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7. Description 

Architectural Class;iication 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Renai~sance ~ Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from 
~DUCATION: library 

,\i1aterials (enter categories from instructions) 

lou nd a lion ------bbhl:r~i""""'c~~~{ "-b-r~l-c-Yk-------
walls _________________ _ 

asphalt rool _______________ =-~~--------------
other _______ --=g_r_a_n_l_t_e ________ _ 

The (former) Citizens Bank Building sits on a corner on the ~outh side of 
Town Square in Burnsville, North Carolina. Tbe massive yellow brick block 
faces the s~uare to the north. Across the side street to the east is the 
Nu-Wray Inn, behind the former bank is a Douse and to the west is a renova­
ted brick cc~mercial buil~ingQ The (former) Citizens Bank Building was con­
structed in 1925, at the height of western North Catolina's "boom" period 
which prece~ed the Depression era, and is the only high-style building in 
~J.rnsville . 

The former- 1;ank building is a blocky Renaissance - Revival style structu"re wi th 
a rectangulcr configuration consisting of three stories: two lower levels 
(actually a single open space which formerly housed a mezzanine on one side) 
topped by a ?rominent entablature and a f~ll story above. The first two 
stories of ~he two main facades feature monumental pilasters with granite 
bases and s~~plified_Corinthian capitals defining the bays - five on the main 
facade faci~g the square and three on the side e.levatj.on -- and tall l'ound 
arches with jrick voussoirs, granite console keystones and granite Corinthian 
imposts~ Wi~hjn each arch are two tiers o~ wood-framed tripartite windo~s, 
with the sp~ndrel between the tiers marki~g the mezzanine. level and the upper 
window of t~e Diocletian type. Fluted pil2sters divide the lower windows, whic: 
are fronted Jy a granite balconnette bear:ng turned balusters in relief and 
supporting 21 iron grille -which reaches to the middle point of the lO'rVer 'rli.n­
dow. The pi=-3.~ter capi tals a~d console keystones are all at the same level and 
seem to sup;ort the granite ~ntablature, ~hich has a plain frieze, except for 
small stylized sunbursts above each capit~l, and cornice with paterae. In 
contrast, t~e top story is quite plain and uniform on both main elevations, wi' 
simple rectEngular one-over-one doubl~~hung sash windows (single at the end 
bays and pa:=ed in the mid~le bays on eac~ main elevation) with soldier course 
rrieze, and a corbelled granite cornice. ~he rear and west side elevations are 
extremely p2.a.in. 

Distinctions other than the number of bays characterize the lower levels of 
the two mai~ elevations. On the primary f2cade, the middle three bays contain 
the tall arcies, while the two end bays are plain except for a vertical rec­
tangle outl~ned in brick with square stone blocks at the corners and, in the 
west end bay, a plate glass door leading ~o a stairway. The central bay on thiE 
facade contcins the main entrance, highlighted by a granite entablature and 
pediment wi~j raking cornice, dentils and console supports. The original doublE 
leaf doors ~ave been replaced by a modern single plate glass door and a boo~ 
drop. The s:de elevation has the arched co~position in the central bay and the 

[KJ See continuation sheet 
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two flanking bays contain rectangular openings at the lower level with 
slightly recessed brick surrounds and brick jack arch lintels" The sou'th 
bey opening is a large one-over-one double-hung sash window with panelled 
granite apron and panelled plinths and an iron grille over the lower sash. 
The south bay opening formerly contained a door with the flanking granite 
plinths but has been filled in with a plate glass window and a solid panel 
in place of the apron. At the top of .the end bays of the lower side eleva-
·tion there are horizontal rectangles in brick with stone corner blocks .. 

The interior ~f the library building is now one large, open room in which 
two levels of metal shelving and book$orage structure have been placed 
away from the walls of the building and tied into the walls at a very few 
points in order not to harm the exquisite plasterwork with which the building 
was decorated at its construction. Two large plaster medallions with egg 
and dart borders decorate the ceiling above the metal structuree A plaster 
Corinthian frieze decorated with swags, urns and other classical motifs is 
topped by modillioD.comice with plain leaf and dart bands. Encased c~iling 
bea.ms also bear the rnodillion cornice" The surrounds 01" the upper arched tier 
of the tall windows are d.ecorated with reeding and rosettes .. 

An unobtrusi&e door west of the main entrance opens to a small, narrow 
stair leading to the top story_ The long flight is broken by a small landing 
at the halfway point. On this floor is a long central hall and a series of 
office su.ites .. The central hall ha.s office doors with transoms and frosted 
g2.ass and oak surrounds ~nd an oak 'enair rctil .. 

Tbe same stair entrance leads down several steps to the large bas2ment dis­
tinguished by a large, walk-in safe whose door is surmounted b~lan elaborate 
plaster doorway containing a broken pediment with urn, fluted pilasters with 
ce~ved base and Corinthi~n capitals and ~arved imposts. The basement area is 
ot~erwise unadorned. 



8. Statement of Significance 

Certifying oHicial has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally statewide ~ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [KJ A 0 B [KJ C D.D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc Do 0 E D FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Commerce 

S:gnificant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1925-32 

Cultural AHiliation 
N/A 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
1925 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Summary 

The (former) Citizens Bank Building in Burnsville is this county 
seat's only extant example of high-style architecture dating fr8m the 
"boom" years of western North Carolina, immediat.ely preceding the 
Depression era. Designed in the nationally popular Renaissance 
Revival style, the building is characterized by a solid stateli~ess 
and handsome neoclassical detailing meant to convey an image of 
financial success and the stability and endurance of the banking 
industry. The interior is notable foy moldings and plasterwork ~nic~l 
have beer) well maintained although the interior no~ houses libr~ry 
facilities. The stylish buil¢ing vividly reca.lls Burnsville's ~lse as 
a.commercial and financial center for Yancey County during the early 
twentieth century as the area prospered with the successes of regional 
lumber companies ~nd mica mines. The Citizens Bank was founded in 
1908 as one of the county's first financial institutions and by the 
early 1920s its growth demanded a new commodious and fashionable 
bui·lding. The (former)' Citizens Bank Building is significant u::-.der 
Criteria A and C, respectively, as a reflection of commercial g~Jwth 
in Yancey County from its construction in 1925 un~il the bank c~osed 
in 1932 due to the Depression and as Burnsville's outstanding example 
of the Renaissance Revival style. 

CXJ See continuation sheet 
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Architecture context: After 1880, modest prosperity carne to Yancey County 
and the isolation of the mountain region began to dissipate. Some substan­
tial farmhouses were built in the area, indicating that agriculture, the 
leading economic pursuit, was providing a good living. By 1907 railroads 
connected the lumber companies in the county and, in tandem with road im- 1 
provements, brought new wealth and greater contact with the outside world. • 
By 1920 a thriving lumber industry and the mining .of mica brought a measure 
of affluence to the county. In 1930 Burnsville had six dry go~ds stores, fou: 
hotels and a number of professional and commercial endeavors. aThe former 
Citizens Bank building, now the yancey County Public Library building, was 
the only commercial building to be constructed in the nationally-popular 
Renaissance Revival style of architectural design. ·This style, used for 
educational, religious and financial instutions allover the nation, feature! 
s~metrical elevations crowned wi5h b?l~ corni~es, arc~ed windows 9 an~ a 
mlnimum of unbroken wall surface,· glvlng a plcture of stately solidlty 
which paid tribute to the new-found affluence of Burnsville. The building's 
massiveness and strong lines provided a setting for a reliable, secure bank­
ing facility. 

Commetci~l cohtext ~nd hi~torical background:The establishment of Burnsville 
as tEe county seat of yancey County in 1833 provided a commercial center for 
Yancey County~ ttit it was not until the turn of the century that- the isola­
tion of the rugged mountain county was overcome. After 1900~ railroads t . 

lumber an~ mining industries an6 better roads brought tangible ~ymbols of 
nattonal progress to the area .. Before 1905, all banking business w,as handled 
for yancey County residents in A~heville,thirty miles to the south .. When the 
Asheville·bank which handled yancey County business failed in 1905, the 
County's first bank, the Bank'of Yancey, was incorporated. In 1908, a second 
bank; th~ CitizenS Bank of yancey County was incorporat~d with a napital of 
$25,000. °The primary organizer and largest subscriber of the new bank was 
Garrett Deweese Ray (1833-1912), a native of yancey County and early entre­
preneur. Ray became aware early in his life of the importance of mining to 
the economy of the county. He invested heavily in mining companies, opened a 
profitable store on the corner of the public square where the former Citizen~ 
Bank building now stands, and in 1870 purchased the inn on the square, noW tl 
Nu-Wray Inn (NR).5. Ray bought $5,000 worth of stock in the Citizens Bank. 
Another large contributor, who purcbased $2500 worth of stock, was David M. 
Buck, a popular political figure in the county and a large landowner. His 
property, estimated at between 3,000 and 4,000 acres, extended into TennesseE 
Buck came to Yancey County from Abingdon, Virginia, as a graduate of Milligal 
College and a lumberman. He served four terms in the North Carolina state 
legislature and was a member of the board of directors of the bank for a 
number of years. He lived at Bald Mt., NC, several miles from Burnsville. Sc 
Byrd, of SWiss, NC, about nine miles from Burnsville, subscribed for ten 
shares of stock. Byrd owned a sawmill near his home, and shipped dressed lum1 
by train. One subscriber, S.C. Williams, lived in nearby Bakersville. The 
remaining twenty investors were residents of the Burnsville area. 6. 
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After its incorporation, the Citizens Bank of Yancey occupied the two-story 
red brick building which remains standing immediately west of the present 
bank-library building. In 1925~ riding the crest of the new-found prosperi 
of the mountain counties and in·keeping with the commercial frenzy which 
was overtaking the rest of the nation, 'the directors of the -bank, under the 
direction of Frank Watson, president~ authorized the purchase for $2400 of 
an adjaoent town lot for· the construction of a new, larger and more stylish 
bank building. 7. Six days after the purchase of the lot, the directdrs 
agr.eed to allovl E.F .. Watson, John A" watson and DeB. Fouts~ attorneys . and 
bank officials, "to constr'uct a second story on top' of the bank building, 
whicb is being constructed' gn the property of the Citizens Bank of Yancey 
in the Town of Burnsville' .. " • The three purchasers would pay a prorated 
share of the cost of the construction of the. building and could-occupy the 
,space or lease it wi th the "oonsept of this Bank· as to who shall occupy sa.me filS 

The Oittzens Bank of Yancey closed, in, 1932 and waB su·bs.eq:u-ent1y liquidated 
Ln 1937 the building was pu:r~ha8ed-- by the. Nortllwestern Bank:,.(how known as 
]'irst Union Nati onal Bank,,) 10. Th-B .building was used-. for bank.ing business 
until Octobe-r' ?5,-1972') w-hen it wa3 1qonated by Northweste·r-ntQ -·Yanc·sy:-:C 
for use as a county public li,brary-.. ,· .. 
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D See continuation shee: 

Verbal Boundary Description : 
yancey County Register of Deeds Book 150 at page 157: BEGINNING on the angle 
formed by the Square of Eurnsville on the south side of the street that runs 
south from the said Public Square, being west from W.B. Wray's Hotel, an~ 
runs with the concrete walk a westerly course to the lot of the Citieens Bank 
of Yancey; thence a Southerly cours~ with the line of said 

(K] See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The boundary encompasses the Citi~ens Eank of yancey and lot as described 
in Yancey County Register of Deeds Book 64 at page 110, as purchased by the 
Citizens Bank of yancey on the 20th day of April, 1925, w~ich is all the 
land historically associated with the building. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared Be 
name/title arolyn A. Humphrl es 
organization date Octo ber 1, 1 989 
street & num-be-r~~~R-o-u~t~e~2~,~~~0-x-.~1~i(~5~~~~~~~~~~ telephone (~4: 525-9462 
city or town Hlghlands state ____ N_C_~_ zip code _2_3_1_4_1_ 



number __ 10_ 1 (Former) Citizens Bank Building, Burnsville, NC 

Verbal Boundary Description (cont.) 

Lot 40 feet to Welzie Riddle's line; thence East with Welzie 
Riddle's line to the street running south from the Public Square 
and immediately south of the Burns statue; thence with the line 
of said street 40 feet to the BEGINNING, containing about 2240 
square feet. 
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