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THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Lake a'Woods is a remarkably well-preserved plantation complex, typical of the 
prosperous antebellum plantations around Inez in southern Harren County The complex, 
centering on a handsome Greek Revival dwelling in a neatly fenced yard, includei a 
collection of nearby domestic outbuildings and a number of farm buildings as well 

The two-story frame dwelling is perhaps the least altered of the local group of 
houses attributed to builder Albert Gamaliel Jones and is documented as his work. 
The house, which sits on a low foundation, is highly cubical: it is two stories high, 
three bays wide, and two deep; a wide baseboard, cornerposts treated as pilasters, 
and a welt-articulated frieze define the facades The shallow hip roof overhangs 
noticeably at all four sides, and is pierced by two interior chimneys of brick. The 
well-executed corner pilasters are treated in a distinctive fashion typical of Jones's 
work: they are symmetrically molded, stand on bases that break out from the baseboard. 
and carry crisply molded caps; at the outer corner is a vertical turned molding 
resembling a stack of spools. The cornerpost itself is said by the owner to be a 
single piece of wood, with only the corner spool element applied. 

The three-bay main facade features large windows at both levels, containing 
six-over-six sash, and with symmetrically molded frames with well-defined roundel 
cornerblocks. This scheme recurs throughout the house. The central entrance is 
similarly treated, with sidelights, transom and corner lights outlined by heavy 
molded elements The lights are filled with simple geometrical horizontal and 
vertical muntins. The triple form of the entrance is echoed at the second-level door­
way which repeats the sidelights only. 

The entrance'porch is slmple but well~e~ecutede Four fluted shafts with simple 
block capitals carry a wide unadorned entablature beneath a slightly overhanging 
flat roof. Pilasters at the facade repeat the design of the columns, and the sides 
of the porch are enclosed by an interesting balustrade: a centr~l ~ong horizontal 
panel' 'bonnect~d ~to"ari 'lipper molded rail and lower single-board- rail by a zig-zag 
of lattice .. 

Ii 

At the northeast (rear) corner of the house is a small one-story gable-roof 
addition--' part of the older house that was moved to the site and served as the 
dwelling for several years before the present house was built. (The other half of 
the early house is now the free-standing kitchen.) The rear bay of the ease elevation 
is covered by a shed entrance porch, now enclosed; a simple shed porch also serves 
the central rear doorway 

The interior of the house follows, as expected from the exterior, a center-hall 
plan two rooms deep, with fireplaces centered on the walls between the front and 
back rooms on either side. The main stair rises front to back along the east wall 
in the front of the hall; it features square posts and curvilinear brackets at tne 
treads A second (enclosed) stair rises in the rear hall but is entered from the 
rear east room. Throughout the house the finish is consistently of a robust Greek 
Revival character and is very well-preserved. Massive symmetrically molded door and 
window frames of varying molding profiles occur, with very large roundel cornerblocks 
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Walls are plastered, and baseboards are quite wide, and break out in a "foot" at 
the bases of doors Doors have two long vertical panels, and many are expertly 
wood grained. Closets occur beside the chimneys, and in most rooms, paneled aprons 
appear beneath the tall windows. 

The two front rooms are the most formally treated The west parlor retains 
handsome marbleizing of the baseboard, and the robust mantel is also expertly 
marbleized in black. Similar to mantels found in houses attributed to Warrenton 
builder Jacob Holt, this mantel has a square fire opening framed by a symmetrically 
molded architrave with oornerblocks. To the front stand paired, tapered, fluted 
Doric colonnettes, which stand on a common molded projecting base and carry tall 
unadorned cornerblocks. The frieze between the blocks is articu14ted by a fluted 
half-round roll Above is a wide molded shelf. The east parlor mantel is a simpler 

.~ version of this one: the fluted tapered posts are flattened, but:J_th~ fluted frieze 
roll recurs. This room is unique in having a wainscot--flat paneled with broad Greek 
Revival'moldings. Other first and second floor mantels are simple Greek ones with 
various pilaster treatments. The finish of the second floor is of simple, consistent 
Greek Revival character. 

, I 

Near and east of the house is the kitchen--the early house, said to have been 
built about l790. The one-story-with-attic gable roof building has beaded weather­
boards and mitered door and window frames with nine-over-nine sash Within, the walls 
are lathed and plastered, and a chair rail serves as window sills above a sheathed 
wainscot. It was originally two rooms on each floor, and the attic was heated. The 
chimney has been rebuilt to serve the kitchen and the first-floor fire opening is a 
huge one suitable for cooking. 

Other outbuildings and structures near the house include an outhouse (a four­
holer), a log chicken house, an early smokehouse and a later one of logs, a mounted 
farm bell, and a well To the west of the yard some distance is a collection of 
barns, arranged around an open farmyard Notable is a stable said to date from 
in the nineteenth century . 
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Lake O'Woods is a well-preserved, complete mid-nineteenth century plantation 
complex carefully maintained by the grandson of the couple for whom it was developed 
The farm was established in 1829 for Edward and Rebecca Davis, who moved a small 
early house to the site and erected outbuildings. The present main house was built 
in 1852 by Warren county builder Albert Gamaliel Jones and is important as the only 
documented Warren County house by Jones, who also worked in Franklin and Hertford 
counties. Jones's distinctive handling of 'Greek Revival details is seen in this and 
other houses in the rural community of Inez, where family tradition associates him 
with several Davis family houses The plantation complex, with its kitchen, smoke­
house, outhouse, well, and group of barns and stable, is the center of a working 
farm in a rural landscape. 

Criteria Assessment: 

A. Associated with the antebellum agrarian prosperity of the plantation system 
that dominated Warren County and the entire Roanoke Valley section of the 
state .. 

B. Associated with the-career of a notable regional builder, Albert Gamaliel Jones; 
the documentation of the house as his work is significant among his domestic 
and institutional buildings in Warren, Franklin, and Hertford counties 

C. Embodies distinctive personalized and regional adaptations of the nationally 
popular Greek Revival style, adapted to the climate and social needs of the 
plantation family and the skills of the local builder. 
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When Edward Davis (1806-1896) of Warren County married his cousin Rebecca 
Pitchford on December, 1829, his father, Burwell Davis (1756-1846) assigned him a 
piece of land on Fishing Creek near Warrenton Accovding to family tradition the 
couple bought a nearby house built in 1790 and moved it to this site. Some if not 
all of the present outbuildings are believed to date from ca 1829, including the 
well. The small house served them many years, and six of their eight children were 

born there In his will of 1846 Burwell £avis relinquished ownership of the land-­
about 300 acres--to his son Edward Davis 

In 1852 Edward and Rebecca Davis decided to build a new house and they 
commissioned Albert Gamaliel Jones, a local carpenter and builder, to oversee 
the construction. In December of that year one of their daughters, Mary, wrote to 
her brother, Matthew, who was attending the University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill, describing the family's disappointment at the delay in construction: 

You need not have been afraid to come home for fear you would 
have been pestered by the rattling of hammers, for Mr Jones has 
not t;:!ome yet. 

We expect when he does come, he will bring a host of workmen 
with him, and turn up Jack at once, he promised to have the 
house finished by Christmas but I don't expect to see him 
before that time, if then. 

He has disappointed Pa very much. Ma says if she can't get 
a new house to live in, she can live in this, as long as she 
is let live, if she can't do any better Mr Jones is not 
bound to have the house finished before next June, but I am 
afraid he will not have it done by that time. As they have 
put it off so late, it i~ careless about being pestered with 
the workmen this winter 

The structural work of the house was nearly complete by May 23, 1853, when 
Rebecca wrote to her son describing the builder's progress: 

The workmen have nearly gotten through. They will leave 
tomorrow, part of them. One or two will stay to finish 
up, by the time you arrive the last nail will have been 
driven, but the plasterers have not commenced, nor the 
inside painters, so I expect the very worst mess will 
be while youUre at home, and you can't run from it, for 
they are building or fixing for it allmost [sic] any 
where you may chance to go 
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We were much in hopes that the house would have been done by 
June, but alas, I fear I shall spend the summer where I am, 
in fact I have little expectations of any thing else 

It looks to me, like it would take almost a month to clean 
up after they are done You have no doubt anticipated 

living in the new house this summer, I have told you what 
the prospect is, but you can occupy it, when you come, if 
you choose and say III'm monarch of all I survey" 

In August Mrs. Davis complained that the family still had not moved since
3
the house 

had not been painted, but apparently they soon occupied the new dwelling. Why and 
when the Davis plantation came to be called "Lake O· the Woods" is not certain, 
but family tradition claims that the name Came from a lake which was once located 
on the property. 

The builder of the Davis house, Albert Gamaliel Jones, resided in Warren 
County with his wife and seven children. He owned ten slaves who probably served 
as laborers for his building projects. Jones constructed a number of homes in 
Warren County particularly around the community call The Fork, now Inez. He also 
constructed the Columns Building at Chowan College, Murfreesboro, 1851-1852. There 
are other Jones buildings in Murfreesboro as well It was after completing the 
college project that he began work on the Davis home In the mid 18508 Jones 
evidently went far i~to debt and was forced to take the insolvent debtor's oath in 
Warren County courte A letter by Rebecca Davis to her son Matthew indicates that 
as a result of his insolvency Jones had to relinquish his carpentry tools and work 
shop to another Warren County resident, Whit Kearny "Since Albert Jones gave up 
his hands and tools to Whit Kearny," she wrote on May 25, 1855, 

their work house, over 100 feet long, and all the tools have been 
burnt, also the college kitchen upwards of 100 feet long with all 
their cooking aparatus [sic] and water works, fixed to throw water 
on every house on the lot. It took place in the work house while 
the hands were gone to eat. Whit has been down, says a negro 
stole some tools & set fire to the house. I believe every thing 
on the lot was completed except an office Every thing that 
Albert Jones possessed has been sold, they have had considerable 
pulling and hauling over his plunder He was here this week trying 
to buy corn, but your Pa was not at home, and if he had been he 
wouldn't have sgld any corn even if he had it to spare, prospects 
are too gloomy. 

Apparently in 1856 Jones left Warren County for Louisburg in Franklin County 
There the family of future poet and writer Edwin Wiley Fuller probably commissioned 
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him to build a house on Main Street The house, which was completed in 1856, 
featured a spool motif on the corners that also appears on other buildings by Jones 
In 1857 the former Warren County builder supervised the construction of the Louisburg 
College Main Building The 1870 census fails to list Jones, gnd whether or not he 
left the county of Franklin after the Civil War is not known. 

The Davis plantation had a thriving agricultural economy The 1850 census 
indicates that Edward Davis owned 300 acres of unimproved land and 320 acres of 
improved land on which he produced a variety of crops including indian corn, wheat, 
oats, and potatoes; and he had a considerable number of cattle, horses, sheep, and 
swine The census of that year records no ·tobacco crop but the same document for 
1860 reveals a tobacco production of 13,000 lbs. Davis's personal estate was valued 7 
at $35,000 in 1860 and it included 39 slaves ranging from 1 month to 64 ·years of age 

Something of the Davisus relationship with their black slaves--whom Mrs. Davis 
occasionally referred to as "our family"--is indicated in an 1853 letter from 
Mrs Davis to Matthew: 

We have had a sick family since you left. Lucy died Friday after 
you left, the next day your Pa had the negro houses white washed 
having heard that it was conducsive to health. Patty is very sick 
at this time, has nothing of Lucys complaint, looks like she has 
consumption. I never expect to see her up again, in fact I expect 
her to die very shortly and then what shall I do, she's my milker, 
gardener, & spinner, & seamstress Lucy was a very valuable woman 
but I shall miss Patty much the most. I went to see her previous 
to commencing this letter, I told her I was going to write to you, 
and asked her what I should say for her. 

She said, tell Mass Matt I may see him again in this world
8
for what 

I know, but if never do I hope to see him in a better one. 

Matthew Davis was perhaps the best known member of the Edward Davis family. 
Born in 1830, he graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1855 and in that 
same year the Louisburg Male Academy Board of Trustees selected him as principal of 
that institution, a job he held until 1881 He served as superintendent of schools 
in Franklin County until 1884 In 1896 he reorganized the Louisburg Female College 
and served as its president until his death in 1906. Construgted in 1911, the Davis 
wing of the Louisburg College Main Building is named for him. 
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The Civil War brought hardship and despair to the Davis family Four sons 
served in the Confederate Army: Burwell, Weldon, Thomas, and George. In 1863 a 
great sadness fell on the household when Weldon Davis was killed at Kelly's Ford, 
Virginia. A year later despair once again prevailed at "Lake 'Ou the Woods Vl when 
news came that Thomas, age nineteen, had been killed at Cedar Creek, Virginia III 
just can't bear it," wrote their bereaved mother,-

to think, speak, or write about, and when I lie down at night, and 
it comes to my mind. I soar aloft in my imaginations, and leave all 
earthly things behind. I think of a happy home is Heaven, that 
bright celestial city, with pearly gates and golden streets, and of 
all the happy host of love ones that I hope to meet there to praise 
God forever. I just know that if I reflect much upon it, and 
indulge myself, it would be more 'than my mental or physical powers 
could stand. 

Burwell and George survived the conflict, although George was captured at 
Spotsylvania Courthouse, Virginia, in May, 1864, and was imprisoned at Point 10 
Lookout, Maryland, and then Elmira, New York, from August, 1864, to June, 1865. 
At the end of the war, according to family tradition, Union soldiers camped in a 
grove near the Davis home and one night posted a guard in front of the house. 

The Edward Davis family (which residing at "Lake O· the Woods," in 1880 
included Davis, his wife, son, William Edward, and a black servant, Jack Johnson) 
weathered the lean years of Reconstruction and continued to run their farm although 
without the prosperity of antebellym days. The family lost considerable capital 
with the emancipation of their slaves and the 1880 census reveals that the value 
of their farm production for the previous year was only $110 The ytlue of the 
farm including land, fences, and buildings was estimated at $2,200 Family history 
states that in 1890 half of the old 1790 family house, which still remained on the 
property, was added to the 1853 house and that the kitchen of the old structure is 
today "as it was in 1829" when Edward and Rebecca Davis set up housekeeping. 

Edward Davis died in 1896. In his will written in 1884 he evidently left the 12 
tract which included his house to his youngest son, William Edward Davis (1858-1936) 
William was born and lived all his life in the house Jones built for his parents. 
When William Edward Davis died in 1936 the property passed to his wife Blanche E. 
Davis who sold it to her daughter Virginia D. Lawrence in November, 1937. The 
following year Virginia D. Lawrence and her husband, Ce G LawrencI~ sold the property 
to her brother George W. Davis who still owns "Lake O· the Woods." George W .. Davis 
is the grandson of Edward Davis for whom the house was built and son of William 
Edward Davis. 
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UTM REfERENCES 
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According to the census of 1860, Edward Davis, who built the plantation house 
at "Lake o'the Woods" in 1852, owned 320 acres of improved land and 300 acres of 
unimproved Ian. His father Burwell Davis had left him 300 acres of this in 1846 
(Warren Will Book 39:183). The present owner, George W. Davis, inherited or acquired 
from family about 500 acres, much of it formerly owned by his father and grandfather 
The 75 acres he bought from his sister considered the house tract and includes the 
outbuildings, has been continuously associated with the house, is in farm use and 
is thus the nominated property 



Lake O'Woods 
Inez vic., Warren County 
North Carolina, 75 acres 
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