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1'he 1'1a5 t f arTrl sUTrounded thi 
in a "lrThich opens into the rich bottom2.2Jlds of' t~~2 ~ 

River floor Consisting of ten maj or "lrJhicn have 
v-ir un2.~ ~8red since their construction -' the Hast farm is 22'1 

corr=plete and Hell-preserved example of a ty-pical North Carolina mountain 
farm of the nineteenth century 

1) The main house, bUll t in 1885 -' is a t"L\fO story -' gable -roo: :rC.cTe 
d1{elling three bays Inde ai.'1d originally two bays deep vIi th a h{o-stor] rear 
proj ection also covered by a gable roof On either side of the y:;.2.iE block 
the bays are separated by large single-shoulder exterior end chjJ":"~;.e::rS H~ich 

have tUJnbled ... {eatherings Blld caDs. Dorr~nating the main (east) :acao,8 is 
a full-length one-story shed porch with a t"L'Jo-story gable-roof centY':::'=" se 
Both levels TiVere supported originally by vJOoden posts featuring decorative 
geometric Sal-Tn "lrJork and enclosed by a similar bctlus'Grade. Around tDe 
t'urn of the century the upper level of t:1.e porch "lrJas enclosed to form a sun 
room, several tvJO-story additions vJere constructed to the rear of the H;.ain 
block, and the first level of the porch was extended along the sides of 
the house. 

2) Atop a small kn.oll just north of the house is an eight-sided gazebo 
Hi tn latticework 1:Jalls and a 10l'J octagonal conical roof. It 1-laS built 
1890 for the entertainment of the many summer gue sts vTho stayed at the flast 
house. 

3) The building vrhose form is most 1miquely adapted to its function 
the Hash house, a small frame structure I'Jith a gable roof The u:pper halve 
of the exterior wclils are covered "Ln th open latticelJork vrhile the lov,j'er 
portions are sided with clapboards. This arrangement provided the neces 
ventilation for the brick furnace inside VJhich heated the Hater in the 
large capper washing pots. A small exterior chimney on the west gable 
the fur-nace. 

4) The spring house is also a small frame building 1'Jl -eh a gable roof. 
There is a porch under the roof on the north and Hest sio.es Hhich protects 
the unusual stone foundation. On the Hest side the foundation extends out 
beyond the "L{all to form a small circular pool fed by ChY"J. uIlaergroU;."'.LG. strealE. 
A stone trough le ads from the pool the interior of the spring house 
from 'lrJhich water could be transferred easily to the main house 

5) Next to the spri.l1g house is the meat house, a· tall re ctc-YJ.g-u.lar 
boc.rd-a11d-batten structure A small bell to'vJe.r above the front of the 
main (south) gable lends to the building the appear-Ch~ce of a small chapel. 
'The bell Has rurg to call the field hands to meals and Hhen emergencies 
The interior contains the various hooks and other equipment used in the 
mea t-CW"ing process. 
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6) The woodhouse 

of construction in 
square shelter 
open, but the gables 

7) Next to the woodhouse- to the west is tr.t8 apple house, the most 
re cently-constructed building in the farm complex Finished about 1905, it i:' 
a frame structure vJ'i th a gable roof extending out over the front (south 
gable end forming a porch over the entrance 

8) The weaving house, _ buil t ab?ut 1812 as a dlrJelling, is the oldest 
building on the farm It is a t1rJO-sto~y structure built of squared logs 

g 

j aine d in a full dove tail. It has a' gabJe roof covered ~Ti th wooden shingle s arld 
a large single -shoulder stone chimney located on _ the vJest gable About 1900 
large 1'Jindowscontaining two-over-two sash were cut in all four walls at the " 
first level and in the east gable. ~n exterior stair on the west gable pro­
vides the only access to the second floor. Although this stair is of tvreEtierh­
century c9nstruction, it probably replaced &~ earlier flight since there is n 
indication that a stair ever existed in any other position After the netrJ 
house 11)"aS completed in 1885, this building was converted to a weaving house. 
It sArved this pli-rpose for ove l' fil'ty years and still contains se veral looms 
in operating condition. 

9) 'I'he bJ-acksmi th shop, a large re ct&~gular building, include s t1rJO one-
I room structures under the same low gable roof separated by a central breezevJcy· 

The left pen is a frame structure' covered Hi th vade vertical boards, I'Jhile th~ 
right pen is constructed of crude rounded logs joined in a half dovetail. Tr1 
COTilll10n roof extends out over the main (east) facade to form a low porch 
The shop is one of the more interesting variations on the familiar II dog-run" 
plan 

10) "The barn, located across SR 1112 from the main house, is the most 
imp~essive building in the farm complex It is a large frame structure 
featuring ,a splayed gambrel roof with clipped gables. There are two long 
shed dormers on the front of the roof, each containing hv-o small hTindovrs 
Abo-ve each dO~Tl1er at the roof ridge is a box vent vli th a gable roof and 
1a t tice1'Jork side s The main roof forms an open shea on the main (1ve st) and 
south sides which protects tte vertically sheathed 1'Jalls of the 'main block. 
The gables are horizontally~sheathed. The striking humped form of the barn 
roof emphasizes the mass of the building and effectively relates visually 
with the rolling hills beyond. 
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About 1812 David Mast is thought to have built the log house ih at 
originally served as a dVJelling but is now referred to as the ~0"eaving house 
This building is the olde st of the complex of buildings v.lhich make up Mast 
Farm. David Mast died in 1830, but his vrife, Hary, remained on the farm 
until her death in 1873. Their son, Andrew B Mast, who was born in the 
early log house in 1827, stayed on the farm, buying his brothers and sister1 shares of their inheritance before his motherls death. The present main 
house, according to an inscription on an old picture of it, was built in 
1885 by M. C. Church for Andrew B. Mast. 

The Mast Farm, extensively enlarged by .AndrevJ Mast, was ot-med next 
by his son, David Finley Mast.. David F. Mast and his wife were vridely knov. 
Lhroughout North Carolina for the hospitality they dispensed to gue sts vJho 
boarded ~0"i th them to escape the uncomfortable lovlland surmners and to enjoy 
the excellent meals they served It was during this period that the main 
house Was expanded to accommodate the growing number of tourists. Mrs Mas 
was also vIell known for her weaving, which was done in the old log house. 
When Jessie 1rJilson, daughter of President WoodrovJ 1"iilson,' was married, 
Ilrs. Mast sent her a gift 1tJ"oven on one of her 'looms in the weaving house. 
The farm became the property of, David Mast I s son, Joe C JYlast, in 1936, anq 
the house is currently owned by heirs of Jus estate I 

The numerous buildings that make up Mast Farm, each expressive of its 
i'lLYlction, represent vividly the Hide variety of operations necessary to a 
self-sustaining farm complex. The vJeaving house is particularly interestin , 
both because it is as Thomas T 1"iaterman points out, .lIanexample of log 
construction which reached its fine st development in North Carolina,ll and 
because it 10"aS the original dwelling around 10"hich the farm grevJ up. VIi th 
this bui14ing as a nucleus, the farm illustrates the progression of &~ 
enterprising pioneer farrAily from this rude early house on a small homestead 
to a larger, more comfortable house, the seat of much larger landholdings. 
The 'complex includes one of the most complete and best-preserved group3 of 
nineteenth ce,ntury farm buildings in we stern North Carolina;. 
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Mast Farm 
SR 1112 
Valle Crucis vicinity, North Carolina 

State Highway Co.mrnission 
Scale: 1 n /1 mile 
July 1, 1967 
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