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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Richmond Hill is a two-story house of brick laid in American bond
and has a deep unadorned cornice overhang and low hip roof., The main
facade is three bays wide with a central doorway framed by sidelights. The
solid areas belween each bay are expressed by verbical projecting panels
which extend from the ground to the top of the house. This scheme of alter—
nating recessed and projecting panels is repeated on all exterior walls.

In plan the house is roughly T-shaped. The main section features
a cenber hall with a large room on either side. FEach of the rooms have
fireplaces in the center of their rear walls. Beyond this section is a
stair hall which runs perpendicular to the central hall of the front
section, Off this hall open two rooms of wunequal size which share a
common interior chimney. There is a brick one-story shed room at the
side of the larger rear room. All rooms are finished with plaster walls
above a simple baseboard. The mantels are of the simplest Greek Revival
design. It seems that this whole structure is the product of one continuous
building operation and the unusual plan which resuited must have been due to
the use of the building as a school, to the peculiar wishes of Richmond M.
Pearson, or both.
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Richmond Hill was the home and law school of Richmond M. Pearson.
Born on June 28, 1805, Pearson attended the University of North Carolina
and qualified at the North Carolina Bar in 1826. He served in the State
Legislature from 1829 to 1833 and on the Superior Court from 1836 +o
1848. He was Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court from
1850 to 1878, where he gained a national reputation for the lucidity and
logic of his opinions. Pearson, having Whig sentiments, generally
opposed secession as well as Radical Reconstruction.

Pearson was known as an excellent teacher. His famous law school was
originally situated in Mocksville but was later moved to his newly
constructed Richmond Hill home after 1848. Beginning in the 18508 over
1,000 law students studied with Pearson, including Secretary of the Interior
(under President Buchanan) Jacob Thompson of Mississippi; State Chief
Justices William A. Hoke and David Furches; Federal Justice Thomas Settle;
Congressman W. H. H. Cowles; and Governor David Fowle. o

The Richmond Hill property was acquired by Pearson between 184J and
1851. After his death in 1878 his son, Richmond, possessed it and sold it
shortly thereafter on July 23, 1884, to George Z. Poindexter. George Z.
Poindexter transferred one hundred acres of the estate, including the
homestead, to H. D. Poindexter on November 18, 1891; and Poindexter
conveyed the property to J. F. Yokley on January 13, 1913. The North
Carolina Society for the Preservation of Antiquities possessed the Pearson
tract on November 19, 1940, and transferred the title to the Yadkin
County Historical Society in 1968.
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