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Physical Appearance 

The Addison Apartments is located at the northwest corner 
of East Morehead and McDowell streets, at the northeastern edge 
of Charlotte's Dilworth neighborhood. The principal facade 
faces south towards East Morehead Street, a major four-lane 
thoroughfare linking Dilworth with the Myers Park neighborhood 
to the east. East Morehead street today contains an array of 
commercial establishments, smaller apartment buildings, 
substantial churches, and offices, some of which are former 
1920s houses converted to office space in the 1970s and 1980s. 
Despite vigorous new construction in this area, the Addison 
Apartments continues to be the tallest and grandest building 
along the street. 

Erected in 1926; the Addison Apart~ents is a refined and 
impressive example of Neo-Classical Revival highrise 
architecture in Charlotte. The nine-story building (including 
the full basement which is above ground on the sides and rear 
due to the slope of the lot) measures ~S5 x 56 feet, and has a 
steel frame with curtain walls of light-colored, wire-cut brick 
and smooth, cast scone. The original buff color of the exterior 
was painted a lighter shade of cream iG the mid 1980s. The 
symmetrical main elevation includes th~ee matching, slightly 
projecting sections, two bays ~ide, that accent~ate the center 
and corners of the facade. Each section has two sets of paired 
11 i n d 0 IV S Td i tho n e - 0 v e r - 0 n e s ash i n d i cat i n g the b u i 1 din 9 I s 
floors. Other ~indows on the principal facade consist of 
evenly spaced triple and single windows also having 
one-over-one sash. 

Foll01'1 i n g the cIa s sic a 1 II bas e, s h a = t, and cap ita 1 II ~ he 0 r y 
of skyscraper composition, the facade displays varying 
stylistic eleDents in each major division. The two stories at 
the base (the basement and main floor) are veneered with cast 
stone surmounted with a cornice, which is dentiled along the 
corner bays. The brick-veneered middle six stories feature 
bands of raised brick headers that deli~eate each bay from the 
second story to the seventh and accentuate the b~ilding's 
ve r tic ali t y . > lor ere fin e d cas t s ton e r i 1 a s t e r s c r 0 10j ned by 
engaged Corintjian capitals highlight t~e center two-bay 
section. Eac~ of the three projecting sections also is 
em bell ish edT",' i t h b ric k quo ins . The c r 0 ',,, n i n g e i g h t h floor i s 
accentuated a: the projecting sections ~y decora~ive iron 
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balconets, dentiled and panelled cast stone trim, and heavy 
cornices topped by parapets treated with cast stone ~anels 
embellished by ornate swags. While the corner bays have simple 
flat-topped parap~ts, the facade's central section is capped by 
a distinctive stepped pediment. 

The building's main entrance, located at the center of the 
fa cad e, f eat u res a n e 1 abo rat e t \" 0 - s tor y po r tic 0 I': i t had e c ~( . 
This portico has a'wide entablature with a dentiled cornic~ and 
"Addison Apartments" engraved in the frieze. The entab~ature 
is supported by wide, cast stone panelled pilasters and a trio 
of 11 e a v y, sty 1 i zed T usc 2 nco 1 u m n san d s qua red pill a r s ,l i t h 
r e c e sse d pan e 1 sat the t~.,r 0 fro n teo r n e r s . The po r tic 0 's dec k 
features urns on heavily mOlded bases joined by an iron 
railing. The front door is framed by a dentiled cornice, metal 
pilasters (painted white), Fhich separate double doors \'lith 
transom from wide sidelights. The transom and sidelights have 
ellipical leaded glass. The floor of the portico is covered 
with square ceramic tiles. Above the entrance is 3 pair of 
one - 0 \.i e r- - 0 n e ','r' i n do IV S 1,'1 i t had e cor a t i ve i ron b ale 0 net ~ up p 0 r ted 
by brackets at the second story. Centered directly over the 
deck is a cast stone scralled pediment with an eng2ged urn that 
c r 0 IV n s t ',oj 0 p air s 0 f \,1 i n d 0 ~,; s . 

Reflecting the elements of style on the f~cade, the side 
(east and west) elevations have single, paired, and triple 
windovs, and projecting corner bays accented by brick 4uoins, 
balconets, cast stone cornices, and s~ags. However, on these 
elevations, the symmetry of fenestration is partially 
sacrificed to utility, as the middle columns of windows are 
arranged off -center to accomoda te elev2 tor shafts. 'J'h,,? east 
e I e vat ion inc 1 u des a bas e:n en ten t ran c e she 1 t ere d b ~.- (.1, 

f 1 a t - roo fed can 0 p y Iv i t had e n til e d co .r n ice, an J sec 1_: 1-edt 0 ~~ ~ 1 e 
cast stone base by tHO heavy chains. 

The juilding's rear (north) elevation is 5trictly 
utilitarian. Devoid of decorative features and v~neered 
en t ire 1 yin b ric k, the rea r inc 1 u d G S t \\r 0 b ric k f 1 !J r~ S for the 
heating system and a pair of projecting two-Lay s~ctions 
indicati~g the locations of stairways 2nd service elevators 
rising t~le full nine stories. 

The :nterior plan cOr:lprises a center- lobb-I' 3na adjoir:ing 
waiting room on the first ~loor, adjacent offices, and rows of 
sui tes and other rooms o[)ening into long, !l3r:-:J1.o1 hall'i'l2Ys 
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running east-west along each floor. Shorter, north-south 
corridors near the east and west ends of each' floor contain the 
passenger and smaller freight elevators and the stairways, 
which are situated at the northeast and northwest sides of the 
building. The basement (ground floor) contains the recreation 
room (originally the dining room), laundry room, office space, 
and storage areas. ,All of the other floors contain apartments. 

The original suite plans include a basic two-room layout 
with a bedroom/living room and adjoining bathroom, and a larger 
plan with an additional room at the rear. While suites survive 
with such plans intact, units have also been expanded as well 
as subdivided in recent decades. The original 64 units 
increased to 90 (including two-bedroom suites) in the 1970s, 
and today the building hOlds 77 units. Moreover, kitchen 
facilties, includin~ stoves and refrigerators, have been 
installed. 

The lobby is the interior'S elaborate centerpiece. This 
rectangular space has marble-veneered ;;alls and square posts, 
as well as a striking plaster cornice featuring paired courses 
of egg-and-dart molding. A large window on the lobby's west 
wall reveals the (former) office, while the east side is 
partially open to expose the marble stairway to the basement. 
The smaller adjoining 1vaiting room to the north of the lobby is 
also marble-veneered and abuts a windo~ed'office to the east, 
but is simply decorated with a molded plaster cornice, chair 
rail, and baseboard. 

The building's hallways contain ornate wrought-iron floor 
indicators above the passenger elevators, plaster walls 
(covered with replacement wallpaper) I original asbestos tile 
floors laid in a checkerboard pattern, heavy plaster ceiling 
moldings, and simply molded plaster chair-rails and baseboards. 
Original one-panel wood doors with simple plaster surrounds 
lead into the suites. 

The suites, which were designed quite plainly, retain much 
of their original finish. They typically contain one-panel 
wood doors with glass knobs and simply ~olded baseboards and 
window surrounds. Bathrooms characteristically have ceramic 
tile floors and walls, though other bathroom fixtures generally 
have been modernized. Carpeting in the principal rooms conceal 
h a r d IV 00 d floor s . 

Although the building's interior typically retains its 
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original fabric, the former dining room in the basement has 
been' substantially remodelled. This room has a dropped 
acoustic tile ceiling, replacement doors, and a panelled 
press-board wainscot. The mOlded chair-rail may be original. 

The grounds include a landscaped lawn, mature oak trees, 
and shrubbery, which borders a ceramic tile patio along the 
facade and east side of the property. A retaining wall of 
wire-cut brick runs' along the southeast side of the property. 
A brick-trimmed concrete ~alkway featuring a pair of square, 
wire-cut brick pedestals extends from the Morehead street 
sidewalk to the portico steps. Located directly to the rear 
(north) of the building are a concrete patio and a small 
parking area for service vehicles. A larger parking lot, set 
off by a metal fence and a lower grade, encompasses the 
remainder of the north side of the property. This parking area 
is not included in ihe nomination. 
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Summary 

The Addison Apartments, constructed in 1926, stands as 
Charlotte's grandest apa~~ment building of this period, as ~ell 
as one of the ci ty' s finest surviving early t'.rentieth-centt.:~y 

highrises. Erected duril.;:; a decade of tremendous lOCal grc·,:th 
and attendant multi-fami~:' housing construction for both t~e 
middle and upper classes, the nine-story Addison arose as the 
city's tallest, largest ~nd most architecturally sophisticated 
a par t men t b u i 1 din g 0 f t his era. A I tho ugh the g rea t m a j 0 r i t~' 0 : 

duplexes, quadraplexes, 2~d larger apartment buildings erec~ed 
in the prosperous 1920s t~ve well-executed designs (typically 
Colonial ?evival, Tudor E~vival, or Craftsman), they rarely 
rival the Addison's use c: materials or overall execution. 
Perhaps only the smaller, :ive-story, Tudor ?-eviv21 Poplar 
.; par t men t sin C h a r lot t e 's r 0 u r t h IV a r d can r.l a t c h the Add i son I s 
elegance. In scale and c=nstruction, materials and 
architectural treatment, ~he Addison Apartments reflects the 
office skyscrapers that ~~re transforming the Cha~lotte sky~ine 
during the 1920s. The bu~lding today is one of the few 
surviving steel-framed hi~hrises from this period. It was 
designed by local architec~ ~)illard G. Rogers, a o~etime 
partner of Charlotte's pr~eminent architect, Charles Christ~an 
Hook, and constructed by :he Charlotte firm, J. A. Jones 
Construction Company. Bo:h Rogers and J. A. ~ones played key 
roles in the erection of :he city's impressive skyscrapers and 
other notable buildings 0: the early twentieth cen~ury. 

G Se-e continuation sheet 
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Architectural Context 

The Addison Apartments was completed in the midst of 
unprecedented skyscraper and apartment building constructicn 
during the 1920s in Charlotte. This \las a decade of tremendous 
local population growth fueled by the city's textile-related 
prosperity (Hanchett 1986). The federal census of 1930 
recorded 82,357 residents of Ch~rlotte--a 7~% increase fro~ 
1920 (U. S. Bureau of the Census, Sij~teenth Census). DOI'rnto'.1n' s 
rapid development a'nc. reconstruction in the 1920s \lClS 
distinguished by a host of impressive steel fra~ec highrises. 
In 1923, Charlotte architect Louis Asbury designed the 
eight-story Professional Building in the center city. In 1924, 
the 10-story Hotel Charlotte (demolished) and the 17-story 
Johnston Building arose, both designed DY neil York archi tect 
William L. Stoddard. In 1926, Asbury's 20-story First National 
Bank building I,Tas cOf:1pleted. Also in 1926, l'lillarc G. Rogers 
j 0 i ned. t 11 e s e 1 e c t ran k S 0 far chi t e c t s (~ e s i 9 n i n g s tee 1 - f ram e c: 
sky s c rap e r sin the c e n t e r cit y . R 09' e r s' 1 0 - s tor y \'7 i 1 (1 e r 
E u i 1 d. i n g (d em 0 1 ish e c) ',,' a s ere c t e c~ i nth e sum f:l e r 0 f t hat yea ron 
Sou t h Try 0 n S t r e 2 t, i nth e he art 0 f the bus i n e sse' i s t ric t 
(M2nufact~rers Record, Septe~ber 2J, 192~; Charlotte Observer, 
June 27, ~926). These builcings joinec t~e 12-story 
In (' e pen den c e B u i 1 din 9 ((1 em 01 ish e c ). ere c t e (' in 1 909 2 S 

Charlotte's first sJ::yscra?2r, to creat2 Ll n2 T,i sJ::yline 
sym1)olizing the city' s reP.lar~:::3ble groi"rth anc prosperi ty (~urin'0 
the height of the textil~ bool.1 (Hanchett .1986), 

The emerging skyline also symbolize( Charlotte's 
conservatism an~ sense of tradition. Like the Addison 
Apartments, each of these center-city skycrapers representee 
the stately Neo-Classical Revival style. Each building hac a 
light-color brick or limestone veneer and classically treated 
stone or terra cotta trim characteristic of the style as 
applied to commercial and public builcings. Rogers' l'lilder 
Building, for example, featured a limestone-veneered groun~ 
floor and mezzanine, separated by a heavily molded cornice. 
P i 1 as t e r s d i v ide cl the ban k s 0 f IV i n d 0 \'; salon g the set IT 0 floor:::;­
The mezzanine's corner ,,'indolls Here capped by stone pediments, 
and the building's facade T,,'as crollned by a broac, stone-trif:1r:led 
pediment. The Ao.dison ~,partiT1ents clearly echoes the 
Neo-Classical Revival architecture of its highrise 
contemporaries. In particular, the facade I s bricJ~ and cast 
stone veneer and centered ?anelled pilasters crowned by a 
p e dim e n ted par ape t ref 1 e c t R 0 9 e r s' T," 0 r J( 0 nth e \'J i 1 d e r 3 u i 1 din 9 . 
~'Jhile the main entrances of cO',~'nto~vn skyscrapers, suc~ as the 
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First National Bank) characterisically were framed by classical 
pilasters, the Addison's columned tlvo-story entrance portico 
boldly asserts the Neo-Classical style. 

The Addison Apartments also appeared against a hackorop of 
intensive apart@ent building construction throughout Charlotte. 
The city's pressing ~emand for housing in the 1920s generilte~ 
not only new single~family hones, but also a great number of 
multi-family accomodations for the large 2nd mobile 
mid C 1 e - cIa s s ;; 0 r lc for c e (B 1 a c k 1 9 8 8 i Han c he ttl 9 8 6 ). ~ 'I her e a s 
4S "apartments and flats" uere listed in Charlotte's 1920 city 
directory, by 1930 the number had soared to 16~ (Charlotte City 
Directorv, 1920, 1930). At least 30 apartmf?nt l;uilcinqs ','ere 
10 cat e din D i 1 IV 0 r t h by 1 930, \1 hi 1 eEl i z abe t h, an 0 the r , 
burgeoning streetcar :leighborhood southeast of ,DilTJorth, 
containec about 100 (OsT.1al0 1987; Black 1988). '='hpse 
apartmen t s \,;e re t yp i ca 11 y t \TO - or three- story, r:r i c]<: -vene2 roc 
c.upl exe s a nel quadril pI e:;~2 s C ecora ted i n the Co 10n i 21 Rev i ':Ll 1 ; 
Tu d 0 r ~ e v i val, 0 r C r aft sma n sty 1 e s . A sma 11 ern t) n r: err e f 1 e c t p c' 
the N eo - CIa s sic a 1 Rev i val i n flu e n c e" but non e '\ ,7 i t h t h P 

A~dison's elegance or sophistication. ~ypical is the 1928 
~~ est m 0 r e 1 a n cAp art men t sin Eli z abe t h . T his t ';; 0 - ? tor y , 
bric!(-veneerec' quadraple;~ has a pilrapet facace 2nc' rJn cntr2ncc 
bay cro'lined by a Ivoo(en pe(ime.nt (Blac)": 1°8(5). 

C h a r lot t e 's g r 0 loT i n 9 ~ t 0 c f~ 0 f r. u 1 t i - f (] mil y n 0 1.' ::: i n 0 0 1 S 0 
inc 1 u 6. e d a coIl e c t i on 0 f 1 a r <J e r fa c i 1 i tie. s . In Fl i z C1 b:: t :1 tit c 
Rutzler Apartl.1ents, ca. 1928, included 30 units i~ a 
three-story brick-veneered building, anc the tl:o-story 
Virginia Apart:nents, built in 1922, contained 12 'Jnits (Blacl~ 
1 9 8 8 ). . I nth e F 0 u r t h \'1 are, the f i ve - s tor y Pop 1 a r ), par t r.1 en t s 
was erected in 1929 to hold 39 plush suites for the city's 
1Iell-to-co (Huffman 198~; Hanchett 1986). Designed hy the mill 
engineering firr.1 of LOC)(llood Greene Engineers, Inc., the Poplar 
Apart~ents is handsomely emhellished Ilith a crenelateo roof. 
Fle~ish-bond brick veneer, and stone-trimmed, segmental-arch 
windows across the first story. 

However, the r.lassi ve nine-story Ac1 dison Apartr:lents ':,Ti th 6~ 

sui t e s a· n d 2 0 8 roo m s, a nee r e c t e (1 a t a cos t 0 f :1 a 1 f ami 11 ion 
dollars, surpassed them all in scale anc architectural elegance 
( ~1 a n u f act u r e r s R e cor d, reb r u a r y ~, 1 9 2 6 ). Its u r '/ i ve s a son e 
of the city's finest steel-frar:leo, Neo-Classical Pevival 
highrises of the 1920s, as veIl as Charlotte's most 
imposing--and o~e of the most e;~clusive--apartment buildings of 
its time. 
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Historical Backaround 

In 1922, the Addison Apartment Company purchased a lot at 
the northwest corner of East Morehead and South Caldwell 
streets in Charlotte's Dilworth neighborhood on which to build 
a highrise apartment building (Mecklenburg County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 485, Page 397). Situated at the eastern edge of 
Dilworth, East rlorehead Street included a streetcar line by the 
1920s and was rapidly filling with handsome residences on 
broad, landscaped lots for the middle and upper classes (Oswald 
1987; Hanchett 1986; Sanborn Nap of Charlotte 1929). The 
Addison Apartment Company was formed specifically to develop 
this Dilworth site for a fashionable apartment building. The 
company was owned by Charlottean John Addison Jones, who also 
operated the J. A. Jones Construction Company, the contractor 
on the Addison Apartments project (Smith and Kluever 1989; 
Manufacturers Record, February 4, 1926). J. A. Jones 
Construction was the city's premier building contracting firm 
of the early twentieth century, constructing in the 1920s such 
important local properties as the Professional Building 
(1922-1923), the Hotel Charlotte (1924), the Carolina Theatre 
(1927), and the Charlotte City Hall (1925) (Smith and Kluever 
1989). . 

The Addison Apartment Company awarded the contract for the 
des i 9 n 0 f the n e "1 b u i 1 din g to 10 cal arc hit e c t \'; i 11 a r d G. 
R 0 g e r s . R 0 g e r s (1 8 6 3 - 1 9 4 7) 'If a sam 0 n 9 C h a rIo t t e 's m a j 0 r 
architects of the early twentieth century. A Cincinnati, Ohio 
native, he moved to Charlotte about 1900. Initially, Rogers 
was em ploy e d by Stu art \'1. C ram e r, 0 n e 0 f the reg ion's 
preeminent mill engineers (Charlotte City Directorv 1902; 
Huffman 1983). In 1906, he left Cramer's firm for private 
practice in partnership with Charles Christian ~ook, 
Charlotte's first architect and one of the city's leading 
architects of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
(Charlotte City Directories 1906-1912; Hanchett 1986). The firm 
Hook and Rogers operated until 1916, when both ~ent on their 
own. Ivhile in business together, Hook and Roger-s designed the 
exceptional Egyptian Revival Masonic Temple (1914) on South 
Tryon Street in Charlotte. When, in 1937, a fi~e gutted the 
temple's interior, Rogers supervised the rebuilcing of interior 
in keeping with the original Egyptian Revival motif (Little et 
3.1. 1987). A National Register property (1987) and one of 
~ J 0 r t h Car 0 1 ina's r are ::: gyp t ian Rev i val t' r a son i c -=- em pIe s, the 
building Has razed in 1988 (Little et al. 1987). Hool-\: and 
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Rogers also designed a host of Colonial Revival and Dutch 
Colonial Revival houses in Dilworth, including the notable W. 
T. McCoy House (1910), a locally designated Historic Property, 
and the Z. V. Taylor House (1915) (Huffman 1984; Hanchett 
1986). Presumably, Rogers also designed his own house in 
Dilworth, a Dutch Colonial residence erected in 1902 (Huffman 
1983) . 

Rogers continued to practice in Charlotte until 1942, when, 
at the age of 79, he moved to Atlanta. Although there is 
little information about his professional career in Charlotte 
during this period, in addition to remodelling the Masonic 
Temple, the Manufacturers Record noted that Rogers remodelled 
the Latonia Building on Church street in 1925, and designed the 
Wilder Building, which was completed in the summer of 1926, 
shortly before the Addison Apartments opened its doors 
(Manufacturers Record, September 23, 1925 and June 6, 1926; 
Charlotte Observer, June 27, 1926). Thus Rogers played a key 
role in Charlotte's construction boom of the 1920s, designing 
the city's first highrise apartment building Ivhile contributing 
to the rapid transformation of the downtown skyline. 

The nine-story Addison Apartments was finished in the fall 
of 1926, Hith the first two floors accepting tenants in October 
and the remainder opening in early November. Erected at a cost 
of $500,000, the Addison provided its residents with auto 
garages, a filling station, and car wash at the rear (replaced 
by the present parking lot), room service, a beauty parlor, 
dining room, steam heat, two passenger elevators, radio 
attachments in each suite, and hot and cold running water 
(Manufacturers Record, February 4, 1926; Charlotte Observer, 
September 22, 1926). In a half-page newspaper advertisement, 
the J. A. Jones Construction Company promoted the Addison 
Apartments as "The South's Finest," and included a large 
illustration of the elegant new building, with well-dressed 
patrons and expensive automobiles announcing its exclusive 
clientele (Charlotte Observer, September 22, 1926). 

Like the Poplar Apartments, the Addison Apartments was a 
prestigious address into the 1960s. In 1930, for example, the 
64 tenants listed in the city directory included four 
physicians, six teachers at local Queens College, two Southern 
Railroad supervisors, and a host of other business executives 
(Charlotte Citv Directory, 1930). By the decade of the 1960s I 

however, East ~rorehead Street was being transformed into a 

'ON-O 
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commercial corridor, and Charlotte's new middle and upper 
classes were living as well as Ivorking around the outskirts of 
the city. Over the course of the decade vacanies increased; 
the ~969 city directory recorded 20 empty suites (Charlotte 
City Directory, 1969). 

In 1974, the apartment building was acquired by the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Housing Authority. The acquistion ensured 
the tuilding's survival and its continued use as an apartment 
facility, though for a different clientele. Since 1974, the 
Addison Apartments has served as a major public ~ousing 
facility for the city's low-income elderly. ?lans for the 
builcing's rehabilitation are in progress. 
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Addison ~partments 
831 East Morehead Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Mecklenburg County 
Photographer: Richard Mattson 
March 1990 
North Carolina Jivi'sion of Archives and History, :zaleigh 

1. Facade and east elevation, looking northwest 

2. Facade and ~est elevation, looking northeast 

3. Facade, cen~er projecting section and portico detail, 
looking north 

4. Portico, looking north 

~. Port:co ent~blature and deck, looking north 

6. ~ain entrance, looking north 

7. East elevat:on, looking southwest 

8. East elevat:on, stories 7-9, looking west 

9. Southeast ccrner of cast stone-veneered baseme~t and 
first story, locking northwest 

10. ~orth (rear elevation and parking lot, looki~J south 

11. Main lobby, looking north 

12. :'fain lobby, jetail of egg-and-dart molding, lcoking 
north,{est 

13. Original doc~s in typical suite, looking west 

14. Bathroom in ~ypical suite, looking south 

1 -
-~. (former) di~:ng room in basement, looking east 
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