina Business Directory, 1896 (Raleigh:
Levi Branson Office Publisher, 1896), VIII, 630.

24Warreh Deed Book 65, p. 152.

. ZSKimberly Haywood, ''The Hayley Family,'" an unpublished manuscript, Archeology
and Historic Preservation Section, N. C. Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, 1.

26R. D. W. Connor (comp. and ed.), A Manual of North Carolina . . . 1913 (Raleigh:
North Carolina Historical Commission, 1913), 730; Hayley's name 1s misspelled here;
Haywood, '""The Hayley Family," 1.

27"Pau1 F. Hayley," The M.B.A. Reminder: Official Publication of the Railway
Mail Mutual Benefit Association, XXVII (July, 1948), 7.

“8Haywood, "'The-Hayley Family," 1-2.

29Warren County Will Books (microfilm), Archives, N. C. Division of Archives
and History, Raleigh, Will Book 56, p. Z61.

3OKimberly Haywood, ''The Christmas Family,' an unpublished manuscript, Archeology
and Historic Preservation Section, N. C. Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, 1-2.

31Kimberly Haywood, '"I'ne Haywood Family,'" an unpublished manuscript, Archcology
and Historic Preservation Section, N. C. Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, 1-Z.

32The Warren Record, January 6, 1972.
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33Warren Deed Book 257, p. 669; Haywood, '"The Haywood Family,' 1.

35ee "Historic Sites Survey Form'" in Sledge House file, Archeology and Historic
Preservation Section, N. C. Division of Archives and History, Raleigh. -
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property _less than one acre
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The Sledge-Hayley House is bounded on the North by Franklin Street on the

East by Hayley Street, and on the South and West' by other residential propertles.
The house lot only is nomlnated

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state " code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Architectural description by Catherine W. Bishir, Head--Survey and Planning Branch

nameftitie orical statement by .Joe Mobley, Researcher,_ and Mary Hinton Kerr, Harren County
1storian
Survey and Planning Branch :
organization  prcheology and Historic Preservation 92! November, 1979

N.C. Division of Archives and History

street & number 109 E, Jones Street lelephone f919) 733 6545

cityortown  pajejoh, state North Carollna 27611
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national ___ state _X local

e Natlohal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
onal Register and certify that it has been evaluated
age Consepvition and Recreation Service.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for t
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

date January 10, 1980

date

Keeper of the National Register

date

Attest: o
Chief of Reglstration :
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