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RISE THE PR~SENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

HOD.58 stands on the lip of a ;nolmtain Y'i In th its 
back to the north Hind The lush green area) once remot(j lS no;",- a 
short drive from nearby resort areas The house follm\Ts a saddle bag plan 
of construction and features a central stone chimney and half-dovetail 
corner timbering.. Constructed of l;\Tide planks, the one-story house is said 
to have had no 1jvindmvs '~vhen first buil te Doors facing each other on .ei ther 
side of the chimney gave the only acce ss to ei ther of the first floor rooms, 
(This entrance area ha,s since been enclosed and is nmv a closet) 'The east 
side of the main facade nmv contains a central door flanked by Hinc101j\Ts 
The l;'Te st side of the main facade n01j\T has a door near the chimney and a 
~findow 1jlrhich roughly di vides the wall into halves All of the main facade 
0psf1ings are protected by a shed porch (a later addition) T,·Jhich is snpportacl 
by eight unfinished poles and extends the length of the house. The W8~:;t eng. 
of the first floor wall contains one central wind01iv and ths east end remain 
una.l teredo Each of the gable ends are covered by. lapped siding and contain~ 
a Hindm'J To the rear of the (IVest section is a tHo-room later ad.dition 
~Jhich gives the house an fiLl! shaped plan The addition has covered tiPTO 
doors and one Hindow in the original exterior rear Hall& The area to the 
rear of the chimney bet1j\Teen the hvo sections ~\Tas enclosed at an early date 
for storage and is nm,T a bath. The rear 1j\Tall of the east portion con-r."olins 
tT,vO rather evenly spaced l;\Tindm'Ts. 

The interior horiz;ontal sheathing, Hhich is used throughout. the house) 
is said to have h3en added later as 1jvell as the second (attic) floor The 
east room, first floor, has been partitioned to make one larGe room he a.ted 
beY the large stoDe fiY'eplace and tHO small unheated roon13 of e size at 
the extreme east end. A narrm'I stair, consisting of two short runs) is 
106a ted in the northVTest corner of the large room The st room is I 
partitioned into a large and small room The small one occ1.1pies the H8stent~ 
most third of this portion and contains an enclosed staiT. The first-floo~:" r 
laxga room contains a crude mcmtel lj1Tith pilasters and a mul ti-pla.:ne support 
for the board shelf The rear storage area is entered from this room as Vl 

~Tell as the rear addition. 
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In the remote mountains of vTestern North CaT'olina exists a fine 
example of exac ting craftmanship by a pioneer family v,rho v1Torke d prim:Lcily 
T/lTith the materials at hand. 'The Gragg House is illustrated in Johnston 
and "GTaterman I s Early Archi te c ttU'"'8 of North Carolina as the fine st eX3.rrrole 
of North Carolina 1 s most sophistica te-d type of log construc tion frin T/Thich 
all four surf3.ces Here so carefully hetm that the effect vvas of a sa:Hn 
plarlli:@ II 

Thomas T. 1vaterman provides a detailed analysis of the cons truction 
vvhich give s the Gragg House its chie f significance: 

The joints in hev1n-log construction were so tight and the contast 
of the surfaces so exact that caulking t,Tas oI'ten unnecessary 
Through the Y'3ars the centers of the vvhere the doors 2.'1d 

windoT;lT openings ~1Tere cut have sagged, 30 that the surfaces of the 
timbers have draTl'ln apart, and the joints have opened. In this 

'building the great Hidth of the members is particularly strikip~. 
The plan1;:s are so thin as to suggest th:1t in this particular 
the y 'Iivere sall'ill The corne r s ve the e ffe c t of be . hal va d' C=J.:3 in 
some case s they ~vere, but on close examination it can be seen that 
they are dovetailed, the splays being ver;}t slight. The dovetailed 1 
joint was used on the finest log buildings', and provided a perm:::I.nentl: 
tight corner. 

Family tradi tion holds that the first pen of the House l>Ja.C'; butl t 
by Burton Gragg and his son Finley about the middle of the ni.net8ent~-, 
century Due to loss of recorc1s" this date l;annot be confirmed; hOT,,'s 
the property can ~Y3 trac3c1 in the late ninet'3snth, century to Leona:rll 
son of Fj,nley~ L20nard IS r) Lula Nc;\Iton, currently Ov'Tn~~ tho::: 
remarkably pre serv-e c1 house. 

l_-__ _ 



Research and architectural description by Cha:r'les Greer Suttlefrlyre) Jr.) 
survey specialist 

v\Jatauga County Records) Watauga County Courthouse) Boone) North Carolina) 
Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds) Wills). 

Watauga County Records) Division of Archives and History) Raleigh) North 
("-"0' -: "'la (C'1,1"~rcl1Y"1r< -nro,Qd'~ ) '-....I'.:-L_ ,..J....-Ll. \-j~\..0.5 J~"'J..JU ..L.J::}Vl UJ 

~vaterman) ':Phomas T ) and Johnston) Frances B. The Early Architecture of 
North Car olina w Chape 1 Hill) North Carolina: The Uni versi ty of North 
Carolina Press) 1947$ 
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As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tinnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the N:J tiona 1 Regi<.; ter and certify that it ha s been 
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f()rth by the National Park ServIce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Director, OUicEI' of ArchE>ology and Historic Preservation 

ATTEST: 



GRAN MOUNTAIN QUADRA 
NORTH CA ROLl N A 

7.5 MINUTE SERI (TOPOGRAPHIC) J 




