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DESIRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ths (Oragg Houss stands on the lip of a hizh mountain ridege with its
back to the north wind. The lush green areca, once remots, is now only a
short drive from nearby resort areas. The house follows a saddle bag plan
of construction and features a central stone chimney and half-dovetail
corner timbering. Constructed of wide planks, the one-story houss is said
to have had no windows when first built. Doors facing sach other on .either
gide of the chimney gave the only access to either of the first floor rooms
(This entrance area has since been enclosed and is now a closet.) The sast
gilda of the main facade now contains a central door flanked by windows.
The west side of ths main facade now has a door near the chimney and a
window which roughly divides the wall into halves. All of the main facade
openings are protected by a shed porch (a later addition) which is supportad
by eight unfinished poles and sxtends the length of the houss. The west end
of the first floor wall contains one central window and the east end remaing
unaltered. Each of the gable ends are covered by lapped siding and containg
a window. To the rear of the west section is a two-room later addition
whilch gives the house an "L" shapsd plan. The addition has covered two
doors and one window in the original exterior rear wall. The area to the
rear of the chimney betwesn the two sections was enclosed at an early dats
for storage and is now a bath. The rear wall of the east portion contains
two rather evenly spaced windows.

The interior horizontal sheathing, which is used throughout the houss,
is said to have been added later as well as the second (attic) floor. The
gast room, first floor, has been partitionsd to make one largse room hsated
by the large stone fireplace and two small unheated rooms of equel size at
the extreme east end. A narrow stair, consisting of two short runs, is
located in the northwest corner of the large room. The west room is
pertitioned into a large and small room. The small one occupies the wsstern-
most third of this portion and contains an enclosed stair. The first-floor
largs room contains a crude mantel with pilasters and a wulti-plane support
for the board shelf. The resar storage area is entered from this room as
wall as the rear addition. ;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

which gives the Gragg House its chief significance:

In the rsmote mountains of western North Carolina exisbts a fine
example of exacting craftmanship by a pionesr family who worked primacily
with the materials at hand. The Gragg House is illustrated in Johnston
and Waterman's Early Architecture of North Carolina as the finest example
of North Carolina's most sophisticated type of log construction '"in which
all four surfaces wers so carefully hewn that the effect was of a sawn
plank."

Thomas T. Waterman provides a detailed analysis of the construction

The joints in hewn-log construction were so tight and the conbast
of the surfaces so exact that caulking was orten unnecessary.
Through the years the centers of the buildings where the doors and
window openings were cutb have sagged, so that the surfaces of the
timbers have drawn apart, and the joints have opened. TIn this

© building the great width of the members is particularly strikinz.

The planks are so thin as to suggest that in this particular examola

they were sawm. The corners give the effect of being halvad, as in

some cases they were, but on close examination it can be seen that
they are dovetailed, the splays being very clight. Ths dovetailad
joint was used on the finest log buildings, and provided a permansntly
tight corner.

Family tradition holds that the first pen of the Cragg House was built
by Burton Gragg and his son Finley about the middle of the nineteenth
century. Due to loss of records, this date cannot be confirmad; howavar,
the property can »s tracad in the late ninetz2enth.century to Leonard Gra
son of Finlay. Lsonard's daughter, Tuwla Gragg Nzwton, currently owns *ths
remarkably preserved house. '
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