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DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
DOMESTIC/secondarv structure 
GOVERNMENT/other 
RELIGION/religious structure 
FUNERARY/cemeterv 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 
Italianate 
Greek Revival 
Classical Revival 
Queen Anne 
Bungalow/Craftsman 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelli~o 
DOMESTIC/secondary str11c t 11re 
GOVERNMENT/city hall 
RELIGION/religious structure 
FUNERARY/cemetery 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation --=B:....:r:....:l::...:. c=k'""---------------
walls ___ _.:W..:...:o~o~d~/w.u..:..:.e,....a"'""t ..... h ..... e'""'"r ....... h .... ou..a .... r-'-c~' ______ _ 

Wood/shingle 
roof _______ A~s_p~h_a_l_t ______________________ __ 

other ______ ~B~r_i_c_k~-------------------------
Stone/granite 
Stone/sandstone 

I he Cart h a~ e H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t c on s i s t s o f a c u r \. i l i n e a r . 
Predominant 1 y res i dent i a l n e i ~ h b or hood extend in g \v e s t h' a r d f rom the 
edge of the courthouse square and central business district of the 
small town o f Cart. hag· e , c o u n t y sea t o t' .\1 o o r e . A.l thoug-h house s ~·: i t h in 
the district contain elements which likel:v date from the second 
quarter of the nineteenth century, the area's present buildin~ fabric 
largely represents the period from about 1850 to the beginnin~ of 
lv' o r 1 d \v a r I I . The d i s t r i c t c on t a i n s t h e t o w n ' s l a r £?: e s t E.!. n d m o s t 
i n tact con c en t rat i on o f hi s to r i c a 11 ~· and arch i t e c t u r a 11 -:-.r s i g n i f i cant 
residential development and contains representative and well-detailed 
examples of most of the architectural st~les popular at various times 
during that period. They include one. one and one-half. and t.wo-storv 
buildings of frame, stone and brick construction in the Greek Revival, 
I t a 1 i an at e , V i c t o r i an Go t h i c R e v i v a 1 , (:) u e e n A n n e , N e o - C l a s s i c a 1 
Revival, Colonial Revival and Craftsman s t:,r 1 es. Encompassed \vi thin 
the district, in addition to domestic buildin~s, are the 1898-1900 
Carthage Methodist Church [ = :30 l, the ad.iacent Carthage Methodist 
Cemetery [4 SI-1 ], where burials date from the early 1850s to the late 
1920s. and the (former) Carthage Community House f.i:t 3], built in 1939-
-tO bv the \ational Youth Administration. The district contains 
ninety-two contributing and twent:v-seven non-contributin?· resources. 
including forty-seven primary contributing and twelve primary non­
contributing buildings, 

~1cRevnolds Street. the location of thirty-eight of the district's 
fifty-nine primary buildings, is also NC 24/27 and has been known at 
various times as Elm Street and Hain Street. In the mla nineteenth 
century, it was part of the Fayetteville and Western Plank Road. It 
extends alan~ the crest of a ridge, so that. 1n many cases, back yards 
in the district have a gently downward slooe away from the houses. In 
a few instances 1 th~ drop-off is more prec i pi taus. Some houses on 
both sides of McReynolds Street are actually below street grade. 
(This became much more obvious when the road ~as widened.) 

Portions of four other Carthage streets are included within the 
d i s t r i c t - - B a r r e t t and R a v s t r e e t s , n e a r i t s e a s t e r n e n d , B r o o k 1 ~r n 
Street (opened 1n 1889) near the h'estern end. and Pinecrest Street 

~See continuation sheet 
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parallel to and south of L'{cReynolds Street. ~1cReynolds. Barrett and 
Ray streets were included in the original plat of the town. Pinecrest 
Street curves southwest from its .iunction with ~1cReynolds Street at 
Barrett Street continues westward to cross Brookl:vn Street, sur\·eyed 
in 1889. The latter street extends for two blocks south of its 
. i u n c t u r e w i t h ~f c R e :v no 1 d s S t r e e t , 

The development of the area over a long period ot' time 1s reflected 
not onl:"· in the mix of periods and architectural st:'-·les of its 
buildings, but also 1n the variety of setbacks and lot s1zes ana the 
irregular spacing of structures which characterize the distric~. 

Initially consisting of a small number of scattered houses c•n ~arge 

tracts, it was graduall~ subdivided into smaller and smaller parcels, 
although a number of the buildings still sit on rnul ti-acre lots. .'-1uch 
of the land included in these larger lots is located in the downward 
sloping rear portions of the tracts, so that relativel:v· narroh· lot 
widths bring many houses into somewhat closer proximity to one another· 
than might be expected. The majority of buildings are oriented to~ard 
the street. 

Elm trees once lined ~!cRevnolds Street. ~iving that thoroug·hfare a 
leafy canopy for part of the year. They ~ere cut down when the 
s tree t I hi g h \V a y \vas h' i den e d in the 1 9 6 0 s . H o \...; e \- e r , v e g· e t a t i v e mat c e r , 
particularl:"· mature deciduous and evergreen trees, remaln a stron~· 

presence in the district. Several vacant lots h'here houses once sL.ood 
have been reclaimed b~ trees, many rear section of the larger tracts 
are he a v i 1 y wood e d , and s eve r a 1 h o u s e s a r e o b s c u r e d b \T d o g· \v o o a s , 
magnolias. oaks, and/or cedars. On the north side of ~cRe:vnolds 
Street. the rear of several lots 1n the middle of the district ,':lre 
cleared and provide .::~ \·ista of the landscape be:vond the district 
boundaries. 

T h e d i s t r i c t c o n t a i n s a n u n u s u a l 1 :v· l a r ~· e r 1 u m b e r o r s e c o n a .:-1 r \' 
b u i l d in g s . 0 f the f i f t ~-'- t -;..,r o such b u i l d i ru::~ s , abo u t t hi r t :'-" are gar a g e s 

or s tor a~- e b u i 1 ding· s o f \'a r yin g s i z e s . .-\ s man v as e i g h t m a v have been 
erected as servants' quarters, while there are at least two barns and 
tw·o buildings which mav have been carria~·e houses. In addition. tner·e 
are a blacksmith shop. a tack barn, a well house, an octag-onal brick 
f 1 owe r house . and t 1 v e o r s i x b u i 1 d i n g s ~.., i t h o I. he r o r u n de t e r m i ned 
uses . The district also contains four earl \. we 11 covers and one 
gazebo. Of the total of fifty-two secondarv LJu.tldin~·s and s1x 
structures. forty-three contribute to the character of the distric:.. 

\.,'alls and· 
district. 

fences 
Several 

also add to the overall ~.·isual impact 
houses have low h;alls of rubble 2:rani ~e or 

of ·.:.he 
quartz. 
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while others have remnants of picket or cast and wrought-iron fences. 
One has a modern iron fence. On the north side of Pinecrest Street, a 
split-rail fence extends across the front of the heavily treed lot on 
which the "Chub" Seawell House I# 53 I stands. On the south side of 
the street, the expansive lot occupied by Edgehill I= 571 features a 
curving stone walk lined by a low brick wall leadin~ from the house's 
elevated site down to the street. The semi-circular driveway to the 
house, with its extension to the g·arages behind the house, is also 
lined by a low wall, brick in some parts and stone in other sections. 
Southwest of the house, at a lower elevation. is a ~rove of pecan 
trees . 

.:3cattered throughout the district are a number of ~.-acant lots. On 
~f c Reyno 1 d s Street , s i x b u i 1 dings w h i c h appeared on the 1 9 2 5 Sanborn 
map have been lost. The largest resulting open space, on the south 
side of McReynolds at about the mid-point of the district. had been 
occupied by the Carthage Graded School, to the east of which stood a 
two-story frame house. The school lot extends back to Pinecrest 
Street, and a portion of the tract. not visible from either street, 
has been ~raded by the present owners, a paving compnay. as a parking 
area for heavy trucks and equipment. On the north side of McReynolds 
Street a now-vacant lot is used for oarking by the Carthage Methodist 
Church. A ca. 1960 brick ranch-type house has replaced another early 
d we 11 in g . Pine c r e s t Street remains part i a 11 :.y u n de v e 1 oped , pro b a b 1 y 
because topography has made unattractive the breakup and sale of lots 
which extend from McReynolds Street to Pinecrest. 

Buildings in the district remain. for the most part, relatively well­
maintained, largely because of a continuing dominance of owner­
occupied property. T~..;ro houses appear to be abandoned and are being 
allowed to deteriorate. Five houses are unoccupied for much of the 
year , in most case s because the i r o ~..; n e r s have res i a en c e s e l sew he r e , 
but some care for their continued upkeep is evident. 

Naturally, given the district's long time period of development, there 
have been alterations to buildings ~ithin the district during and 
since the period of significance. Some buildings are the result of 
more than one period of construction, all or most of which occurred 
during the period of significance. Several have additions or 
alterations which, because of their location and size, have not 
affected the building's basic style or character. Approximately 
twenty of the primary buildings in the district have modern 
replacement siding, Hhether aluminum or vinyl, but in most cases the 
siding was installed without the removal or covering of decorative 
features such as wood shingling, brackets, gable ornaments, etc. Only 
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one primary building erected during the period of 
been so altered that it no longer contributes to the 

significance 
district. 

has 

The overwhelming majority of buildings and structures which are not 
contributing were built after the period of significance as infill 
construction or replacements for lost buildin~s. Most of the primary 
non-contributing buildings are one or one and one-half story brick 
ranch-type houses, although the district does contain one late 1940s 
example of manufactured housinf.S. the Thomas B. and Mabel B. Caddell 
House I# 54], a Lustron house. 

As is typical of most small towns in North Carolina, the major1tv of 
the buildings 1n the district constructed during the perioa of 
significance are of frame construction. The exceptions are the rubble 
native stone (former) Carthage Community House I# 3 J and the blond 
brick Charles Sinclair Housel# 31]. Tombstones in the Carthage 
Methodist Cemetery ISI-1) are typical memorials in marble, granite or 
brownstone. Buildings erected after the period of significance are 
constructed of either frame or brick, with the exception of the 
Lustron house, built of porcelain-enameled steel panels on a st.eel 
frame. 

Architecturally, the Carthage Historic District is also Hithin the 
mainstream of small-town North Carolina, with some buildings firml:.­
showing reliance on traditional building practices and forms. Others 
represent local vernacular intepretations of prevailing architectural 
styles, while another group contains relatively standard examples of 
those styles. A final, comparatively small, cluster consists of 
fairly sophisticated examples of a number of well-known styles. 

Firm dating of buildin~s in Carthage is made difficult because of the 
scarcity of early documentation. The .Hoare County courthouse burned 
in 1889, destroyin~ near.ly all earlier county records. \vhile man:.T 
individuals re-registered their deeds, a significant number were 
permanently lost and with them evidence of early land transfers. 

Possibly the oldest building within the district is the Dr. John Shaw 
House [ # 19], one of the houses featurin~ multiple periods of 
construction and architectural styles. The first building era, 
possibly the second quarter of the nineteenth century or even earlier, 
is reflected in the raised six-panel back door, several nine-over-nine 
windows which appear to be original, and a section of beaded siding 
with rosehead nails which survives on a rear wall and was not covered 
with alumi~um siding. Dr. Shaw apparently added a Greek Revival 
section in the mid nineteenth century and made later chan~es in the 
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Italianate style. 

The Humber-Spencer House l# 8J is also believed to contain a section 
dating to the second quarter of the nineteenth century, but late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century alterations and the recent 
application of vinyl siding have obliterated most signs of this 
period. Although the Adams-Bryan House l # 231 features a late 
ninet~enth century Italianate-influenced porch, the house itself is an 
early 1850s Greek Revival style dwelling exhibiting a traditional form 
in its one-story, single-pile front section which has a center-hall 
p 1 an . The G r e e k Rev i val s t y l e e n j o y e d c o n t i n u e d p o p u 1 a r i t ;.- t' o r 
an o the r twenty ;,-ears , as evidenced by the c a . 1 8 7 0 port i on s o f the 
Jenkins House l= 42]. 

Another familiar vernacular house type, the I-house with a ~able roof 
and one-story rear ell, was employed in this area of Carthage over a 
comparatively lon~ period of time, with examples dating from about 
1880 up to the be~inning- of the second decade of the twen-rieth 
century. Most are relatively simple in ornamentation. Two of the 
least adorned, but most separated in date of construction, are the J. 
F. Cole House [ # :3 S I and the Hornaday-Morgan House I ;; 5 S] , both of 
which now have full-height porches ~ith square-section posts. 

The most elaborately finished I-house in the Carthage Historic 
district is the Harley-Muse House I# 7J, another of the dwellings. 
which have more than one period of construction. The front part of 
the house, built onto a smaller, earlier structure, dates to about 
1879 and is lavishly embellished in the Italianate style. 

The most eccentric house in the district is the George Calvin Graves 
House (# 5], which was under construction in 1882 as a lar~e 
Italianate dwelling. An 1897 remodeling probably resulted in the 
addition of the monumental portico which spans the facade and the 
construction of a small octagonal tower which marks the join between 
the main block and a rear ell in the Queen Anne style. ~umerous rear 
additions greatly expanded the house; some of the additions have the 
appearance of being separate buildings which were attached to parts of 
the house in a somewhat random fashion. Among the many unusual 
features of the Graves House are the classical heads which are 
attached to various elements, such as the front porch and complex bay 
windows on the side elevations. 

The substantial W. T. Jones Housel~ 281, built in 
more architecturally sophisticated houses in the 
some interior features, particularly mantels, 

1897, is one of the 
district, although 

have a distinctly 
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whimsical flavor. The exterior is a bold example of the Queen Anne 
style, accented by an octagonal corner tower and a variety of sawn and 
turned ornament. 

Another of the district's more up-to-date buildings is the Carthage 
Methodist Church I# 30], a large and complex edifice in the late 
Victorian Gothic Revival style built between 1897 and 1900. A massive 
square four-stage corner tower is joined by smaller octagonal towers 
and an assortment of other forms in emphasizin~ the irregular massing 
of the style. 

Possibly the most prevalent architectural fashion occurring in the 
district is what might be called a Queen Anne/Colonial Revival style, 
the illustrations of which include both one- and two-story dwellings 
exhibiting the irregular forms of the Queen Anne style with ornament 
derived from the classically-inspired modes of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. The majority of these houses in Carthage 
were built in the first decade of the twentieth century, although the 
two most sophisticated examples, Edgehill I# 57] and the D. A. 
McDonald House l # 34], were built just prior to the turn of the new 
century. Both of these houses are further distinguished by the 
inclusion on the interior of large brick Craftsman mantels, a 
relatively advanced feature for the period and location. 

The early twentieth-century versions of the style are less lavishly 
ornamented--the classical inspiration restricted mainly to porch 
columns--and the irre~ular forms have been reduced to shallow bays--at 
least one of which usually is semi-hexagonal--which project from the 
more symmetrical main block. The most intact and fully developed of 
the several early twentieth-century two-story renditions of the type 
is the Dr. D. F. Watson House [# 22 J, ~vhich is notable for the t~.;o 
projecting bays on its facade. The T. B. King House [# 41 I is one of 
the more unaltered one-story examples. 

Perhaps the most academically accurate building in the Carthage 
Historic District is the Charles Sinclair House l# 31J, built in 1914 
by the well-known Sanford contractor Joe Stout to a design provided by 
Raleigh architect Frank Simpson. The expansive Neo-Classical Revival 
style residence, the only brick-clad building from the period of 
significance, features the characteristic monumental classical 
port i c o . I t i s a 1 so adorned 1,; i t h handsome e 11 i p t i c a 1 s t a in e d- g 1 as s 
windows above the entrance and flanking windows. 

In the third decade of the t\\'entieth century, the Colonial Revival 
style received some attention in residential construction within the 



NPS Form 1~ 
(11-00) 

u 
National Park Service 

Carthage Historic District 
Moore County, NC 

Section number 7 Page 7. 6 

district. Two frame examples are prominent, the 1922 Methodist 
Parsonage [# 12] and the 1926 Wilbur H. Currie Housel# 27]. Both are 
two-story, double-pile structures with entrance-bay porticoes centered 
on their facades, although the former house exhibits a hip roof, \vhile 
the latter is topped by a gable roof. 

The popularity of the Colonial Revival style in Carthage is reflected 
in its use in decorative elements in the early 1920s Muse-Williamson 
House l= 101, a one and one-half story bungalow, and the ca. 191~ Joe 
Ritter House, an example of the so-called American Four-Square house. 
It continued to be employed for infill construction for another forty 
years, whether on moderately stylish houses such as the C. G. Spencer, 
Jr., House [::; 9] and the Presbyterian Manse I= 261 or on later ranch­
type houses scattered through the district. 

The bungalow form seen in the Muse-Williamson House [ # 10], popular 
across North Carolina for both modest dwellings and more substantial 
residences during the second through fourth decades of the twentieth 
century, was chosen for two other houses in the district, The most 
intact is the Addison Spencer House l # 29], which exhibits details 
from the Craftsman style, the more prevalent architectural :node 
informing bungalows. This Craftsman style combined with modest 
references to the Colonial Revival mode in the construction of the 
last building erected during the period of significance, the (former) 
Carthage Community House [# 3]. Rubble native stone further 
distinguishes this Depression-era structure. 

As already noted, the Colonial Revival style enjoyed a continuing 
vogue in the district in the post World War II period, but other 
fashions also received modest attention. The E. H. and Rebecca W. 
Garrison House [ # 20 I is a late brick Period House, built ca. 1950, 
whose architectural touches are mainly derived from the Tudor Revival 
style. A few years earlier Thomas B. and Mabel B. Caddell House built 
the district's first manufactured dwelling, a one-story Lustron house 
[# 541. Developed in the years following World War II, Lustron houses 
had porcelain-enameled steel panels hung on a steel frame. The roofs 
on the modest structures, of the same material, resemble pantile 
roofs, so that the houses can be said to bear a distant relation to 
Spanish Colonial styles. 

In his history of Moore County from 1847 to 1947, Manly Wade Wellman 
quoted the following description of Carthage penned by Mrs. Alice 
Stead Binn~y, who visited the town and county in 1901: 

Carthage stands so high that, from any point outside the 
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restricting line of a wall or house, one gets a panorama 
of ridges and valleys covered with the rich deep green of 
pine forest; here and there patches of oaks, poplar and 
other deciduous trees (in places where the turpentine 
stills have claimed the pine) show feathery and gray now 
in the spring; and the green and gray blend and fade 
into the soft blue haze when the last ridge touches the 
horizon. (Wellman- pp. 126-127]. 

Even with the construction of numerous buildings within the area of 
the Carthage Historic District since 1901, this description still 
provides a relatively accurate depiction of some of the special 
physical qualities which characterize the district. 
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Inventory List 

A variety ot' sources was used in documenting· buildings in the district. The 
principal sources used, noted in abbreviation at the end of each entry, \.·ere as 
follows: :\loore County deeds - DB; ~Ioore County wills WB; Sanborn maps SM; 
Branson's ~orth Carolina Business Directories- BD; U.S. census records- CSC; the 
~orth Carolina Yearbook - NCY; The Carthage Blade - CB; articles and obituaries in 
other newspapers - ON; The Methodists of Carthage - MC: intervie~v 'vith Miss Glaci~'s 
Watson - Watson: telephone interview with Mrs. Waitsel Deese - Deese. 

Key 

C = contributing 
N = noncontributing 
OB = other building 
S = structure 
SI = site 
0 = object 

Street i 

Ray Street 

c 1. 106 

c 08-1. 106 

Height 

ca. 1906 2 

ca. 1920 1 

Description/original owner-occupanr 
(if knowlll 

J e n k i n s - M c I v e r H o u s e ; f r a m e ':J u e e n 
Anne/Colonial Revival with hip roof over 
double-pile main block; pedimented 
gables top projecting two-story bays on 
facade and side elevations; one-story 
porch across three-bay facade and north 
elevation has Tuscan-like columns: 
gabled balcony over central bay: one­
o v e r - o n e 1v i n d o w s : h e a v v i n t e r i o r 
chimneys with corbelled caps; large rear 
addition; converted to apartments: vinyl 
siding; built for Murdoch B . .Jenkins, 
blacksmith and foreman at carriage 
factory; J. Alton Mciver, clerk ot' ~oore 
County Superior Court, acquired in 1922. 
DB, USC, SM, ON 

Elon~ated brick 
corrugated metal 
doors. 

and frame garage 
gable roof; two 

with 
sets 



Un 
National Park Service 

Carthage Historic District 
Moore County, NC 

Section number 7. Page 7. 9 

c 2. 

c " ,_). 

c 0-1' 

105 ca. 1910. 

Barrett Street 

203 1939-40 

103 ca. 1940 

r 

. 
r1 

1 

1 

N/A 

Charles and Allie Graves Grier House; 
modest traditional frame house: -sable­
roofed, single-pile with broad gable 
centered over three-bay facade; full­
facade porch with groups of Tuscan-like 
columns; small side porch enclosed; two­
over-two. six-over-six and casement 
windows; front door has large, arched 
pane; variety of wings and additions to 
rear; built prior to 1915, probabl~- b~­
George Calvin Graves (see# 5), who con­
veyed house 1n 1920 to daughter Allie. 
wife of physician and county coroner 
Charles Grier. 
DB, SM, NCY 

(former) Carthage Community House; 
gable-roofed Craftsman/Colonial Revival 
building erected of rubble native stone: 
five-bay central block extended b~ 
recessed two-bay wings at each end: 
asbestos shingle roof; casement windows: 
three sets double-leaf doors across 
center of main block fronted by patio on 
north and sou t h e l e v a t i o n s ; i n t e r· i o r 
chimneys also of rubble native stone: 
bracketed eaves; built by members o i' 
National Youth Administration under 
supervision of McDowell County stone 
mason Herbert Phillips; dedication 
attended by First Lady Eleanor· 
Roosevelt: large, gently sloping lot: 
stand of pines 1n memory of men of 
Carthage killed in Vietnam war. 
Plaques, ~tate ma~azine article 

Bronze memorial plaque, in French. 
honoring James MacConnell, local man 
killed in France during World War 
while serving with Flying Tigers: 
presented by government of France; 
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c 4. 108 

c 08-2. 108 

ca. 1893. 
ca. 1930 

ca. 1930 

1 1/2 

1 

c 5. 202 1882. 1897 2 

mounted on wedge-shaped ~ranite 
monument. 
Deese 

Rose-Hurwitz House; one-story frame. 
sin~le-pile house with rear ell extended 
b~' small h' ings, raised to one and one­
half stories and remodeled in Colon1al 
Revival style after 19~5; .ierkin-head 
£; a b 1 e r· o o f o v e r d o u b 1 e - p i l e f r o n t 
section "·i th three-ba;'>' facade; jerKln­
head dormers flank .i erk in- head- roofed 
enclosed u oper oort ion of entrance- ba\· 
porch with Tuscan columns: sidelighted 
entrance: six-over-six windows; dentil 
cornice on porch; some Craftsman 
details; shed porch on east sidE; 
elevation to one-story win~ surviving 
from original house: built for L. K. 
Rose: acquired in 1910 by Abraham Henry 
Hurwitz, oartner 1n Hurwitz & Hurh' i tz 
department store. 
DB, SM, ~CY. USC 

Gable-roofed frame storage buildin~. 

Geor~e Calvin Graves House: extremel~ 

complex and eccentric frame house 
representin~ at least two periods of 
construction and several architectural 
styles; Italianate main block has 
double-pile, center-hall plan with 
hipped roof: pedimen ted gable over t"·o­
story win~ on east elevation; gables 
with elaborately-sawn ornamental bracin~ 
and verg·e-board at front sections of 
side elevations: three-bav facade 
soanned bv later two-story Tuscan porch 
with pedimented gable roof adorned with 
Palladian-in f 1 uenced attic window: one­
storv extensions of porch an~led at each 
end of main porch have chamfered posts. 
brackets and heavy turned balusters: 
highly elaborated bav windows on side 
elevations have trios of gables with 
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01 6. 206 ca. 1960 

c ., . 208 ca. 1879 

1 

2 

arches and bracketed returns tram1ng 
classical heads. a motif repeated on 
front porch; bossed cornices; bracketed 
eaves: mansard-roofed lantern with 
hooded ~indows surmounts roof ridge: 
interior brick chimnevs ~· i th pane led 
stacks; octagonal shingled tower with 
tent roof marks Link between ma1n block 
and one-stor:v. 
decorated side 

northeast el~ 

porch and ornate 
with 
g·able 

ornament.: two-s tory northwest rear wing 
has one-story, gable-roofed wing an west 
elevation; wing has £abled portico and 
gable ornament; George Calvin Graves was 
a prominent and prosperous merchant and 
livery stable operator in late 19th and 
earl~ 20th centuries: first licensed 
druggist in Carthage. 
DB, S!vl, CB, 0:\ 

House; hip-roofed brick ~ancn-style 

house. 

Marley-Muse House: ltalianat.e rrame 
house added onto earlier. Greek ~evival 
dwelling of one story; single-pile main 
block with jerkin-head gable roof, 
.jerkin-head 1Sable centered above three­
bay facade; sawn bargeboard: main and 
porch cornices have triglypns and 
diamond bosses: one-st.ory porch with 
heavy drop pendant rJrackets and 
chamfered posts shelters tacade 
openings; central balcony with turned 
balusters, bracketed shed nent roof; 
one-story, two-room rear wing on 
northwest is original structure--has 
two-panel doors, decorated Greek Revival 
mantels: one-stor~r southwest ell 
contemporary with two-story section; 
rear kitchen addition: paired one-over­
one windows in front section: two-over­
two ~vindows in rear have molded 
surrounds, bull' s e.ve cornerblocks: 
ext e r i o r has \ · in~, 1 s i d i n g ; do u b l e- l e a f 
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North side McReynolds Street 

c 8. 300 ca. 1880 2 

doors open to central hall with curved 
walls in front section; 1879 section has 
Italianate mantels, curvin~S stair with 
turned balusters, four-panel doors. 
plaster ceiling medallions: house rests 
on brownstone piers with brick infill: 
N. G. S. !larle.v, builder of the 1879 
section, was mill wri~ht and carpenter: 
left house ro dau~hter, Camilla, wife of 
p r o m i n e n t l o c a 1 m e r c h a n t , c o u n t ~· 

treasurer and Carthage school trustee A. 
D. Muse. 
DB, WB, S~, CSC, BD, NCY 

Humber-Spencer House~ frame house with. 
intersectin~ gabled wings, central hall, 
on slopin~· corner lot; ~ablet above 
r e c e s sed e as t t h' o bay s o f t h r e e - b a:'-. 
f a c ad e ; r e c t a n ~: u 1 a r b a ~· w i n d o w i n 
pro.iectin~ •.·:est bay; shin~ led g·able 
e n cl s ; ~ a b 1 e d r e a r e l l , t w o - s t o r ~' 

bathroom addition and one-story wing; 
one-over-one. t~<~·o-over-tv;o and four­
over-four windows; one-story porch with 
Tuscan columns and turned balusters 
across recessed two bays of facade and 
along east elevation; west elevation 
porch has tapered square-section posts; 
both porches date to mid 1920s; interior 
chimneys; interior has both simple 
Italianate and Craftsman details: 
believed to contain smaller ca. 1830 
house; vinyl sidin~; Samuel W. Humber, 
~.,;ho built the ca. 1880 section of the 
house, was a Vir~inia native who was 
working by 1870 at the carriage factory, 
of which he ~o.·as later a member of the 
board of directors: later owner Dr. 
Colin G. Spencer. who made the 1920s 
chang·es, was in lumber business and was 
well-known forestrv consultant. 
DB, ON, SM, lSC, owner. 
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C S-1. 300 

~ 9. 304 

\ OB-4. :304 

c 10. 306 

C OB-5. 306 

c 11. :308 

ca. 1950. 

ca. 1900 

ca. 1950 

ca. 1~70 

ca. 1920 

ca. 1935 

ca. 1905, 
ca. 1930 

N/A 

1 1/2 

1 

1 1/2 

1 

1 1/2 

Gable-roofed frame garage with modern 
rolling door and shed addition. 

Gable-roofed well-cover with bracketed, 
heavy square-section supports. lattice 
on three sides. 

C. G. Spencer, Jr., House; gable-roofed 
brick Colonial Revival: double-plle with 
three-bay facade; paired gabled dormers: 
entrance-bay portico. 
Owner of Humber-Spencer House (= 8). 

Lar~e shed-roofed frame storage 
building. 

Muse-Williamson House: gable-roofed 
frame Craftsman/Colonial Revival 
bungalow with large gable dormer: 
double-pile with three-bay facade; 
en~a~ed porch v.·ith groups of square­
section, paneled posts on stuccoea 
oiers, square-section balusters: one­
over-one windows, except large cransomea 
~indows on facade: sidelighted entrance: 
dormer is recessed, has balcon~; German 
s i d i n g· ; shed w in g on r' ear : b a .v 1.; indo w on 
west elevation: interior chimneys: 
C o 1 o n i a 1 R e v i v a 1 i 11 t e r i o r <i e t a i 1 s : 
a p p a r e n t 1 :v b u i 1 t b y )1 y r t i e M u s e 
(McPhail), a local music teacher. who 
sold it in 1933 to local department 
store owner I. h·. Williamson. 
DB, SM, NCY 

L a r g e s h e d - r· o o f e d r r a m e s t o r a l?-. e 
building, 

John M. and Della Adams House; one-star~· 
frame house with half storv added after 
1925: three-bav facade 1·-'ith hip-roofed 
porch carried on tapered square-section 
posts on brick piers. square-section 
balusters; recessed east elevation porcn 
and ease wing sheltered b;.· all-
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\ 13. -!04 ca. l::JE:iO 

N OB-6. -±04 ca. 1960 

c 1-L -±06 ca. 1870, 
ca. 1905 

2 

1 

1 

2 

encompassin~ pedimented half-story 
above; hip roof over main block: 
pedimented gable over shallow west 
elevation bay; hip dormers on front and 
rear slopes; interior chimneys; shingled 
~able ends and dormers: one-storv rear 
ell; one-over-one and six-over-six 
windows: Adams, for whom house was bu1lt 
was a blacksmith at the carriage 
t'actorv; his wife was a dau~·hter or 
Samuel W, Humber (see = 8). 
DB. USC, SM 

Methodist Parsonage; hip-roofed frame 
Colonial Revival; double-pile w1th 
three-bay facade; gable-roofed central, 
entrance-bav portico with Tuscan 
columns, arched ooening; transom above 
entrance; one-story side porches with 
b r i c k p i 11 a r s ; s i x- o v e r - o n e \v i n do w s : 
1nterior chimneys tlank roof rid~e: one­
and two-stor:v rear v-·ings link house to 
modern ~·arage; vinyl siding: interior 
has Colonial Revival/Craftsman finish: 
built on site of earlier oarsona~e. 
MC, SM 

House; ~able-roofed brick ranch-stvle 
house: wrouQ;ht- iron oorch supports: on 
site ot earlier house. 

Gable-roofed concrete block and brick 
g·ara~·e. 

Joe Downing House: ear l:v 20th cen-cur\-
frame Classical Revival built over 
smaller late 19th centur:v dwelling·; hisrh 
hipped roof over double-pile main block 
with g· a b 1 e s over s 1 i e: h t 1 y pro .i e c t in£': 
front sections of side elevations: one­
stor:v porch h'ith Tuscan-like columns 
spans three-bay facade, continues on 
east elevation; central e:abled balcon:v 
has bracketed, turned posts, turned 
balusters; vin.vl siding; shingled ~·able 
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C S-2. -±06 ca. 1900 

c 15. 408 ca. 1910 

N 16. 410 ca. 1985 

c 17. 502 ca. 1890 

N!A 

2 

1 

1 

ends: tall interior brick chimneys; one­
over-one and two-over-two windows: 
ori~inal one-story rear ell joined bv 
late 20th century additions; center-hall 
plan; most interior finish in Colonial 
Revival st:vle: J. G. ''Joe'' Downin~, a 
machinist and vice president of Cartha~e 
Furniture Company, was responsible for 
earlr 20th century construction. 
DB, SM, GSC, MC, NCY. owner. 

Gabled well-cover 
section posts 
enclosure. 

with simple square­
rising from well 

William A. Stuart House; frame Queen 
Anne/Colonial Revival converted to 
apartments: steepl~r pitched hip roof 
over double-oile main block; pedimented 
gables over shallow pro.iecting three­
sided bays on facade and east elevation: 
gabled one-story rear ell joined by 
later addition: one-story porch with 
Tuscan-like columns across three-bay 
facade; gabled second-floor balcony; two 
front entrances with modern doors: tall 
interior brick chimneys; Dutch-lap 
asbestos shingle root': one-over-one 
windows; vinyl siding; W. A. Stuart. 
city clerk in early 20th century, lived 
here with his sisters: property formerly 
owned by their mother, Bettie Stuart, 
wife of W. J. Stuart, principal of the 
Carthage Male Institute during late 
1860s and 1870s. 
DB, s;1, ~cy, ~rc, BD 

House; gable-roofed, brick ranch-style 
house. 

Reid-Muse House: douole-pile frame 
house topped by high hipped roof with 
decorative gables on facade, east 
elevation and over wing on west 
elevation; ~able ends have fish-scale 
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c 18. 508 ca. 1853 

1 

2 

shine:les and quatre-toil cut-out 
octa~onal attic vents; porch updated ca. 
1919 with tapered square-section posts 
on brick Diers; ~abled rear ell and 
enclosed shed oorch; three-bav facade: 
s idel i.£h ts at entrance: interior 1' in ish 
combines elements of two periods/styles; 
one-over-one 1vindows: aluminum sidin£: 
built tor Henrv S. Reid, a trimmer at 
carr1a2:e i'actor,\'; acauired ln 1918 D.\' 

Georg·e H. Muse, listed in the 1910 :=ts 
the k e e De r of the . i a i 1 , who 1 i k e 1.\· made 
the first alterations. 
DB, SM. uSC 

Gable-roofed frame storage buildin~ clad 
in German sidine:. 

Brewer-Wamble House; double-pile frame 
cottage topped by steepl:v oi tched hi o 
root, kith oedimented ~abies over 
r:>ro.iecting· bays on side elevations and 
semi-octa~onal bay at left (west) end of 
three-ba:">' facade: shingled gat)le ends; 
,...,. rap a r o u n d porch ( now en c lose d on e as t 
elevation) has turned posts, ladder 
balustrade. ~·ablet at entrance bay 1.; i th 
curved Stick Style ornament; Victor1an 
Joor; tall interior brick chimneys; one­
over-one windows; built for Charles S. 
Brewer, a railroad a~?·ent and later a 
manag·er at the carriag·e factory; J. S. 
W om b J e ~.;a s 1 o n g·- t i me 1 ate r o ,., n e r . 
DB' S:\f I LSC 

Dr. John Shaw House; frame house com­
bining three periods of construction and 
arch i t e c t u r a 1 s t y l e s ; ::s· able- f ron t . t ¥-' o­
storv w1n~ y.:ith one-story, sin~.ue-oile. 

gabled wine: extendin~S to east al 

perpendicular: one-story porch shelters 
three front bays of one-story east win~. 
enclosed on east elevation: has 
bracketed turned posts, saw~ 

balustrade, molded handrail; one-storv 
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C OB-8. 508 ca. 1915 

N 20. 510 ca. 1950 

c 21. 604 ca. 1890 

1 

1 1/2 

2 

rear ell; rear oorches enclosed; beaded 
sidin~ with rosehead nails on rear wall 
of one-story win~ under enclosed porch: 
aluminum sidin~ on rest of house; nine­
over-nine and six-over-six w indo~·s; 
paved sin~le-shoulder, exterior-end 
chimneys on west elevation of two-story 
win~; ltalianate aoor with tabernacle 
panes, contemporary with late 19th 
century porch, opens to broad hall 
connecting two wings; rear door, next to 
be ad e d s i din .e; , i s ear 1 y 1 9th c en t u r :v 
raised six-panel beneath transom; other 
doors are two-panel, matchin~ several 
mid 19th century Greek Revival mantels; 
single Italianate mantel on second 
floor; quarter- turn with land in~ stair 
beg ins in hall , rises between rooms in 
two-story win~; Dr. John Shaw, purchased 
tract known as Patty Glasscock land in 
1853, apparently made additions to small 
existing house, orobably datin~ to 
second quarter of 19th century; Patt.:.' 
Glasscock ~<.'as ~-.·idow of Dr. John 
Glasscock; Dr. Shai-.· was physician and 
prominent town and county citizen-­
Re~ister of Deeds, county commissioner. 
two terms in state house of 
representatives, trustee of Cartha!Se 
Academy. 
DB , S M , USC , B D , }f C , T h e C o u .n t ..- o f 
Moore, 1847-1947, Watson 

Frame e:arae:e and storae:e buildine: with 
standing seam tin ~able roof. 

E. H. and Rebecca W. Garrison House; 
brick Tudor Revival-influenced Period 
House: multi -gable roof; front chimney 
with picturesque shoulder; front gable 
end has mock half-timberin~. 

DB 

Clyde and Mattie Shaw House; traditional 
sin.e:le-pile frame house topped by low-
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C OB-9. 606 ca. 1915 
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2 

1 

1 

pitched ~·able roof with deep returns; 
exterior end chimneys; three-bay facade 
spanned by one-story porch ~vith 

chamfered posts, square-section 
balusters; second-floor shed balcony 
below central facade gable with quatre­
foil cut-out octagonal attic vent: 
entrance with sidelights and double-leaf 
two-panel doors; lar~·e six-over-six 
windows; surrounds topped b:v taller 
central element with elongated diamond 
bosses; one-story gabled rear ell and 
modern one-story addition; late 
Victorian interior finish; probably 
built for merchant John B. Shaw, a son 
of Dr. John Shaw (see # 19); occupied 
for much of 20th century by his 
children, Clyde Shaw, long-time 
postmaster and mid-20th century mayor of 
Carthage, and Mattie Kate Shaw, a school 
teacher. 
DB, SM, ~CY, BD, Watson 

Dr. D. F. Watson House; handsome frame 
Queen Anne /Colonial Revival house ~.j i th 
double-pile. center-hall plan topped by 
hipped roof; pedimented gables over pair 
of shallow two-story bays on three- bay 
facade and on each side elevation: one­
story porch with unfluted Ionic columns 
spans facade, continues on east 
elevation: shed balcony at entrance bay; 
entrance has sidelights and transom: 
one-over-one windows; shingled ~able 

ends; tall interior brick chimneys; two­
story rear wing; nicely-detailed 
Colonial/Classical Revival interior 
finish; David F. Watson was a dentist. 
DB, SM, USC, NCY, Watson 

Gable-roofed frame ~arage with double­
leaf board-and-batten doors. 

Adams-Bryan House; traditional frame 
house wiLh original Greek Revival detail 



u 
National Park Service 

Carthage Historic District 
Moore County, NC 

Section number Page 1 19 

C OB-10. 608 ca. 1854 

C OB-11. 608 ca. 1900 

C OB-12. 608 ca. 1890 

N 24. 610 ca. 1900 

1 

1 

1 

1 

and later Italianate porch; center-hall 
plan; sine;le-pile front section has 
gable roof, exterior end chimneys: 
openings of three-bay facade sheltered 
by porch with bracketed, chamfered posts 
and sawn, cut-out balustrade; gable­
roofed rear ell with extension to east 
~ives house an overall U-configuration: 
additions between front section and east 
rear wine;; sidelights and transom at: 
entrance; nine-over-nine windows; modern 
deck at rear; interior has t~vo-panel 
doors, simple post-and-lintel surrounds, 
heavy p l a i n Greek Rev iva l mantels ( one 
with battered pilasters); was residence 
of Rev. S. D. Adams ( 1829-1894), South 
Carolina native, )Iethodist minister 
assigned to Carthage Circuit 1852-54. 
1863-64; Presiding Elder for various 
districts, but maintained home 1n 

Carthage: house willed to widowed 
daughter, ~rs. Ida Bryan. 
Owner, MC, WB, DB, SM 

Gable-roofed, board-and-batten outbuild­
ing· moved up and joined to rear of house 
by small frame connector: has nine-over­
nine windows and five-panel door. 

Board-and-batten storae:e building with 
standing seam tin gable roof. 

Gable-roofed well house with board-and­
batten enclosed section; large louvered 
vent. small animal-watering trough: 
lattice on south side h'ell cover; brick 
well enclosure. 

House; gable-roofed frame dwelling built 
as small dependency associated with 
Judge W, J. Adams House, which stood to 
southwest; single-pile front section 
dominated by large rear wing added in 
mid 20th century when structure was 
converted to a residence: German siding; 
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N 25. 704 ca. 1950 

\ 26. 110 ca. 1950 

c 2 7. 804 1926 

:;I OB-13. 804 ca. 1985 

c OB-14. 804 ca. 1926 

South side McReynolds 

c 28. 301 1897 

1 

1 1/2 

2 

1 

1 

Street 

2 1/2 

ori~inal character and purpose of 
building no longer evident. 
SM, owner 608 McReynolds St. 

House; gable-roofed frame dwelling clad 
in German siding; attached ~arage; 
gabled front wing; ~abled dormer. 

Presbyterian Manse; brick Colonial 
Revival with gable roof; three-ba~ 
facade with entrance-bay portico, ~abled 
dormers; screened side porch. 

Wilbur H. Currie House; gable-roofed 
frame Colonial Revival: double-pile with 
five-bay facade and center-hall plan: 
entrance-ba~ portico with paired Tuscan 
columns supportin~S rainbow roof; 
Palladian attic windows in gable ends; 
one-story porches on side elevations; 
interior chimneys: eight-over-eight 
windows; leaded-glass sidelights and 
elliptical fanlight; vinyl siding; 
Colonial Revival interior finish: stands 
on rise well back from street; built for 
Wilbur H. Currie ( 1896-1969) was 
president of Currie Mills and of 
Carolina Bank; served terms in both 
houses of state legislature. 
DB, ON 

Gable-roofed frame pool house Y,' it h 
en~ aged porch. 

Small brick outbuilding, possibl:: a 
Delco plant. 

W. T. "Tom" Jones House; elaborate!:,' 
embellished frame Queen Anne: steepl~ 
pitched hip roof over double-pile main 
block; pro.i ecting gable-roofed two-s tor:,' 
bays on facade and side elevations; 
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1 

N/A 

N/A 

1 1/2 

octagonal three-story corner tower with 
tent roof: one-story wraparound porch 
with bracketed turned posts, spindle 
frieze, turned balusters; treatment 
repeated on shed balconies on three-bay 
facade and west elevation: shingled 
gable ends, sawn gable ornament, bossed 
ver~eboards; tall brick chimneys with 
paneled stacks; two-story rear ell with 
connector to one-story, hip-roofed wing; 
v in:v 1 siding; broad central hall with 
spindle screen, ornate stair and 
vernacular Classical Revival mantel; 
built on site of house erected for Jones 
in 1889, which burned; W. T. Jones was 
partner in and president of Tyson & 
Jones Buggy Co., president of Carriage 
Builders National Assn., and a local 
school trustee. 
DB, S~. CB, BD, NCY 

Small ~able-roofed frame dwelling, 
probably built as servant's quarters; 
gabled pent over door: six-over-six 
windo;.;s. 

Octagonal well-cover with tent roof and 
latticed sides. 

Rectangular, gable-roofed frame ~azebo 
with lattice on two and one-half sides. 

Addison Spencer House; ~able-roofed, 
double-pile frame Craftsman bun~alow 
with broad shed dormer above three-bay­
facade: recessed porch with paired 
slender tapered posts on brick piers; 
double-leaf french doors below transom; 
six-over-one windows; shingled dormer; 
triangular knee braces and exposed 
rafter ends; interior chimneys; gabled 
rear wing; hipped bay on west elevation; 
Craftsman interior details; terraced 
rear yard; built for lumberman Addison 
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Spencer (1859-1935), father of Dr. C. G. 
Spencer (see# 8). 
DB, SM, ON 

Carthage Methodist Cemetery; small 
cemetery associated with adjacent 
church; ear 1 iest burials date to ear 1~· 
1850s; several si~ned markers. includin~ 
at least three by Lauder of 
Fayetteville, who worked on the State 
Capitol; mostly standard upright markers 
of late 19th and early 20th centuries; 
several obelisks, including one with 
fluted shaft topped by urn; last burial 
in late 1920s. 
MC 

Carthage Methodist Church; large and 
complex frame building in Victorian 
Gothic Revival style; construction be~un 
in 1897 by contractor A. C. Camobell of 
Aberdeen; massive J?:able roof over main 
block: large four-stage tower with 
bellcast pyramidal roof at northeast 
corner: shorter octa~onal towers with 
bellcast tent roofs on north and east 
elevations; gabled projections of 
varying sizes flanked by buttresses on 
three elevations; lanse arched openings 
with traceried stained-glass windows; 
other stained-glass windows in assort­
ment of openings; doors have panels and 
traceried windows; towers and buttresses 
originally sheathed in wood shingle; 
most surfaces now covered with vinyl 
siding; little altered sanctuary has 
deeply coved ceiling and paneled 
wainscot; massive double doors separate 
from lar~·e chapel; attached to south 
elevation 1s two-story with basement 
brick education wing from late 1930s. 
CB, MC 

Charles Sinclair House; 
Classical Revival house 

e le~an t Neo­
designed by 
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archi teet Frank Simpson of Raleigh and 
built by contractor Joe Stout of 
Sanford; double-pile blond brick resi­
dence topped by hipped roof with crested 
flat pan; pedimented, two-story semi­
hexagonal bay on east elevation; 
monumental portico with Corinthian 
columns spans three-bay facade, breakin~ 

forward in ellipse at entrance-bay; 
matching porte cochere and one-story 
porches on side elevations; entrance and 
flanking windows have side-lights and 
elliptical, staineci-glass transoms; 
balcony above entrance; hip dormer; tall 
interior brick chimneys; one-story rear 
wing and porch; broad central hall with 
columned arches, half-turn stair with 
landing; first-floor rooms with cove 
ceilings, mirrored Colonial Revival 
mantels with tile facings; Charles 
Sinclair was partner in Sinclair Bros. 
department store and furniture business. 
Owner, SM, DB, NCY 

Deteriorated frame garage with gable 
roof. 

Waddell House; frame house with front­
ell configuration; pedimented gables top 
intersecting wings; front wing 
terminates in semi-hexagonal form on 
first floor, has shingled gable end, 
sunburst and spindle gable ornament; 
entrance is in shingled, semi-circular, 
first-floor projection in angle of two 
wings; one-story porch with Tuscan-like 
columns shelters recessed two east bays, 
continues on east elevation; similar 
porch on west elevation; one-story rear 
ell extending from two-story wing has 
porches on all elevations--turned posts 
and balusters, brackets and lattice; 
interior and exterior end chimneys; two­
over-two and six-over-six windows; in 
fair condition; built for Edmond 
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Waddell, a farmer; owned briefly by D. 
A. McDonald, merchant and clerk of 
Superior Court; acquired in 1893 by J. 
E. Waddell, son of Edmond Waddell and a 
traveling salesman 1n buggies. 
DB, SM, USC, BD, Watson 

Waddell-Larkin-Brown-Katsos House; tra­
ditional frame house with single-pile, 
center-hall plan topped by gable root 
with gablet centered above three-bay 
facade; built in two stages; two-tiered, 
shed-roofed porch across facade and on 
east elevation has square-section posts 
on first floor, bracketed chamfered 
posts; turned balusters on both floors; 
one- and two-story rear wings and 
additions; t~o-story southeast wing has 
bay window \·•ith shed-roofed balcony 
above; two-over-two windows; interior 
and exterior end chimneys; double-leaf 
front doors; interior finish in at least 
three styles--Greek Revival, Victorian 
and Craftsman; earliest sections built 
for E. Waddell; additions made by son­
in-law, J. V. Larkin, merchant, harness 
maker/dealer, and undertaker; J. M. 
Brown was owner in 1920s and 1930s; 
acquired in 1939 by Greek restaurateur 
James Katsos. 
DB, SM, NCY, Watson 

Gable- roofed frame garage converted to 
storage building, 

Brick foundation for structure never 
completed; standing seam tin gable roof 
added by later owner so that space could 
be used. 

D. A. McDonald House; elegant frame 
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival; extensive 
house with hip roof over triple-pile 
main block; pedimented gables over two­
story bays on side elevations; decora-
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tive gablet on east elevaton; front 
gable end has three-part window topped 
by molded hood; one-story porch across 
three-bay facade and on east elevation 
has classical columns; gabled balcony 
has bracketed turned posts; bay window 
and oriel on west elevation; fish-scale 
shingles and sunbursts in gable ends; 
two-story rear wing; one-story rear 
porch with lattice; tall interior brick 
chimneys; one-over-one and two-over-two 
windows; interior follows center-hall 
plan; finish includes: elaborate spindle 
screen, large Craftsman brick mantel and 
closed-string stair in hall; plaster 
ceiling ornament (medallions, tray, and 
quatre-foil) in hall and front t~o 

rooms; mirrored Colonial Revival 
man t e 1 s , some from o 1 d Sum m i t Hot e 1 ; 
molded surrounds, bull' s eye corner 
blocks; some .interior remodeling; built 
for D. A. McDonald, county surveyor and 
clerk of Superior Court; also engaged in 
naval stores business, general 
mercantile operations; early 20th 
century president of Bank of Carthage; 
secretary-treasurer of Carthage 
Furniture Co. 
DB, SM, USC, BD, NCY, owner 

Octagonal brick flower house with tent 
roof, nine-over-nine windows in each 
elevation. 

Two-room frame servants' house with 
standing seam tin gable roof; shed 
porch; four-over-four windows; now used 
as woodworking shop. 

Gable-roofed frame tack barn clad ln 
vertical board sheathing. 

Shed-roofed frame garage and storage 
building sheathed in German siding. 
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J. F. Cole House; traditional frame 
house with double-pile, center-hall plan 
topped by gable roof with central gable 
above three-bay facade; paired windows 
with snap-on muntins flank entrance l._T i th 
transom; bay window with paneling on 
east elevation; full-height entrance-bay 
porch with simple square posts replaced 
original full-facade porch; one-st.ory 
rear ell with enclosed porch; one 
interior chimney; Gothic-influenced 
attic vents; built for .], Fulton Cole 
(1849-1927) I.Jas a druggist and principal 
of the Carthage Academic Institute. 
DB, CB, SM, BD, MC 

Carlos McLeod House; traditional frame 
dwelling with front ell configuration: 
gables over intersecting wings; altered 
by installa-tion of vinyl siding, modern 
h7 indows in altered openings, replacement 
porch treatment: house was built for 
Carlos McLeod, who was a salesman. 
DB, SM, USC, Watson 

Persons House; modest vernacular frame 
house incorporating several styles and 
periods of construction: front section 
has two rooms which originally flanked Cl 

central hall (the left 1.;a ll has been 
removed), topped by intersecting gables; 
two offset rooms to rear of front 
section; further extended by rear e.l 1: 
porch with simple square-section posts 
spans four-bay facade, is enclosed on 
east elevation; interior chimneys; nine­
over-one windows; interior details 
include pair of two-panel doors, several 
four- and five-panel doors; Classical 
Revival and Craftsman mantels; second 
ph as e o f h o u s e b u i 1 t f o r ,".! a r g a r e t H • 
Persons, a widow, who acquired the 
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property in 1880; later o~·ned by 
daughter-in-law Mollie McLeod Persons. 
DB, SM, CSC, Watson 

House; ~able-roofed, brick ranch-style 
house. 

1 1/2 Harrington-Lewis House; steepl,- ni tched 
hip roof covers double-pile main block 
of frame ~ueen Anne/Colonial Revival; 
lar~·e pedimented dormer on front slope 
centered above three-bay facade; shallow 
gabled wing on east elevation with small 
addition; rear 1ving extended b~' gable­
roofed addition to west; porch with 
Tuscan-like columns spans facade, 
continues on east elevation: gablet over 
projecting section at entrance ~·ith 

sidelights and transom; two-over-two 
windows; built for veterinary surgeon 
Thomas H . Harrington and w i f e ~~a r y ; 
later owned by their daughter \ellie. 
wife of A. I. Lewis, early 20th century 
treasurer of Tyson & Jones Buggy Co. 
DB, SM, USC, ON 

1 1/2 Willcox-Spence House; frame Colonial 
Revival/Craftsman house with complex 
roof form; double-pile, center-hall-plan 
main block topped by hip roof h'i th 
pedimented gables over shallow extension 
on west elevation, semi-hexagonal bay on 
east elevation; front section e:-:tended 
to east b:v- g·abled wing intersected by 
taller double (front-to-back) pedimented 
dormers; pedimented dormer centered on 
front roof slope above three-bay main 
block facade, spanned by hip porch Hith 
tapered posts on brick piers; one-story 
wing:, addition and enclosed porch wrap 
rear and ~est elevations; shingled 
dormers and gable ends; variety of 
1.,rindow sash: interior chimneys; front 
two rooms feature Neo-Federal and 
Georgian Revival mantels; built for 
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physician J. W. Willcox, whose wife 
designed original house; later owned and 
remodeled by Union L. Spence ( 1867-
1954), prominent Carthage attorney who 
served terms in both houses of the state 
legislature; county attorney for many 
years; early 20th century president of 
Bank of Moore. 
DB, SM, USC, ON, NCY, Watson 

Gable-roofed frame g·arag·e with original 
rolling door having vertical panels and 
transom. 

T. B. King House; frame Queen 
Anne/Colonial Revival with steeply 
pitched hip roof over double-pile main 
block; gables top projecting bays on 
facade and rear elevation; pedimented 
gables with scalloped shingles, round 
attic vents with quatre-fojl cut-outs; 
three-bay facade; porch with Tuscan 
columns, turned balusters across 
recessed two bays, enclosed on east 
elevation; sidelighted entrance; one­
over-one windows; tall interior brick 
chimneys; interior finish combines late 
Victorian and Colonial Revival details; 
T. B. King was secretary of the Tyson & 
Jones Buggy Co. 
DB, SM, USC, owner 

Gable-roofed frame garage; original 
slidin~ doors with diagonal boards and 
horizontal windows. 

Frame servants' house with standin~ seam 
tin ~able roof, exterior end chimney and 
shed porch. 

Jenkins House; vernacular frame late 
Greek Revival house remodeled in 
Classical Revival style in ear 1:· :::Oth 
century; double-pile, center-hall plan 
topped by hip roof ~vi t h gables over 
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front section of both side elevations: 
one-story porch with Tuscan-like columns 
spans three-bay facade, continues on 
east elevation, where half is enclosed; 
hip balcony above entrance bay; modern 
porch brackets and balustrade; two-story 
rear wing and one-story ell h'ith 
enclosed porch: modern deck; s i.x-over­
six windows; interior features 1_lreek 
Revival mantels and four-panel doors 
from early period; mirrored Classical 
Revival mantels 1vith tile facings from 
second period; built for local merchant 
W. T. Jenkins; later owned by son 
Charles Jenkins, a blacksmith at Tyson k 
J o n e s B u g g y C o • a n d 1 8 7 0 s c o u n t ~­

treasurer; 01vned and occupied for much 
of 20th century b:v Charlie P. Jenkins, 
also a blacksmith, and his sister .\!aida 
Jenkins, a school teacher and longtime 
Moore County tax supervisor. 
DB, SM, USC, BD, .\IC, The Countv of .'1oore 
1847-1947, owner 

Gable-roofed two-car frame garage lVI th 
original pairs of Jouble-leaf doors; 
shed covering on east elevation. 

Partially collapsed, gable-roofed frame 
blacksmith's shop. 

Gable-roofed frame outbuilding of 
uncertain original use; \·ertical siding. 

Gable-roofed frame crib with vertical 
siding. 

Gable-roofed frame barn ~ith shed wings 
on both sides; standing seam tin roof. 

Gable-roofed frame storag·e buildin~ clad 
in German siding. 

Mclntosh-Dowd House; unusual frame house 
with some post 1925 alterations; front, 
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OMB .A.pprov~ No. 1024-0018 

g·able-rooft'ct section LS s1n~ Le-niLe on 
east . do u b 1 e- pile on 1v est : three- h a~.· 
facade has semi-hexagonal bav windows 
f l an k i n g· e n t ran c e - b a v p o r t i c o 1v h i c h 
replaced full-facade oorch: tt.-vo-storv 
~. he d r e a r v.' i n g ; on e - s t o r \' r e a r w i n g· 

ext en cl e d b v ~.,r in~ .i u t t i n ~ to west h' i t h 
~ab]e roof. enclosed shed porches: 
exterior end chimnevs: six-over-slx 
h·inclov.·s: built for Asa Mcintosh. h'ho 
en~ a <2: e d i. n farm i n ~ : w i ci o ~" sold in 1 9 l 6 
to Ilr. J. L. Dowel. 
DB, S:VI, USC 

Gab 1 e- roofed frame <2.' a r a<?.' e I'' i t h do u b l e-
1e.:if doors. 

Small frame ba.rn with vertic~al siding·. 
stanclin~ seam tin ~able root'. shed nent 
over door. 

W. G. Jennings House: rrame late Oueen 
Anne with octagonal. two-stage corner 
to 1,• e r too o e cJ b v tent roo f , u D De r s t a~ e 
shin2·led: double-pile, center-hall-plan 
main block topped bv hip roof, gables 
o\·er shallol~' bavs at front of side 
elevations: lar~e shed dormers on front 
and rear roof slopes; shingled ~able 
ends. bodv sheathed in vinvl E".iclin~·: 

po r c l1 span n in rs· three- b a,- t' a cad e has 
brackets, chamfered posts. turned 
balusters: one-over-one h'inclo~'-'S; startds 
on r L s e on l a e ~ e 1 o t ; bough t i n 1 9 ll.J. b ~.­
\<... G. J enn in g·s, bookkeeper at T~·son ,\ 
Jot1es Bugey Co., earlv :20th centurv to1,·n 
clerk. and 01,rner of Jenning's \lotor Co. 
Owner, DB. L'SC. :-.JLY. Watson 

G.<lble-roofed outbui ldin~. orob.'tbl~· huil t 
as servant's ch-velltn~. attached bv frame 
c·onJiector and porch to rear of main 
!'lOUSe. 
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Street 

,-, 

•) 

c s 

Modern ~able-roofed frame ~ara~·e ~.o.·i th 
pair of oaneled rollin~ doors. 

House: ~able- roofeJ. brick ranch-s t.\·le 
house. 

Gable-roofed frame garage, 

Gable-r·oofed frame <2·ara~e. 

Elon~ated shed-roofed 
cover. 

r ... rame ·.-shicle 

Shaw-McKe i then House; t rad it i anal frame 
d h. e 11 i n g· h. i t h \' i c tor ian decor at i v e 
accents: sin~le-oile, center-hall plan: 
main block to oped b~· ~able roo(. ~.o.·i th 
third gable centered above three- b a,. 
facade: additional ~·ables too ~mall 
b a l con i e s f l an k i n ~ c e n t r a l b a _,.. : o n e -

story, full-facade porch and balconies 
have bracketed. turned oosts and turned 
b a 1 u s t e r s : t h' o - s t o t .\' r e a r 1.,: i n g· • . .- i t h 
enclosed oorch; one-stor,\' rear ell has 
semi-hexa~:onai bay window; interior 
chimne.\'S; t.h'o-over-t.wo windoh·s: 1.·in.\'l 
sidin~; interior partially remodeled: 
bui 1 t by Thomas J. Shaw. an at torn e.\' and 
1 a t e r S u o e r i o r Co u r t ,j u d g e ; p u r chase ri i n 
1907 lJ.v ~. A. ~lcKeithen, ~.o.·ho had former­
lv been a merchant in Aberdeen: sen·ed 
as Cartha~·e tax collector and !ioore 
County Re~ister of Deeds in earlv ~Oth 
centur.v. 
DB. SM, ON, BD. \CY. owner 

Gambrel-roofed stuccoed storage buil­
ding on site of old smokehouse. 

Jackson-Blue-Lane House; traditional 
frame house, remodeled in Colonial 
Rev i v a l s t ~· 1 e i n l a t e 1 9 2 0 s : g· a b l e roo i' 
over sin~le-oi1e main block and one-
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story rear ell; bay window in right 
(south) bay of three-bay facade; 
wraparound porch replaced by entrance­
bay portico with gable roof, pairs of 
classical columns, sunburst in gable 
end; sidelighted entrance; gable-roofed 
one-stor~' sunroom and sunporch on side 
elevations: porch on rear ell enclosed; 
six-over-six windows; dentil corn1ce; 
exterior r~ar chimneys; built for ~-. K. 
and Mollie P. Jackson, who conveyed it 
in 1905 to Mamie E. Jackson; Bernard and 
Annie Jasper owned during earl~- 1920s; 
Moore County rural mail carrier and 
later sheriff D. Al. Blue and his wife, 
Berta, who acquired in 1925, probably 
responsible for alterations; later 
owners included W. G. Suggs and the Lane 
family. 
DB, SM, \CY, USC 

Gable-roofed, board-and-batten barn/car­
riage house with elongated ~.heel 
structure attached to ~ .. ·est end. 

Small frame building, probably ouilt as 
servants' house, with standing seam tin 
gable roof, exterior end chimney. 

W. H. Jackson House; late Victorian 
frame cottage; gables top four 
intersectin~ wings; bay windows project 
from ends of north, west and south 
wings; t~·o of bay windows are semi­
hexagonal, have arched panels beneath 
1vindows, round dentils in cornice; shed 
porches on each wing have slender turned 
posts; interior chimney; one-o\·er-one, 
two-over-t~o and four-over-four windows; 
large, heavily shaded corner lot; built 
for \>/, Herbert Jackson, who engaged 1n 
farming. 
DB, SM, USC 
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Well cover; lattice panels surround well 
enclosure: heavy square-section posts on 
pedestals support hip roof with finial. 

C. 0. Mainor House; frame late Victorian 
cottage with gable-roofs over inter­
secting wings; wraparound porch has re­
placement Tuscan-like columns nn brick 
piers, enclosed on south side; tHo-c\·er­
t w o 1" i n dow s ; '' i n y 1 s i d i n g ; c h i m n e y s 
remoYed; C. 0. Mainor was a cabinet­
maker and treasurer for the town of 
Carthage in early 20th century; in 1902 
became a foreman at the buggy factory. 
DB, SM, PICY 

Gable-roofed frame garage. 

Gable-roofed, board-and-batten storage 
building . 

.J. R. Sheffield House: vacant frame 
Queen Anne/Classical Revival cottage in 
poor condition; steeply pitched hip roof 
over double-pile main block; gables over 
semi- hexagonal bay on three- bay facade 
and small wing on north elevation; full­
facade, shed porch has Tuscan columns, 
where surviving; shingled gable ends; 
tall interior brick chimneys; built for 
J. R. Sheffield, listed in the 1910 
census as a body-worker at the buggy 
factory. 
DB, SM, USC 

C. M. Stutts House; boxy frame house 
with steeply pitched hip roof over 
double-pile form; ~ablet centered above 
three-bay facade; shed-roofed bungalow 
porch with tapered posts on brick piers; 
gabled rear ell; tall interior brick 
chimneys; two-over-two windows; vinyl 
siding; built for Calder M. Stutts, a 
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trimmer at the buggy factor~'. 
DB, SM, usc 

Frame storage building with standing 
tin seam roof, four-panel door. 

Porter House; traditional frame house 
with standing seam tin gable roof over 
sin~le-pile front section; shed dormer 
on front slope; extensive one-s tor~- rear 
wings; porch spanning; three-ba.v racade 
and continuing; on south elevation has 
brick corner pillars, tapered posts on 
brick piers, turned balusters: bungalm'<' 
windows; aluminum siding; built for John 
W, Porter, who engaged in farming; 
conveyed in 1922 to son, \;', E. Porter, 
employed in 1910 as a trimmer at the 
buggy factor~', who probably made the 
first alterations to the house. 
DB, SM, usc 

Frame storage building with stane1ing 
seam tin g·able roof. 

"Chub" Seawell House; frame house with 
Craftsman and Colonial Revival influ­
ences; double-pile main block has U­
shaped facade with gabled win~s flanking 
recessed central entrance bay consisting 
of crossette-pattern windows on each 
side of Craftsman door, sheltered by 
shed porch with simple square-section 
p o s t s ; s h e d - r o o f e d w i n g o n ~-· e s t 
elevation; interior chimneys; gable­
roofed, L-shaped connector ,joins main 
house to large gable-roofed mid 20th 
century addition extending to east and 
resting on basement with three-car 
garage at east end; porch with wrought­
iron supports and balustrade extends 
along south and east elevations of 
addition; Herbert F. Seawell, Jr., known 
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as ''Chub," was a well-kno~·n Cartha~e 

attorney and political conser-vative: 
two-time gubernatorial candidate, for 
the Republican and American parties. 
DB, ON 

Thomas B. and Mabel B. Caddell House; 
sole local example of Lustron house: 
produced by Columbus, Ohio. factory as 
rapid method of building large numbers 
of houses in post World War I I period; 
built of porcelain-enameled steel panels 
hung on a steel frame; interior had many 
built-in components: houses carne in one 
of four colors, in this case, blue; 
gable-roofed with engaged corner porch; 
metal casement ~indows; gable-roofed, 
one-room addition parallel to house with 
screened porch on west elevation; Thomas 
B. and Mabel B. Caddell had house built. 
DB, Architectural Forum, ;\fay 1949 

Gable-roofed frame garage. 

Hornaday-Morgan House; traditional frame 
house with gable roof over single-pile, 
center-hall-plan main block; two-story 
rear shed wing and one-story gabled ell; 
rear porch enclosed; three-bay facade 
with replacement full-height porch 
supported by square-section posts, shed 
roof: exterior end chimneys; entrance 
has sideli~hts and transom, double-leaf 
doors: vinyl siding; six-over-six 
~vindows; interior partially remodeled; 
acquired in 1913 by Rev. J. A. Hornaday, 
a Methodist minister then serving in 
Weldon: sold in 1922 to James M. Morgan 
and in 1928 to Miss Gilbert Muse, who 
later married J. D. McCaskill. 
DB, SM, NCY, owner 

Gable-roofed frame garage and apartment 
with shed-roofed, second-floor porch. 
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House; traditional frame house with 
gable roof over single-pile front block; 
rear ell; exterior end chimney; hip-
roofed porch shelters facade's three 
bays, has square-section posts: German 
siding; two-over-two windows; Craftsman 
door. 
SM 

Ed~ehill, the H. F. Seawell, Sr., House; 
elegant frame Queen Anne/Classical Revi­
val standing on rise; hip roof over 
double-pile main block with gables over 
shallow, two-story bays on facade and 
tVest elevation, third gable over east 
elevation; octagonal, tent-roofed tower 
at northwest corner; deep porch across 
facade has unfluted Ionic columns, 
turned balustrade on roof; enclosed on 
east elevation; one-story rear ell; 
semi-hexagonal bay windotV on west 
elevation; additions include one-story 
sunrooom and lar~er, ~able-roofed one­
story Hing, both extending from east 
elevation; interior chimneys; one-over­
one, six-over-six and casement windows; 
entrance has leaded glass sideli~hts and 
elliptical fanlight; sawn and turned 
~able ornament: interior has 
reception/stair hall ~·i th handsome 
stair; finish is late Victorian, 
Classical Revival and Craftsman; bui 1 t 
for Herbert Floyd Seawell, Sr. ( 1869-
1949): prominent attorney, judge of U. 
S. Tax Court of Appeals in h'ashing·ton 
1929-1936, state solicitor for 7th 
Judicial District, US Attorney for 
Eastern District of North Carolina: 
Republican candidate for governor in 
1928; extensive lot with pecan ~rove to 
southwest of house. 
DB, ON 
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C OB-47. 405 ca. 1897 

C OB-48. 405 ca. 1897 

C OB-49. -!05 ca. 1897 

C OB-500 405 ca. 1920 

N OB-51. 405 ca. 1970 

c 58. 601 ca. 1914 

c 59. 603 ca. 1930 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 1/2 

Frame carria.e:e house/barn with vertical 
sidin~ and standin~ seam tin roof. 

Frame, two-room outbuilding, possibl~ 
built as servant's house: vertical 
siding; standing seam tin hip roof: 
interior end chimney. 

Standing seam tin gable roof tons small 
board-and-batten smokehouse/stora~e 
building. 

Gable-roofed stucco-over-structural cla~ 
tile garage with attached frame shed and 
cold frame. 

Gable-roofed concrete block gara~e. 

Joe Ritter House; frame American Four­
Square 1vith Classical Revi\·al accents; 
steeply pitched hip roof with flat pan 
over double-pile main block: hip dormer 
on front and side slopes: three-bav 
facade spanned by one-story porch with 
Tuscan-like columns: one and one-half­
story, gabled rear ell; rear porch 
enclosed; double-lead doors; interior 
chimneys; shingled dormers: purchased in 
1922 by Joe Ritter. 
DB, SM, photograph in ca. 1915 promo­
tional brochure for Carthage 

D. Al. Blue House; frame Craftsman 
bungalow with e:able roof over double­
pile main block; large shingled, gabled 
dormer; porch across three-bay facade 
and porte cochere on west elevation have 
wrought-iron supports; interior brick 
chimneys; exposed rafter ends, tr iangu­
lar knee braces; ~abled additions on 
r~ear and east elevations; built for D. 
Alphonso Blue, who was listed in the 
1910 census as a rural mail carrier and 
later served as sheriff of Moore County. 
DB, SM, USC 



Un 
National Park Service 

Carthage Historic District 
Moore County, NC 

Section number 7. Page 7 · 38 

C OB-52. 603 ca. 1930 1 Small ~able-roofed frame dwellin~ with 
shed additions on rear and west 
elevations. 



[J nationally 

property 1n 

L_jstatewide 

Applicable National Register Critena QJ A 0 8 [] C I: D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 8 0 C [J D 0 E 0 F 0 G \I A 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Coomunitv Develoo~en: 
.~ r chi t e c t u r e 

Significant Person 
':;/A 

Period of Significance 

ca. l R sn -1941 

Cultural Affiliation 
'!i/A 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Campbell. A. C .. contractor 
Simpson, Frank, architect 
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1851 
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The Cartha~e ~istor1c District contains the lar~est and most 
in~act concen~ration of buildings reflecting the gro~th and 
development of the town of Carthass·e. \orth Carolina. from the second 
q u a r t e r o f t he n i n e ~ e en ~ h c en t u r :.· t o t he be~ inn i n g o f Y.' o r 1 d ~~a r I I . 
Carthage , the count:: seat o f ~1 o ore l' o u n t :'>" in the state ' s Sandhi 11 s 
region, dates its origins to 1796 although few, if any, buildings 
c u r rent 1 y lv i t h i n c he to~' n ~ s 1 i m i t s sur v i v e from t hat e a r 1 y per i o d . 
~hile several houses apparently contain elements dating from the firs~ 
or second quarter of the nineteenth century, the earliest datable 
b u i l d i n ~ s are f rom t he e a r 1 :.· 1 8 5 0 s , i,· hen the Fa~, e t t e v i 11 e and iv· e s t e r n 
P l an k Road h. as c om D 1 e ted t h rough l·: a r t hag e . I n add i t i on t o t he h o u s e s 
oi many citizens ~ho figured prominen~ly in the history of Carthage 1n 

the second half of the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth. 
t he d i s t r i c t i n c 1 u a e s a c em e t e r ~- h' i t h b u r i a 1 s d at i n g t o t he e a r i \. 
1 8 5 0 s , the large s t and oldest s u r \. i \. i n ~ church b u i 1 d in £S i n to h' n . '~'' h 1 c h 
is ad ,j ace n t to the cemetery , and a 1 ate 0 e pre s s ion- e r a com m u n i t ~­

buildinE?;. It also contains both \·ernacular and sophisticated e .... ~amples 
of many of the architectural styles prevalent during that long period. 
The substantial size and relative architectural sophistica~ion of some 
of the buildings reflect the town's comparative prosperity which 
derived from its role as the count~-/ seat, as a market town for the 
surrounding plantations and farms. and as the location of the county,s 
p r i n c i p a 1 man u f a c t u r i n ~ e n t e r p r i s e d u r i n g m u c h o f t h e p e r i o d o r' 
significance. This h'as the Tyson and Kelly (later Tyson and Jones 1 

3 u g g y Com pan y , e s t a b 1 i s h e d i n t he m i d 1 8 5 0 s , ~..; h i c h em p 1 o y e d s k i ll e d 

>-.. o r k e r s s u c h as b 1 a c k s m i t h s , \....,·he e l h. r i ?. h t s , t r i m me r s , up h o 1 s t e r e r s , an a 
painters. 

[]See continuation sheet 
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Historical Background and Community Development Context 

Moore County, located in the Sandhills region of North Carolina. was 
formed out of the lar~er Cumberland County in 1783, at the close of 
the Revolutionary War. Five years later, a county seat was 
established on the Killett' s Creek property of Richardson Fagin and 
c a 11 e d Fag ins v i 11 e ( a 1 so s p e 11 e d Fagan s v i 11 e , Fagen s v i 11 e l . -~ s m a 11 , 
crude log; building was erected for use as the courthouse [Robinson -
pp. 92. 95). 

By the early 1790s, the Faginsville site \vas determined to be 
unsuitable for the county seat, largely because of its remoteness from 
the major areas of settlement and from any roads passing through the 
region. A more desirable location was sought, and a point on a ridge 
running east to west across the county, and reputed to be the highest 
point in the county, was eventually selected. This ridge divided the 
county into two sections: to the north were rolling hills and fertile 
lands with large and prosperous plantations. South of the ridge, the 
terrain was relatively flat, covered with pine trees in a sandy soil 
which made farming a precarious method of making a living !Robinson­
pp. 103-104: Carthage General Plan- p. 43; Wellman- p. 121. 

In 1796, approximately sixty acres were laid out around a public 
square for the courthouse, and the new seat was named Carthage. 
Sixty-four lots, in groups of four, were marked off in a grid pattern 
radiating from the square for a distance of two blocks 1n each 
direction. ~ames of families prominent in the founding of Carthage, 
such as McNeill, Dowd, Ray and Barrett 1 became the street names 
around the square I Robinson - pp. 103-1041 facing p. 5; Wellman - p. 
6 l . 

The actual move to Carthage of the count:." seat \-las carried out at a 
relatively slow pace, and virtually no development occurred for some 
years after the town h-as laid out, beyond the construction of a new 
courthouse. In 1806, the community's name was changed to Faginsville, 
again in honor of the first donor of land for a county seat. In his 
h i s t o r :.r o f ~f o o r e C o u n t ;.r f rom 1 7 4 7 t o 1 8 4 7 , B 1 a c k we 11 P . R o b i n s o n 
quoted a description of the county penned about 1810, in r..vhich the 
writer stated that the county had no towns and that the county seat at 
Fagensville was ". a village at the Court House containine: 8 or 10 
dwelling Houses [andl the only place that claims a title to the 
Name " r Robinson - p. 106 l. 
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Carthage remained small and relatively undeveloped for the first four 
to five decades of the nineteenth century, ~.,rith its population only 
about 150 during the 1830s and 1840s [Wellman- p. 6]. Little remains 
of the small number of buildings erected during that period. Within 
the Carthage Historic District, the Dr. John Shaw House f # 19 l 
contains elements. including a raised six-panel door and an exposed 
section of beaded siding with rosehead nails, which suggest that some 
part of the house was built durin~ the first or second quarter of the 
nineteenth century. Another building· 1n the district, the Humber­
Spencer House I# 8 I, is said to include a section dating to 1~:330, 

although little physical evidence survives which would authoritative!~ 
confirm such a belief lDeahl interview). 

During that first half of the nineteenth century, one of the most 
important buildings constructed in Carthage was a new, brick 
courthouse in 1841. The town's first church, for a Methodist 
con greg at i on , had been b u i 1 t in 1 8 3 7 at the ~.;estern edge o f town , 
Both the Presbyterian and Baptist congregations used this building 
until they h 7ere able to erect their own edifices, about 1851 for the 
former group and 1859 for the latter. The educational needs of the 
community's children, as well as children from the surroundin~ 

plantations, were met by the Carthage Male and Female Academy 
[Robinson- p. 184; Wellman- p. 61. None of these nineteenth-century 
structures survives. 

The second half of the nineteenth century began auspiciously for 
Carthage. The Fayetteville and Western Plank Road had been chartered 
in 1849 to provide a highway for heavy freight wagon and fast 
passenger and mail coach traffic. Extending in a northwesterly 
direction from the head of navigation of the Cape Fear River at 
Fayetteville to Salem, some 129 miles away, the road would pass 
through Carthage. By th.e end of 1850, the road was approaching the 
Moore Count~' seat I Wellman - p. 171. 

Even as the pine ~.,roods of southern Moore County were providing the 
timbers for construction of the plank road. coal deposits ~.,rere 

discovered on both sides of the Deep River ~ .. Thich runs through the 
northeastern part of the county. It was thought that extraction of 
this valuable resource would bring even greater prosperity to the 
county, directly and indirectly through attracting industry to the 
area. In reality, only modest amounts of coal were ever mined from 
the Deep F i \. e r deposits and 1 itt 1 e manu fact uri n g capac it ~r was 
introduced in the area. However, the plank road had reached the 
we s t ern edge o f the county by the end o f 1 8 5 1 . I t pas sed d i r e c t 1 :.r 
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through Carthage where, on t-he western side of town, it later became 
present-day McReynolds Street [Wellman - pp. 18-19; Lefler and Newsome 

395]. 

In 1852, W. T. Jenkins donated land on the south side of the plank 
road/McReynolds Street, about three blocks west of the courthouse, to 
the local Methodist con~re~·ation for construction of a new church. 
The eistern half of the tract was set aside for a cemetery, where the 
first burials occurred shortly thereafter. The new building was a 
small frame structure [Wellman- p. 25; Methodists - p. 18). 

A mid 1850s milestone which would affect the growth and development of 
Carthage for the next half-century was the established of the Tyson 
and Kelly Carriage Company, which was to be the county's largest 
manufacturing facility well into the twentieth century. The company 
employed skilled workers, and by 1860 the firm's payroll was in excess 
of four thousand dollars annually [Wellman- p. 32). 

In addition to the Methodist church, several houses appear to have 
been built within the boundaries of the Carthage Historic District 
during the decade of the 1850s. Dr. John Shaw probably made the first 
additions and alterations to his McReynolds Street residence, 
apparently constructing a t~vo-story, double-pile wing as an attachment 
to an earlier one-story dwelling l# 19}. A one-story rear wing of the 
Mar ley-Muse House [ # 7] appears to be a mid-nineteenth century two­
room cottage, while the one-story, single-pile, center-hall-plan 
Adams-Bryan House [# 23) was likely built ca. 1854 when Rev. Shockley 
D. Adams, a prominent nineteenth century Methodist clergyman, was in 
his first period of service as minister for the Carthage circuit 
[Methodists - p. 23]. Each of these houses, or parts of houses, 
contains Greek Revival mantels and two-panel doors. 

The Civil War years were d iff icul t for Carthage, as man:-r :-roung men 
were called into service fighting for the Confederacy. Additionally, 
most, if not all, of the town's stores eventually closed, largely 
because proprietors were unable to obtain goods for sale. The first 
store to re-open after the har was that run by Tyson and McNeill. One 
of the local veterans, W. T. Jones, managed to return from Union 
imprisonment during the last year of the war with enough money to 
recommence operations at the carriage factory, which also had shut 
down during the war. Jones had previously been employed by the 
factory, but now become a partner in the re-named Tyson and Jones 
Carriage W9rks [Wellman- pp. 65-66}. 
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After the war, many of the county's former slaves were emoloyed in the 
pine forests of the southern section, where the production of naval 
stores needed by many industries across the country Has expected to 
have a significant role in the county's recovery. One slave who 
remained in the employ of his former owner was John Waggoner, one of 
whose tasks Has the transplanting of elm trees from his emplo;.?er' s 
plantation to the borders of McReynolds Street, which became known for 
some ~ears as Elm Street !Wellman- pp. 66-67]. 

Through the late 1860s and early 1870s, Carthage remained the center 
of commerce, g·overnment and social life for tv1oore Count;.~, as ~.;ell as 
its most populous town. But another town, Jonesboro, was beginning to 
compete ~" i t h Carthage for at l e as t some o f the s e r o 1 e s , as s i s t e d b :v 
its position on che railroad. Jonesboro dated its ori~·ins to the 
early 1850s and the establishmen~ of the Western North Carolina 
Railroad, which was to connect Fayetteville to the Deep River area of 
Moore County (and neighboring Chatham County) and its coal deposits. 
Although construction of the line and mining of the coal deposits 
remained sluggish, the railroad did reach northeastern >Joore County 
with a stop at Jonesboro, which took advantage of its connection to 
other 1 ines at Fa;.ret tev ille to become a commercial center. By 1880, 
the population of Jonesboro had suroassed that of Cartha~·e !wellman­
pp. 2 4-2 5 ' 8 9' 9 0 l . 

0 the r towns we r e e s tab 1 i shed a r o una ~1 o ore County i n the 1 8 7 0 s h 7 h i c h 
also began to compete with Carthage for population and commerce. again 
receiving impetus from railroad construction. The Ralei~h and Augusta 
Railroad began construction in the early 1870s and by 1874 had crossed 
the \v' e stern \f o r t h Car o 1 in a R a i 1 road a t a p o in t near J one s b o r o , ""'he r e 
the town of Sanford quickly came into being. Soon, the line had 
progressed further south, and another town, known as (ameron, appeared 
to the southeast of Carthage. By 1880, Sanford had 236 residents, and 
Came ron ' s pop u 1 at i on had c 1 imbed t o 1 1 7 f lv· e ll man - p . 8 :3 ; L e f 1 e r and 
:Jewsome - 516]. 

Three edit ions of the N_orth ~arol ina Business P;t.L~.~-t_orv, published by 
Levi Branson of Raleigh, provide a picture of economic development in 
Carthage from the late 1860s throue:h the early 1870s. During this 
period, the princioal manufacturing enterprise was the Tyson and Jones 
Carriage \vorks. But there were other, smaller, i_ndustrial components 
to the local economy, including two wagon works (specialists in farm 
wagons and equipment), two boot makers, several e;rist and saw mills, 
and a manufacturer of millstones. The number of mercantile 
establishm~nts in town fluctuated--six were listed in 1867-68, four in 
1869 and seven in 1872. By the latter date, Carthage had four lawyers 
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and four physicians in residence, as well. as 
lBranson's, 1867-68, 1869, 1872: Wellman- p. 

two hotels 
90 l . 

in operation 

It seems likely that during the ten-year period of recovery following 
the end of the Civil War, numerous buildings would have been erected 
in Carthage. However, the only known buildin~S from this period to 
survive in the Carthage Historic District is the Jenkins Housel~ 42), 
b u i 1 t ·c a . 1 8 7 0 for prominent 1 o cal merchant W • T . Jenkins about 6 I 1 0 
o f a m i 1 e h-e s t o f the courthouse , well beyond the or i g i n a 1 are a o f 
settlement. Partially remodeled in the early t~Ventieth century, the 
house retains some interior features, particularly mantels, which 
identify it as a late example of the Greek Revival style. 

The succeeding· decade saw significant increases in several areas of 
the local economy. Again, the North Carolina Business Directory 
provides information about these strides forward. The 1877-78 edition 
listed seventeen merchants and tradesmen, four lawyers, four 
physicians, and two hotels. In addition to the Tyson and Jones 
Carriage company, there were two other wagon works, two boot and shoe 
makers, a mill stone producer, a hatter, nine cotton gins, and three 
turpentine distilleries, the latter a rather new addition to northern 
Moore County's manufacturing sector !Branson's, 1872]. 

As Carthage was ~Srowing and becoming more prosperous, another new town 
was being established in eastern Moore County. Allison Francis Pa~e 

carne to the Sandhills in 1879 to select a site at which to make a new 
start. He decided on a tiny settlement named Blue's Crossing, which 
~vas an important point on the Raleigh and Augusta Railroad for the 
shipment of lumber. Page bought several tracts of heavily timbered 
land in the area in 1880, began logging, built a home and in 1881 
moved his family from Wake County to Blue's Crossing, soon to be re­
named Aberdeen. This community, like the other new Moore County 
towns , grew q u i c k 1 y , a c h :i,. e v in g a pop u l at i on o f 2 2 7 by 1 8 9 0 [ \¥ e 11m an -
pp. 88-89' 103 J. 

By 1880, the population of Carthage had gro~'n to 366, second to 
Jonesboro with its 372 residents. As the county seat, Carthage had a 
growing coterie of resident attorneys, which numbered seven in 1884. 
The other major profession, that of physician, had seen a decrease to 
three. Although the number of merchants and tradesmen had also 
declined, from seventeen to fourteen, the listings in the j~_g_rth 

Carolina Business Directory for ··~tanufactories'' had seen a small 
increase .. A comparison with Jonesboro shows that it was rapidly 
moving ahead of Carthage in the manufacturing and commercial sectors, 
with Sanford also making a strong showing !Branson's, 1884]. 
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Several important houses were built in the area of the Cartha~e 
Historic District during this second decade following the Civil War, 
of which two of the most si~nificant survivors are the l879 Harley­
Muse House [£ 7] and the 1882 George Calvin Graves House [# Sl, both 
of which are two-story examples of the Italianate style, standing in 
close proximity to one another on Barrett Street in the district's 
northeast corner. The former was built for a local millwright and 
carpenter. while the latter was the residence of a prominent merchant 
and livery stable owner. rfore traditional houses apparently built 
durinS?: this decade include the Waddell House ! :;: 32 j and the Larkin­
Brown Katsos House [ =33], adjacent houses on the south side of 
~,1 c R e y no l d s S t r e e t we s t o f t he Method i s t c h u r c h , \\'hi c h i n l 8 8 0 saw the 
remodeling and overbuildin~ of its 1852 edifice [~ethodists- p. 88]. 

Carthage leaders, not ~anting to fall behind the newer towns of Moore 
County, decided that the town needed a railroad to make it more 
attractive to new industries and businesses. The Carthag·e Railroad 
was chartered in 1885 to build a rail link from CarthaS?:e to the 
RaleiS?:h and Augusta line at nearby Cameron. It was felt that, among 
other benefits to CarthaS?:e, 

The Tyson and Jones carriage factory, which had done 
increasingly well since its reactivation after the Ci;·il 
War, would flourish even more strongly with this rail 
transportation to the big railroad, and other industries 
would profit without the added burden of shipping by 
freight wagon along those miles of clogging sandy roads 
[viellman - p. 99]. 

By this time, the Tyson and Jones Carriage ~vorks, to~ether h'i th the 
smaller local wagon work?. employed fort~r-six wheelwrights, trimmers, 
upholsterers I and other skilled workmen r Wellman p. 9() l. One of 
these employees, Samuel W. Humber, constructed an addition. ca. 1880, 
to an existing house a short distance from the factory, at the corner 
of McReynolds and Barrett Street. The Humber-Spencer House I= 8j was 
remodeled by a later owner in the mid 1920s !Deahl interview]. 

The Carthage Railroad was completed in October of 1888 and opened to 
great fanfare. But the town and county received a stunning blow in 
Sept em be r o f the f o ll o y,· i n g year , when the i n t e r i o r o f t he recent 1 y 
remodeled courthouse was completely destroyed by fire, which took with 
it most oi the county's early records. The interior was quickly 
rebuilt and a substantial number of deeds were re-registered. but manY 
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records were lost forever, making documentation of buildings difficult 
[Wellman pp. 102-103; deed recordsl. 

During the final one and one-half decades of the nineteenth century, 
the population and economy of Carthage en.ioyed steady growth, while 
numerous other towns of Moore County experienced much more rapid 
spurts of development. These other towns included several new towns 
established by the are a ' s bur fS eon in g resort indus t r :.· , part i c u 1 a r 1 v 
Southern Pines and Pinehurst, which were to have a ma.ior impact on L:he 
development of the county as a whole. They attracted a large number 
of seasonal visitors and permanent residents from the northeast whose 
relative affluence combined h'ith an awareness of changing 
architectural trends to create towns with a completely different look. 

In 1900, the U. S. census noted that the 
risen from a total of 485 in 1890 to 605. 
ahead of the other towns to 1, 044, while 
ahead of Carthage with 650. Aberdeen and 
behind, with populations of 559 and 517, 
1 0 3 and 1 2 5 ] . 

population of Carthage had 
However, Sanford had leaped 
Jonesboro remained slightly 
Southern Pines were not far 
respectively !Wellman - pp. 

The :-Jorth _Carol_i_na Business Dire~ctory for 1896 echoes these population 
figures in their listings for merchants and tradesmen--Sanford, 38; 
Jonesboro, 19; Carthage, 23; .-\berdeen, 18; and Southern Pines, :24 
[Branson's, 18961 The relatively larger numbers for Carthage and 
Southern Pines can probably be attributed to the fact that the former 
drew people from around the count;:.r during court sessions and for other 
matters, while the latter's population increased temporarily at 
certain seasons. 

In addition to its strong mercantile establishment, Carthage also 
supported three physicians, nine lawyers. six hotels and boarding 
houses, two contractors •. and sixteen manufacturing facilities and 
mills !grist, saw, shingle and planing), Several mines had offices in 
Carthage. as Hell, although mining did not constitute a significant 
p o r t i o n o f t he t own ' s e c o nom y . T h e C a r t h a g e I n s t i t u t e \v a s t h e 
principal local educational facility lBranson's, 1896). 

During this period, several of the most architecturally sophisticated 
buildings in the Carthage Historic District were constructed. In 
addition, a new street was surveyed and opened for development, 
extending southward from ~cReynolds Street ,just over one-half mile 
west of the courthouse. One of the first houses built on the new 
Brooklyn Street was the ca. 1889 Shaw-McKeithen House l # 46], a 
traditional two-story frame dwelling with Victorian ornamentation. At 
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about the same time. W. T. Jones of the Tyson and Jones Carriage Works 
had a Cameron contractor build a new house for him on the south side 
of McReynolds Street at its eastern end, a stone's throw from the 
factory. Unfortunately, this house burned in 1897, but was replaced by 
an imp r e s s i v e Que e n Anne s t y 1 e h o u s e . D e s c r i b e d i n c o n t e m p o r a r :"-' 
newspaper accounts as "a palatial mansion," the W. T. Jones House [ # 
2 8 1 marks the south e as t e r n e de: e o f t he d i s t r i c t l ~art h.a g e ,6 1 ad e , ~ .Yay 
1889, ·p. :3: 6 April 1897, p. :3: and 25 Hav 1897, p. 31. 

Two substantial houses built near the end of the century share certain 
stylistic influences which make them examples of a transitional Queen 
Anne/Colonial Revival mode. combinin~ the irre~ular form of the Queen 
Anne style Kith ornament derived from both styles. Edgehill I= S I] 
was built for Herbert Floyd Seawell. Sr., a prominent attorney, later 
a judge and gubernatorial candidate. The D. A. McDonald House [~ 33] 
was the residence of a man who was active in several spheres, but was 
best known as the clerk of ~oore County Superior Court and president 
of the Bank of Cartha~e in the earl~ twentieth century. 

P e r haps t he c row n i n g £;' 1 o r :.· o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a r c h i t e c t u r a 1 
achievement in Cartha~e h'as the construction, bee;un in 1897. of a new 
.Yethodist church [# 301 on the same site as the remodeled 1852 
structure. The replacement buildin~ is a massive frame edifice in the 
late Victorian Gothic Revival style. accented by a bold square corner 
tower and smaller octa~onal towers on two elevations. A. C. Campbell 
of Aberdeen was the contractor responsible for its construction 
[Partha~ Blade, 17 Nov. 189/, p. 3 l. 

Cartha~e entered the twentieth century with a population of 605, which 
increased to 863 over the following decade, during which period two of 
Moore Count~·'s largest towns, Sanford and Jonesboro, became part of a 
new county . Lee County h' as f o r me d out o f no r the as t e r n ~1 o o r e Count:.~ 

and southeastern Chatham. County. In 194 7, Sanford absorbed the town 
of Jonesboro, which became the larger town's Jonesboro Heights section 
[Wellman - p. 134; Sharpe - p. 215]. By the end of the decade, both 
Southern Pines, with a permanent population of 1, 000, and Aberdeen, 
with 950 residents, had surpassed Carthage. Pinehurst had two sets of 
population figures, representing seasonal \·ariations--300 in summer 
and 2,400 in winter IWellman - pp. 143-144] 

The local economy was relati\·ely stable during this period, Hi th the 
Furniture 

and the 
Carolina 

school for 

carriage works remainin~ a major employer. The Cartha~e 

Company, a new manufacturine: enterprise, w·as in operation, 
town's first bank, the Bank of Carthage, opened r North 
Yearbook, 1904]. Later in the decade, the first public 
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white children, the Carthage Graded School, began holdin~ classes in a 
large, two-story brick structure on the south side of McReynolds 
Street. It stood on a four-acre lot, now vacant [North Carol ina 
Yearbook, 1904 and 1910; Methodist~- 103]. 

Of the surviving buildings erected within the Carthage His~oric 

District during the first decade of the twentieth century, mos~ are 
one- or two-story frame dwellings ln a trimmed-down version of the 
transitional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival style introduced in the 
previous decade. In these houses, the irregular forms consist of 
bays--usually at least one being semi-hexagonal--projecting from a 
boxy main block, and the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival ornamen~ is 
reduced to shingled gable ends and classical porch supports. Typical 
examples are the ca. 1906 Jenkins-Mciver House l~ 1] and the ca. 1907 
T. B. King House [ # 41], the former two stories and the latter one, 
both built for employees of the Tyson and Jones Carriage Company. The 
most sophisticated of this group is the ca. 1908 Dr. D. F. Watson 
House[# 22], built for the first dentist in Carthage. 

During the second decade of the twentieth century, as the population 
of Carthage inched upward to 962, production at the Tyson and .Jones 
Carriage Company was reduced, partly because of the growing popularity 
o f the auto m o b i 1 e and part 1 y as a r e s u 1 t o f \,-or 1 d War I . The o h" n e r s 
attempted some diversification by opening a garage, but the company 
continued in decline [Wellman - p. 168]. Other newly established 
manufacturing plants took up some of the economic slack. The 1915 
North Carolina Yearbook shows the Bismarck Hosiery Mills and John L. 
Currie's 1 umber mill in operation [North Carol ina Yearbook, 1915]. ln 
addition, Carthage, with Aberdeen, had become an important loca~ion 

for tobacco ~arehouses; sixty percent of the county's leaf product was 
sold in these two towns [Wellman- p. 168]. 

A number of substantial .houses were built in Carthage during this 
decade, including one of the most academical!~- accurate houses in the 
district. The Charles Sinclair House l # :311 is a splendid example of 
the Neo-Classical Revival style, a fashion picked up by many prominent 
North Carolinians as a symbol of their affluence and important roles 
in community life. Frank Simpson, a Raleigh architect, provided the 
design for the house, which was constructed by Joe Stout of Sanford. 
The house is very similar to one built for Sinclair's brother a short 
time earlier. (The John P. Sinclair House is located on Monroe Street 
east of the courthouse and business district [Methodists - p. 13-t]. ) 
Probably c_ontemporary with the Charles Sinclair House is the Joe 
Ritter House l # 58 J, which lS the district's only example of an 
American Four-Square house. 
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The population of Carthage continued to increase during the 1920s, 
growing another 17 percent, to 1,129, by which time Southern Pines had 
become the county's largest incorporated town. Probably the most 
emotionally-charged event of the decade was the sale of the Tyson and 
Jones Carriage Company after the 1924 death ofT. B. Tyson, the 
company's last direct tie with its founders. The new owners planned 
to continue making buggies, but wanted to expand operations to produce 
truck and auto bodies lWellman- pp. 177 and 185]. At the end of the 
decade, the company changed hands again, and the new owner planned to 
turn it into a furniture factory [Wellman - p. 182]. This operation 
did not prosper, and the buildings were abandoned until World War II, 
when they were used in the manufacture of camouflage netting 
[tfethodists - p. 102]. Today, only the 1890s brick office building 
survives of the once-extensive complex. It stands southeast of the 
historic district whose development owed so much to the company's 
existence. 

In 1925, when the last buggy produced by Tyson and Jones 
delivered, a directory of Moore County listed the town as having 
factories and one bank. the Page Trust Company, whose head office 
in Aberdeen . Carthage ~·as de s c r i bed in t he f o 11 owing t e r m s by 
compiler: "The town is not as energetic as it might be owing to 
fact that most of the people are not compelled to go after 
almight:v dollar" [Wellman - p. 179: and Methodists - p. 102]. 

was 
five 

t.;as 

the 
the 
the 

The most notable Carthage building project of the 1920s was the new 
Classical Revival style stone courthouse, completed in 1923 [Wellman -
p. 176]. Within the Carthage Historic District, the Colonial Revival 
style and the Craftsman bungalow dominated residential construe-cion. 
Notable examples of the former style are the 1922 Methodist Parsonage 
[# 12], which replaced an earlier parsonage on the same site, and the 
ca. 1926 Wilbur H. Currie House [ # 27], built at the western edge of 
town for a local industrialist and political leader. The ca. 1920 
Addison Spencer House [ # 29) is a characteristic Craftsman bungalow, 
while the Muse-Williamson House l# 101 adds Colonial Revival details 
to a larger version of the type. 

The last major increase in the population of Carthage occurred during 
the decade between 1930 and 1940, when the residents grew in number 
from 1,129 to 1,381, surpassing Aberdeen and second to Southern Pines, 
which then boasted a population of 3,225. The local economy, like that 
of other cpmmunities across the state, suffered during the Depression 
of the 1930s, although the Currie Hosiery Mills remained in operation 
pretty much throughout the period l Wellman pp. 194 and 196]. 
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Building construction lagged as it did elsewhere, although two 
projects were carried out with federal assistance. One such project 
was the erection of the (former) Carthage Community House [# 3], built 
by the National Youth Administration in 1939-40. First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt attending the dedication of the Craftsman/Colonial Revival 
building, which was constructed of rubble native stone [Muse - "A New 
Deal Day"]. 

The 1 9 4 0 s and W or 1 d ~.;a r I I saw the beg inn in g o f a dec 1 i n e i n the 
fortunes and population of Carthage, but Moore Count~ has never lacked 
boosters. Near the end of the War, Richard Tufts of Pinehurst stated 
that the county would enjoy prosperity in peactime. Of the county's 
towns, he said, 

"Aberdeen is the commercial center; Carthage, the center 
of county government, of agriculture, and the lumber 
industry; Southern Pines and Pinehurst are resorts of 
widely different and non-competing character, while on 
the other hand there are many small manufacturing centers 
such as Robbins, Vass and West End" [Wellman - p. 204], 

\-lhile the impact of the lumber industry has declined in Carthage, it 
remains the center of county government and retains a major role as an 
agricultural center. 

Chronic shrinkage of its population affected Carthage for the next 
four to five decdaes, as the number of residents eventually dipped 
below one thousand, but a~ain surpassed that number in 1991 through 
annexation. During these decades, the area within the Carthage 
Historic District has seen the loss of several buildings. The most 
substantial building lost was the Carthage Graded School, which left a 
large open space near th~ center of the district. The loss of these 
buildings has not proved to have a significant negative impact on the 
character of the district, as the losses are lightly sprinkled through 
the area, and several of the resulting vacant lots have become 
undeveloped green space. Ten houses have been built in the area, some 
as infill on previously undeveloped lots and others which replaced 
earlier buildings. The ubiqui taus ranch-type house dominates this 
group o f new e r houses . Genera ll ;..' 1 the :v are scattered throughout the 
district; in many cases 1 they are well-screened from the street by 
mature trees and shrubbery, so that they have little visual impact on 
the district. 
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There is a new spirit of progress at operation in the town, which is 
seeking new ways to boost the local economy and to provide housing for 
current residents, as well as workers in industries it hopes to 
attract. The effort to survey and nominate an historic district to 
the National Register of Historic Places is part of the overall plan 
to stimulate economic activity in Carthage, through recognition of its 
historic significance. Other elements in this realm include the 
creation of a local historic museum in a new building just beyond the 
eastern edge of the district and the move and restoration of an 
historic kitchen to a site behind the museum. 

Architectural Context 

Substantial portions of four other Moore County communities have been 
listed in or nominated to the National Register as historic districts. 
For the most part, the special character of each of these districts is 
markedly different from that of the Carthage Historic District, which 
is the only district whose period of significane extends for a period 
o f m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 :,r e a r s . I t a 1 s o h a s t h e b r o a d e s t r a n g e o f 
architectural styles represented in any of the five districts. 

The Cameron Historic District (listed in 1983) contains much of the 
small town of Cameron. A similar situation occurs in Aberdeen, where 
the Aberdeen Historic District ( 1989) contains the core of the town 
east of U. S. 1. Both towns owe their establishment in the late 
nineteenth century (ca. 1874 for Cameron and ca. 1881 for Aberdeen) to 
the advent of railroad service through the county, principally the 
Raleigh and Augusta Railroad. 

Most of Cameron's development occurred prior to 1900, so that its 
character is largely that of a late nineteenth century village. Many 
of the houses in the district exhibit characteristics of the Queen 
Anne style. The Aberdeen Historic District exhibits a longer period 
of development, extending well into the twentieth century. While few 
of its residential buildings exhibit notably sophisticated 
interpretations of popular architectural styles, it contains several 
other types of buildings which convey a notion of the town's 
prosperity and architectural awareness. They include several 
railroad-related buildings, the public library, and an architect­
designed church. 

The Pinehurst Historic District ( 1973) is the heart of the model 
resort village of Pinehurst, developed to a picturesque design 
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provided by well-known landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead for 
philanthropist James W. Tufts of Boston. It was planned as a "winter 
health resort for middle-class Northerners with 'delicate lungs.'" 
The Southern Pines Historic District (nominated 1991) also contains 
the core of that resort community, established in the late nineteenth 
century. Buildings in both towns are examples of the more picturesque 
architectural styles of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. The Shingle Style predominates in Pinehurst, while 
Southern Pines reflects a broader selection of styles as a result of 
its longer period of development (Aberdeen nomination]. The Colonial 
Revival, Craftsman and Tudor Revival styles have strong 
representatives in the Southern Pines Historic District, many designed 
by a handful of prominent architects and designers, notably Aymar 
Embury and T. B. Yeomans (Southern Pines nomination]. These two 
districts are much larger than any of the other three. 
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